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LETTERS 



TO AHD 1*011 



DR. SWIFT, 



TO THE REV. JOHN KENDALL.* 

Feb. 11, 1691-2. 
Sir, 
If any thing made me wonder at your letter, it was 
your almost inviting me to do se in the beginning, which 
indeed grew less upon knowing the occasion ; since it is 
what I have heard from more than one in and about 
Leicester. And for the friendship between us, as I sup- 
pose yours to be real ;'so I think it would be proper to 
imagine mine, until you find any cause to believe it 
pretended; though I might have some quarrel at you 
in three or four lines, which are very ill bestowed in 
complimenting me. And as to that of my great pros- 
pects of making my fortune, on which, as your kindness 
only looks on the best side, so my own cold temper, and 
uncoofioed humour, is a much greater hindrance than 
any fear of that which is the subject of your letter; 
I shall speak plainly to you, that the very ordinary ob- 
servations I made with going half a mile beyond the 

* Vicar of Thornton, io Leicestershire. This letter was directed 
H To be left at Mr. Birkhead's, over against the " Free-school is 
Leicester." Dr. Swift (who, by the advice of his physicians, went 
to Ireland for his health) had been now returned seven weeks to Sir 
William Temple, at Moor-Park. N. 

. YOL. XT. A 
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university, have taught me experience enough not to 
think of marriage till I settle my fortune in the world, 
which I am sure will not be in some years; and even 
then itself, I am so hard to please, that I suppose I shall 
put it off to the other world. How all that suits with 
my behaviour to the woman in hand, you may easily 
imagine, when you know, that there is something in me 
which must be employed, and when I am alone turns all, 
for want of practice, into speculation and thought ; in- 
somuch that these seven weeks I have been here, I have 
writ and burnt, and writ again upon all manner of sub- 
jects, more than perhaps any man in England. And 
this is it which a person of great honour in Ireland (who 
was pleased to stoop so low as to look into my mind) 
used to tell me, that my mind was like a conjured spirit, 
that would do mischief if I would not give it employ- 
ment. It is this humour that makes me busy, when I 
am in company, to turn all that way ; and since it com- 
monly ends in talk, whether it be love, or common con- 
versation, it is all alike. This is so common, that I 
could remember twenty women in my life, to whom I 
have behaved myself just the same way ; and I profess, 
without any other design than that of entertaining my- 
self when I am very idle, or when something goes amiss 
in my affairs. This I always have done as a man of 
the world, when I had no design for any thing grave in 
it, and what I thought at worst a harmless impertinence ; 
but, whenever I begin to take sober resolutions, or, as 
dow, to think of entering into the church, I never found 
it would be hard to put off this kind of folly at the 
porch. Besides, perhaps, in so general a conversation 
among that sex, I might pretend a little to understand 
where I am when I am going to choose for a wife ; and 
.though the cunning sharper of the towq may have a 
Cheat put'QQ him, yet it must be cleanlier carried than 
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this which you think I am going to top upon myself. 
And truly, if you knew how metaphysical I am that 
way, you would little fear I should venture on one who 
has given so much occasion to tongues : for, though the , 
people is a lying sort of beast (and I think in Leicester 
above all parts that I ever was in) yet they seldom talk 
without some glimpse of a reason, which I declare (so 
unpardonably jealous I am) to be a sufficient cause for 
me to hate any woman any farther than a bare acquaint 
ance. Among all the young gentlemen that I have 
known who have ruined themselves by marrying (which 
I assure you is a great number) I have made this general 
rule, that they are either young, raw, and ignorant 
scholars, who for want of knowing company, believe 
every silk petticoat includes an angel ; or else these 
have been a sort of honest young men, who perhaps are 
too literal in rather marrying than burning, and entail a 
misery on themselves and posterity, by an overacting 
modesty. I think, I am very far excluded from listing 
under either of these heads. I confess, I have known 
one or two men of sense enough, who, inclined to frolics, 
have married and ruined themselves out of a maggot ; 
but a thousand household thoughts, which always drive 
matrimony out of my mind whenever it chances to come 
there, will, I am sure, fright me from that ; beside that 
I am naturally temperate, and never engaged in the con- 
trary, which usually produces those effects. Your 
hints at particular stories I do not understand; and 
having never heard them but so hinted, thought it pro- 
per to give you this, to show you how I thank you for 
your regard of me ; and I hope my carriage will be so 
at my friends need not be ashamed of the name.* I 

* This sentence is very inaccurate ; it ought to be either * and I 
hope my carriage will be mek as,' &c— or, * and I hope to carry my- 
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sboulci not have behaved myself after that manner I 
did in Leicester,* if I had not valued my own enter- 
tainment beyond the obloquy of a parcel of very wretch- 
ed fools, which I solemnly pronounce the inhabitants of 
Leicester to be ; and so I contented myself with retalia- 
tion. I hope you will forgive this trouble ; and so with 
my service to your good wife, I am, good cousin, 
Your very affectionate friend and servant, 

J. SWIFT. 



TO THE ATHENIAN SOCIETY.! 

Moor Park, Feb. 14, 1601-2. 
Gentlemen, 
Since every body pretends to trouble you with their 
lollies, I thought I might claim the privilege of an Eng- 
lishman, and put in my share among the rest. Being 
last year in Ireland (from whence I returned about half 
a year ago,}) 1 heard only a loose talk of your society ; 

«elf to as that my friends need not be ashamed of the name.* If the 
noun be used, it should have its corresponding pronoun; if the verb, 
Its adverb. S. 

* Where, ia 1668, Swift resided some months with his mothqr. On 
this head see Mr. Sheridan's Life of Swift; and the' Dean's letter to 
Mr. Worrell, Jan. 18, 1728-9. N. 
f This letter first appeared in the Supplement to the fifth volume of 

# the Athenian Gazette. A periodical collection of answers sent, or 
supposed to be sent to the several letters addressed to the publisher, 
John Dunton. N. 

\ By this expression, and tome particulars which follow, it appears 

v that Dr. Swift, on his return from Ireland, did not immediately go- 
back to Moor Park ; as, in the letter to Mr. Kendall, dated only three 

' nays before this to the Athenian Society, we find he had been but 
seven weeks with Sir William. The intermediate time, from the sub- 
ject of the letter to Mr. Kendall, appears to have been principally 
passed with his mother at Leicester, from which place he made Ox- 
lord in his w*f to Moor Park. N. 
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and believed the design to be only some new folly just 
suitable to the age, which God knows I little expected 
ever to produce any thing extraordinary. Since my 
being in England, having still continued in the country, 
and much out of company, I had but little advantage of 
knowing any more, till about two months ago, passing 
through Oxford, a very learned gentleman there first 
showed me two or three of your volumes, and gave me 
bis account and opinion of you. A while after I came 
to this place, upon a visit to Sir William Temple,* where 
I have been ever siuce, and have seen all the four vo- 
lumes! with their supplements; which answering my ex- 
pectation, the perusal has produced what you find en- 
closed. 

As I have been somewhat inclined to this folly, so I 
have seldom wanted somebody to flatter me in it. And 
for the ode enclosed, I have sent it to a person of very 
pest learning sod honour, and since, to some others, the 
best of my acquaintance (to which I thought very pro- 
per to enure it for a greater light ;) and they have all 
been pleased to tell me, that they are sure it will not be 
unwelcome, and that I siiomu veg ine uorioilT cf J^II tJ 
let it be printed before your next volume (which I think 
k soon to be published ;) it being so usual before most 
books of any great value among poets : and before its 
seeing the world, I submit it wholly to the correction of 
your pens. ' 

I entreat therefore one of you would descend so far 
as to write two or three lines to me of your pleasure up- 
on it : which as I cannot but expect from gentlemen, 
who have so well shown, upon so many occasions, that 
greatest character of scholars in being favourable to the 

* Hii great patron. N. 

t Tb&folio edition «f the. Athenian Oracle. N- 
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ignorant; so, I am sure, nothing at, present can more 
highly oblige me, or make me happier. I am, gentle- 
men, your ever most humble, and most admiring ser- 
vant, 

JONATHAN SWIFT. 



TO MR. WILLIAM SWIFT.* 

Mcor Park, Nov. 29, 1692. 

SIR, 

My sister told me you was pleased, when she was 
here, to wonder I did so seldom write to you. I hope 
you have been so kind to impute it neither to ill man- 
ners or disrespect. I always have thought, that sufficient 
from one who has always been but too troublesome to 
you. Besides, I know your aversion to impertinence : 
and God knows, so very private a life as mine can fur- 
nish a letter with little else, for I often am two or three 
mtmtns without seeing any body beside the family; and 
now my sister is gone, I am likely to be more solitary 
than before. I am still to thank you for your care in 
my testimonium -J and it was to very good purpose, for 
I never was more satisfied than in the behaviour of the 
university of Oxford to me. I had all the civilities I 
could wish for, and so many substantial favours, that I 
am ashamed to have been more obliged in a few weeks 
to strangers, than ever I was in seven years to Dublin 

m 

* This letter to his uncle (though somewhat imperfect and mani- 
festly written in a hurry) certainly merits our regard, as helping to 
clear up some passages in the writer's life. N. 

f From the certificate of his degree, iu consequence of which he wan 
admitted ad cundcm at Oxford, June 14, 1692. D. 3. 
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college. I am not to take orders* till the king gives me 
a prebend ; and Sir William Temple, though he promi- 
ses me the certainty of it, yet is less forward than I could 
wisb,f because (I suppose) he believes I shall leave 
him4 and, upon some accounts, he thinks me a little ne- 
cessary to him.J If I were affording entertainment, or 
doing you any satisfaction by my letters, I should be 
very glad to perform it that way, as I am bound to do it 
by all others. I am sorry my fortune should fling me so 
far from the best of my relations ; but hope that I shall 
have the happiness to see you some time or other. Pray, 
my humble service to my good aunt, and the rest of my 
relations, if you please. 



TO MR. DEANK SWIFT.|| 

Leicester, June 3, 1 694. 
I received your kind letter to-day from your sister; 
aod am very glad to find you will spare time from busi- 
ness so far as to write a long letter to one you have none 
at all with but- friendship, which, as the world passes, is 
perhaps one of the idlest things in it. It is a pleasure 
to me to see you sally out of your road, and take notice 
of curiosities, of which I am very glad to have part, and 
desire you to set by some idle minutes for a commerce 

• It may be observed from this passage, that he does not speak of 
going into the church as a point of news to his uncle. D. S. 

f Here are the grounds of a quarrel which happened between him 
and Sir William Temple in 1694. D. S. 

\ Which at last was the cause of much anger in Sir William Tem- 
ple. D.S. 

\ Dr. Swift was at this time employed in revising Sir William 
Temple's Works for the press. N. 

D A cousin of Dr. Swift's, then at Lisboa. N. 
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which shall ever be dear to me, and from so good an ob- 
server as you may easily be, cannot fail of befog useful* 
I am sorry to see so much superstition in a country so 
given to trade; I half used to think those two to be in- 
compatible. Not that I utterly dislike your processions 
for rain or fair weather, which, as trifling as they are, 
yet have good effects to quiet common heads, and in- 
fuse a gaping devotion* among the rabble. But your 
burning the old woman, unless she Were a duenna, I shall 
never be reconciled to; though it is easily observed that 
nations which have most gallantry to the young, are 
ever the severest upon the old. I have not leisure to- 
descant farther upon your pleasing letter, nor any thing 
to return you from so barren a scene as this, which I 
shall leave in four day6 toward my journey for Ireland, 
i had designed a letter to my cousin Willoughby ;f and 
the last favour he has done me requires a great deal of 
acknowledgment; but the thought of my sending so* 
many before, has made me believe it better to trust you 
with delivering my best thanks to him, and that you will 
endeavour to persuade him how extremely sensible of 
his goodness and generosity I am. I wish and shall pray 
be may be as happy as 4ie deserves, and he cannot be 
more. My mother desires her best love to him and to 
you, with both our services to my cousin, his wife. 

I forgot to tell you I left Sir William temple a month 
ago, just as I foretold it to you ; and every thing hap- 
pened thereupon exactly as I guessed. He was ex- 
tremely angry I left him; and yet would not oblige him- 
self any farther than upon my good behaviour, nor would 

* Swift, at this time, little expected that the seal of the Inquisition 
•hould extend to any of his satirical writings; part of which they 
however actually burnt. See the Vindication of Bickerstaffe, in the 
fourth volume of this collection. N. 

f A my considerable merchant at Lisbon. D. S. 



DOCTOR SWIFT. . 9 

promise any thing firmly to me at all; so that every 
body judged I did best to leave him. I design to be or- 
dained in September next, and make what endeavours I 
can for something in the church. I wish it may ever 
lie in my cousin's way or yours to have interest to bring 
me in chaplain of the factory. 

If any thing offers from Dublin that may serve either 
to satisfy or divert you, I will not fail of contributing, and 
giving you constant intelligence from thence of whatever 
you shall desire. I am, 

Your affectionate cousin and servant, 

J. SWIFT. 



TO SIR WILLIAM TEMPLE* 

Dublin, Oct. 6, 1604. 

Hut it please xoub Honour, 

That I might not continue the many troubles I have 
given you, I have all this while avoided one, which I 
fear proves necessary at last I have taken all due 
methods to be ordained, and one time of ordination is al- 
ready elapsed since my arrival for effecting it. Two 
or three bishops, acquaintance of our family, have sig- 
nified to roe and them, that after so long standing in the 
university, it is admired I have not entered upon some* 
thing or other, (above half the clergy in this town being 
my juniors,; and that it being so many years since I 

* This very curious letter was transcribed from the original to Sir 
William Temple; endorsed by Mr. Temple, " Swift's Penitential 
Letter ; H copied by Dr. Shipman, late Fellow of All Souls College, 
Oxford, and Rector of Compton near Winchester, who was a relation 
to Sir William Temple. N, 
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left this kingdom, they could not adroit me to the minis ' 
try without some certificate of my behaviour where I 
lived ; and my Lord Archbishop of Dublin* was pleased 
to say a great deal of this kind to me yesterday ; con- 
cluding against all I had to say, that he expected I 
should have a certificate from your honour of my con* 
duct in your family. The sence I am in, how low I am 
fallen in your honour's thoughts, has denied me assur- 
ance enongh to beg this favour, till I find it impossible 
to avoid : and I entreat your honour to understand, 
that no person is admitted here to a living, without 
some knowledge of his abilities for it : which it being 
reckoned impossible to judge in those who are not or- 
dained, the usual method is to admit men first to some 
small reader's place, till, by preaching upon occasions, 
they can value themselves for better preferment. This 
(without great friend*) is so general, that if I were four- 
score years old I must go the same way, and should at 
that age be told, every one must have a beginning. I 

entreat that your honotir vrill eooeider tbie* and will 

please to 6end me some certificate of my behaviour du- 
ring almost three years in your family ; wherein I shall 
stand in need of all your goodness to excuse my many 
weaknesses and oversights, much more to say any thing 
to my advantage. The particulars expected of me are 
what relate to morals and learning, and the reasons of 
quitting your honour's family, that is, whether the last 
was occasioned by any ill actions. They are all left 
entirely to your honour's mercy, though in the first 
I think I cannot reproach myself any farther than for 
infirmities. 

» 

* Dr. Narcissus Marsh, Archbishop of Dublin, 1684 — 1702 ; after- 
wards Archbishop of Armagh, till 1713. See a letter, dated Feb. 3» 
1703-4. N. 
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This is all I dare beg at present from your honour, 
under circumstances of life not worth your regard : what 
is left me to wish (next to the health and prosperity of 
your honour and family) is, that Heaven would one day 
allow me tbe opportunity of leaving my acknowledg- 
ments at your feet for so many favours I have received 5 
which, whatever effect they have had upon my fortune, 
shall never fail to have the greatest upon my mind, in 
approving myself, upon all occasions, your honour's 
niost obedient and most dutiful servant, &c. 

I beg my most humble duty and servke be presented 
to my ladies, your honour's lady and sifter. 

The ordination is appointed by the archbishop by the 
beginning of November ; so that, if your honour will 
not grant this favour immediately, I fear it will come 
too late. 



TO VARINA.* 

April 29, 1690. 

Madam, 

Impatience is the most inseparable quality of a lover, 
and indeed of every person who is in pursuit of a de- 
sign whereon he conceives his greatest happiness or mi* 
sery to depend. It is the same thing in war, in courts, 
and in common business. Every one who hunts after 

* Sister to Mr. Waryng, Swift's chamber-fellow at college. This 
letter was first printed in Mr. George Monck Berkeley's Literary 
Relics,' 1789. A second letter to Miss Waryng, May 4, 1700, will be 
found in the present volume. Three other letters, directed to her at 
Belfast, are existing; though we are unable to give more than their 
dates ; Dec. 20, 16913, from Dublin ; June 29, 1696, and Aug. 28, 1697* 
from Moor Park. N. 
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pleasure, or fame, or fortune, is still restless and uneasy 
till he has hunted down his game : and all this is not 
only very natural, but something reasonable too ; for a 
violent desire is little better than a distemper, and there- 
fore men are not to blame in looking after a cure. I 
find myself hugely infected with this malady, and am 
easily vain enough to believe it has some very good rea- 
sons to excuse it. For indeed, in my case, there are 
some circumstances which will admit pardon for more 
than ordinary disquiets. That dearest object upon 
which all my prospect of happiness entirely depends, is 
in perpetual d&tger to be removed for ever from my 
sight Varina's life is daily wastiug ; and though one 
just and honourable action could furnish health to her, 
arid unspeakable happiness to us both, yet some power 
that repines at human felicity has that influence to hold 
her continually doating upon her cruelty, and me upon 
the cause of it. This fully convinces me of what wq. 
are told, that the miseries of man's life are all beaten- 
out on his own anvil. Why was I so foolish to put my 
hopes and fears into the power or management of an- 
other ? Liberty is doubtless the most valuable blessing 
of life ; yet we are food to fling it away on those who 
have been these 5000 years using us ill. Philosophy 
advises to keep our desires and prospects of happiness 
as much as we can in our own breasts, and independent 
of any thing without He that sends them abroad is 
likely to have as little quiet as a merchant whose stock 
depends upon winds, and waves, and pirates, or upon the 
words and faith of creditors, every whit as dangerous 
and inconstant as the other. 

I am a villain, if I have not been poring this half hour 
over the paper merely for want of something to say to 
you : or is it rather that I have so much to say to you, 
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that I know not where to begin, though at last it's all 
very likely to be arrant repetition ? 

Two strangers, a poet and a beggar, went to cuffs yes- 
terday in this town, which minded me heartily to curse 
both employments. However, I am glad to see those 
two trades fall out, because I always heard they had 
been constant cronies: but what was best of all, the 
poet got the better, and lacked the gentleman beggar 
out of doors. This was of great comfort to me, till I 
heard the victor himself was a most abominable bad 
rhymer, and as mere a vagabond beggar as the other, 
which is a very great offence to me; for starving is 
much too honourable for a blockhead. I read some of 
bis verses printed in praise of my lady Donegall, by 
which he has plainly proved that fortune has injured 
him, and that he is dunce enough to be worth five thou- 
sand pounds a year. It is a pity he has not also the 
qualifications to recommend himself to your sex. I dare 
engage no ladies would hold him long in suspense with 
their unkindness : one settlement of separate mainte- 
nance, well engrossed, would have more charms than 
all the wit or passion of a thousand letters. And I will 
maintain it, any man had better have a poor angel to his 
rival than the devil himself if he was rich. 

Tou now have had time enough to consider my last 
letter, and to form your own resolutions upon it. I wait 
your answer with a world of impatience; and if you 
think fit I should attend you before my journey, I am 
ready to do it My Lady Donegall tells me that it is 
feared my lord deputy will not live many days; and if 
that be so, it is possible I may take shipping from hence, 
otherwise I shall set out on Monday fortnight for Dub- 
lin, and, after one visit of leave to his excellency, hasten 
to England : and how far you will stretch the point of 
your unreasonable scruples to keep me here, will de- 
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pend upon the strength of the love you pretend for me. 
In short, madam, I am once more offered the advantage 
to have the same acquaintance with greatness that I for* 
merly enjoyed, and with better prospect of interest. I 
here solemnly offer to forego it all for your sake. I 
desire nothing of your fortune; you shall live where 
and with whom you please till my affairs are settled to 
your desire : aud in the mean time I will push my ad- 
vancement with all the eagerness and courage imagina- 
ble, and do not doubt to succeed. 

Study seven years for objections against all this, and 
by Heaven, they will at last be no more than trifles and 
putoffs. It is true you have known sickness longer than 
you have me, and therefore perhaps you are more loath 
to part with it as an older acquaintance : But listen to 
what I here solemnly protest, by all that can be witness 
to an oath, that if I leave this kingdom before you are 
mine, I will endure the utmost indignities of fortune 
rather than ever return again, though the king would 
send me back his deputy. And if it must be so, pre- 
serve yourself, in God's name, for the next lover who 
has those qualities you love so much beyond any of 
mine, and who will highly admire you for those advan- 
tages which shall never share any esteem from me. 
Would to Heaven you were but a while sensible of the 
thoughts into which my present distractions plunge me : 
they hale me a thousand ways, and I not able to bear 
them. It is so, by Heaven : The love of Varina is of 
mere tragical consequence than her cruelty. Would to 
God you had treated and scorned me from the begin- 
ning. It was your pity opeued the first way to my mis- 
fortune ; and now your love is finishing my ruin : and 
it is so then. In one fortnight I must take eternal fare- 
well of Varina ; and (I wonder) will she weep at parting, 
a little to justify her poor pretences of some affection to 
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me ? aod will 1117 friends still continue reproaching me 
for the want of gallautiy, and neglecting a close siege ? 
How comes, it that they all wish us married together, 
they knowing my circumstances and yours extremely 
well, and I am sure love you too much, if it be only for 
my sake, to wish you any thing that might cross your 
interest or your happiness ? Surely, Varina, you have 
but a very mean opinion of the joys that accompany a 
true, honourable, unlimited love ; yet either nature add 
our ancestors have highly deceived us, or else all other 
sublunary things are dross in comparison. Is it possi- 
ble you can be yet insensible to the prospect of a rapture 
and delight so innocent and exalted ? Trust me, Vari- 
na, Heaven has given us nothing else worth the loss of a 
thought. Ambition, high appearances, friends, and for- 
tune, are all tasteless and insipid when they come in com- 
petition ; v e t millions of such glorious minutes are we 
perpetually losing, for ever losing, irrecoverably losing, to 
gratify empty forms and wrong notions, and affected cold- 
nesses and peevish humour. These are the unhappy 
incumbrances which we who are distinguished from the 
vulgar do fondly create to torment ourselves. The only 
felicity permitted to human life we clog with tedious cir- 
cumstances- and barbarous formality. By Heaven, Va- 
rina, you are more experienced, and have less virgin in- 
nocence than I. Would not your conduct make one 
think you were highly skilled in all the little politic me- 
thods of intrigue. Love, with the gall of too much dis- 
cretion, is a thousand times worse than with uone at all. 
It is a peculiar part of nature which art debauches, but 
cannot improve. We have all of us the seeds of it im- 
planted in ourselves, and they require no helps from 
courts or fortune to cultivate and improve them. To re- 
sist the violence of our inclinations in the beginning, k 
a train of self-denial that may have some pretences to set 
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up for a virtue : but when they are grounded at first 
upon reason, when they have taken firm root, and grown 
up to a height, it is folly— folly as well as injustice, to 
withstand their dictates; for this passion has a property 
peculiar to itself, to be most commendable in its ex- 
tremes ; and it is as possible to err in the excess of piety 
«8 of love. 

These are the rules I have long followed with you, 
Varina ; and had you pleased to imitate them, we should 
both have been infinitely happy. The little disguises, 
and affected contradictions of your sex, were all (to say 
die truth) infinitely beneath persons of your pride and 
mine; paltry maxims that they are, calculated for the 
rabble of humanity. O, Varina, how imagination leads 
me beyond myself and all my sorrows! It is sunk, and 
a thousand graves lie open! — No, madam, I will give 
you no more of my unhappy temper, though I derive it 
all from you. 

Farewell, madam ; and may love make you a while 
forget your temper to do me justice. Only remember, 
that if you still refuse to be mine, you will quickly 
lose him that has resolved to die as he has lived, all 
yours. 

JON. SWIFT. 

I have here sent you Mr. Fletcher's letter, wherein I 

hope I do not injure generosity or break trust, since 

, the contents are purely ray own concern. If you will 

pardon the ill hand and spelling, the reason and f ense 

of it you will find very well and proper. 
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TO MRS. JANE SWIFT.* 

1606. 
I received your kind letter from Robert by word of 
mouth, and think it a vast condescension in you to think 
of us in all your greatness ; now shall we hear nothing 
from you for five months but We courtiers. Loory is 
well, and presents his humble duty to my lady, and love 
to his fellow servant ; but he is the miserablest creature 
in the world ; eternally in his melancholy note, what- 
ever I can do; and if his finger does but ache, I am in 
such a fright you would wonder at it. I pray return my 
service to Mrs. Filby ,f in payment of her's by Robert. 



* The Doctor's sister. See May 26, 1696. 

This lady, who was then at her uncle Swift's in Bride-street, Dub* 
lin, was married about Dec. 13, 1699, to Joseph Kenton of the city of 
Dublin, as appears from the license of that date, granted by the Dean 
of St. Patrick's (Dr. Jerom Ryves,) in whose liberties she was then an 
inhabitant At the time of her marriage, she was actually worth 
3002.; and on representing to her brother, that this sum was insuffi- 
cient to support her, he promised to settle upon her 5002. being all 
he was then possessed of in the world, the very hour that he should 
get some benefice in the church, which he daily expected, provided 
she would reject this overture of marriage with a proper disdain. But 
•he suffered herself to be guided by the advice of her uncle?; and the 
event of the match proved unfortunate. The husband (who is repre- 
tented as an old tyrannical vicious rake, and scarcely worth half the 
sum he had pretended; broke, and died, leaving his wife with two or 
three children in very deplorable circumstances. On this event, Dr. 
Swift acquainted her by message (for he would never be so far recon- 
ciled as to see her face) that he would allow her twenty pounds a 
year during her life, provided she would live in England, but not 
otherwise; which condition she accepted, and constantly received 
that annuity until the time of her decease ; which happened in 1738 ; 
at which time the Dean put on mourning for her. N. 

f An elder sister to Filby. Her husband, Mr. Filby, wai a batch- 
er in London. F. 

VOL. XV 



18 



LETTERS TO AND FROM 



Nothing grows better by your absence but my lady's 
chamber floor, and Tumble down Dick. Here are three 
letters for you, and Molly will not send one of them ; 
she says you ordered her to the contrary ; Mr. Mose* 
and I desire you will remember our love to the king, 
and let us know how he looks. 

Robert says, the czarf is there, and is fallen in love 
with you, and designs to carry you to Muscovy ; pray 
provide yourself with muffs and sable tippets, &c. 

^Eolus has made a strange revolution in the rooks 9 
nests ; but I say no more, for it is dangerous to meddle 
with things above us. 

I desire your absence heartily ; for now I live in 
great state, and the cook comes in to know what I please 
to have for dinner . I ask very gravely what is in the 
house, and accordingly give orders for a dish of pigeons, 
' or, &c You shall have no more ale here, unless you 
send us a letter. Here is a great bundle and a letter 
for you ; both came together from London. We all 
keep home like so many cats. 



• Steward to Sir William Temple, after whose death he married 
Mrs. Johnson, Stella's sister. N. 
f Peter the Great was then in England. N. 



DOCTOR SWIFT. ^ 19 



TO THE REV. MR. WINDER* PREBEN- 
DARY OF KILROOT. 

[TO BE LEFT AT BELFAST, IN THE COUNTY OF 
ANTRIM, IRELAND.] 

Moor Park; Jan. 13, 16989. 

I Am not likely to be so pleased with any thing again 
this good while, as I was with your letter of December 
20, and it has begun to put me into a good opinion of 
my own merits, or at least my skill at negotiation, to 
find I have so quickly restored a correspondence that I 
feared was declining, as it requires more charms and ad- 
dress in women to revive one fainting flame than to kin- 
dle a dozen new ones :f but I assure you I was very far 
from imputing your silence to any bad cause (having 
never entertained one single ill thought of you in my 
life,) but to a custom which breaks off commerce be- 
tween abundance of people after a long absence. At 
first one omits writing for a little while, and then one 
stays a while longer to consider of excuses, and at last 
it grows desperate, and one does not write at all ; At 
this rate I have served others, and have been served 
myself. 

* This gentleman was Swift's immediate successor in the prebend of 
Ireland. In 1714 he printed a sermon, which he preached at St. 
Mary's, Dublin, May 30, 1714, " on the mischief of faction to church 
and state." Elizabeth the youngest daughter of Mr. Winder was mo- 
ther to the first Lord Macartney. N. 

f Mr. Sheridan notices a preceding letter to Mr. Winder from 
Moor Park, in 1698; in which Swift says, " I remember those 
letters to Eliza; they were writ in my youth. Pray burn them. 
You mention a dangerous rival for an absent lover ; but I must take 
my fortune. If the report ^rocs^ pray inform me." N. 
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I wish I had a lexicon by me to find whether your 
Greek word be spelt and accented right ; and I am very 
sorry you have made an acutum in ultima, as if you 
laid the greatest stress upon the worst part of the word. 
However, I protest against your meaning, or any inter- 
pretation you shall ever make of that nature out of my 
letters. If I thought you deserved any bitter words, I 
should either deliver them plainly, or hold my tongue 
altogether ; for I esteem the custom of conveying one's 
resentments by hints or innuendoes to be a sign of ma- 
lice, or fear, or too little sincerity ; but I have told you 
coram et abscns, that you are in your nature more sen- 
sible than you need be, and it is hard you cannot be 
satisfied witli the esteem of the best among your neigh- 
bours, but lose your time in regarding what may be 
thought of you by one of my privacy and distance. I 
wish you could as easily make my esteem and friendship 
for you to be of any value as you may be sure to com- 
mand them. 

I should be sorry if you have been at an inconve- 
nience in hastening my accounts; and I dare refer you 
to my letters, that they will lay the fault upon yourself; 
for I think I desired more than once, that you would not 
make more despatch than stood with your ease, because 
I was in no haste at all. 

I desired of you two or three times that when you 
had sent me a catalogue of those few books, you would 
not send them to Dublin till you had heard again from 
me : The reason was, that I did believe there were one 
or two of them that might have been useful to you, and 
one or two more that were not worth the carriage : Of 
the latter sort were an old musty Horace, and Foley's 
book ; of the former were Reynolds' Works, Collection 
of Sermons, in 4to. StiUingfleet's Grounds, &c. and the 
folio paper book, very good for sermons, or a receipt 
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book for your wife, or to keep accounts for mutton, rai- 
sius, &c. The Sceptis Seicntifica is uot miue, but old Mr; 
Dobbs's, and I wish it were restored : He has Temple's 
Miscellanea instead of it, which is a good book, worth 
your reading. If Sceptis ScietUifica comes to me, I'll 
burn it for a fustian piece of abominable curious vir- 
tuoso stuff. The books missing are few and inconsi- 
derable, not worth troubling any body about. I hope 
this will come to your hancJs, before you have sent your 
cargo, that you may keep those books I mention ; and 
desire you will write my name, and ex dano before them, 
in large letters. 

. I desire ray humble service to Mrs. Winder, and that 
you will let her know I shall pay a visit at Carmony 
some day or other, how little soever any of you may 
think of it. But I will, as you desire, excuse you the 
delivery of my compliments to poor H. Clements, and 
hope yeu will have much better fortune than poor Mr. 
Davis, who has left a family that is- like to find a cruel 
want of him. Pray let me hear that you grow very 
rich, and begin to make purchases. I never heard that 
H. Clements was dead : I was at his mayoral feast : 
Has he been mayor since ? or did lie die then, and 
every body forget to send me word of it ? 

Those sermons you have thought fit to transcribe 
will utterly disgrace you, unless you have so much cre- 
dit that whatever comes from you will pass : They were 
what I was firmly resolved to burn, and especially some 
of them the idlest trifling stuff that ever was writ, cal- 
culated for a church without company, or a roof, like 
our ********* Oxford. They will be a perfect 
lampoon upon me, whenever you look on them, and re- 
member they are mine. 

I remember those letters to Eliza ; they were writ in 
my youth; you might have sealed them up, and no- 
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body of my friends would have opened them : Pray 
burn them. There were parcels of other papers that I 
would not have lost ; and I hope you have packed them 
up so that they may come to me. Some of them were 
abstracts and collections from reading. 

You mention a dangerous rival for an absent Iovqt : 
but I must take my fortune: If the report proceeds, 
pray inform me; and when you have leisure and hu- 
mour, give, me the pleasure • f a letter from you: And 
though you are a man full of fastenings to (he world, 
yet endeavour to continue a friendship in absence ; for 
who knows but fate may jumble us together again: 
And I believe, had I been assured of ) our neighbour* 
hood, I should not have been so unsatisfied with the re* 
gion I was planted in. 

I am, and will be ever entirely, 

Yours, &e. 

J. SWIFT. 
P. S. Pray let me know something of my debt being 
paid to Tailer, the inkeeper of — *— $ I have forgot 
the town , between Jromore and Newry, 



V US. JANE SWIFT TO MR. DEANE SWIFT, 

May 26, 1699. 
My poor brother has lost his best friend Sir William 
Temple, who was so fond of him whilst he lived, that 
he made him give up his living* in this country, to stay 
with him at Moor Park : and promised to get him one in 
England, But death came in between, and has left him 
unprovided both of friend and living ! 

* The prebend of Kilroot, in the diocese of Connor, t£en votfb 
ftbottt 100t a year, andia 1786 worth about J70(. N. 
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TO MISS JANE WARYNG .* 

Dublin, May 4, 1 700. 

MADAM, 

I am extremely concerned at the account you give ef 
jour health ; for ray uncle told me he found you in ap- 
pearance better than you had been in some years, and I 
was in hopes you had still continued so. God forbid I 
should ever be the occasion of creating more troubles to 
you, as you seem to intimate ! The letter you desired 
me to answer I have frequently read, and thought I had 
replied to every part of it that required it ; however, 
since you are pleased to repeat, those particulars where- 
in you desire satisfaction, I shall endeavour to give it 
you as well as I am able. You would know what gave 
my temper that sudden turn, as to alter the style of my 
letters since I last came over. If there has been that 
alteration you observe, I have told you the cause abun- 
dance of times. I had used a thousand endeavours and 
arguments, to get you from the company and place you 
are in; both on the account of your health and humour* 
which I thought were like*to suffer very much in such 
an air, and before such examples. All I had in answer 
from you, was nothing but a great deal of arguing, and 
sometimes in a style so very imperious as I thought 
might have been spared, when I reflected how much you 
had been in. the wrong. The other thing you would 
know is, whether this change of style be owing to the 
thoughts of a new mistress. I declare, upon the word 
of a christian and a gentleman, it is not ; neither had I 

f A young lady of family in the North of Ireland. It was written 
sot long before the time of Stella's fixing ber residence in that king* 
4onv N. 
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ever thoughts of being married to any other person but 
yourself. I had ever an opinion that you had a great 
s reetness of nature and humour; and whatever appear- 
ed to the contrary, I looked upon it only as a thing put 
on as necessary before a lover : but I have since observ- 
ed in abundance of your letters such marks of a severe 
indifference, that I began to think it was hardly possible 
for one of my few good qualities to please you. I never 
knew any so hard to be worked upon, even in matters 
where the interest and concern are entirely your own ; 
all which, I say, passed easily while we were in the state 
of formalities and ceremony ; but, since that, there is no 
Other way of accounting for this untractable behaviour 
in you, but by imputing it to a want of common esteem 
and friendship for me. - 

When I desired an account of your fortune, I had no 
such design as you pretend to imagine. I have told you 
many a time, that in England it was in the power of 
any young fellow of common sense to get a larger fortune 
than ever you pretended to : I asked, in order to con- 
sider whether it were sufficient, with the help of my poor 
income, to make one of your humour easy in a married 
state. I think it comes to almost a hundred pounds a 
year ; and I think at the same time that no young wo- 
man in the world of the same income would dwindle 
away their health and life in such a sink, and among 
such family conversation : neither have all your letters 
been once able to persuade that you have the least value 
for me, because you so little regarded what I so often 
said upon that matter. The dismal account you say I 
have given you of my livings* I can assure you to be a 
true one; and, since it is a dismal one even iu your own 
opinion, you can best draw consequences from it The 

* Those of Laracor and Rathbeggin. F. 
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place where Dr. Bolton*4ived is upon a living which 
he keeps with the deanery ; but the place of residence 
for that they have given me is within a mile of a town 
called Trim, twenty miles from hence; and there is no 
other way, but to hire a house at Trim, or build one on 
the spot : the first is hardly to be done, and the other I 
am too poor to perform at present. For coming down to 
Belfast, it is what I cannot yet thiuk of, my attendance 
is so close, and so much required of me ; but our govern- 
ment sits very loose, and I believe will change in a few 
months) whether our partf will partake in the change, 
I know not, though I am very apt to believe it ; and then 
I shall be at leisure for a short journey. But I hope 
your other friends, more powerful than I, will before that 
time persuade you from the place where you are. I 
desire my service to your mother, in return for her re- 
membrance : but for any other dealings that way, I en- 
treat your pardon ; and I think I have more cause to re- 
sent your desires of me in that case, than you have to be 
angry at my refusals. If you like such company and 
conduct, much good do you with them ! My education 
has been otherwise. My uncle Adam}: asked me one 

* This gentleman t as well as Dr. Swift, was chaplain to Lord Berke- 
ley when one of the lords justices in Ireland; aud was promoted to 
the deanery of Derry, which had been previously promised to Dr. 
Swift : but Mr. Bosh, the principal secretary, for weighty reason* 
best known tobim,self, laid Dr. Swift aside, unless he would pay him 
a large sura ; which the Doctor refused with the utmost contempt and 
•corn. P.— Dr. Bohon, wlro was also Minister of St. Werburgh's, 
Dublin, was advanced to the bishoprick of Clonfert, Sept 12, 1722; 
translated to Elphin, April 16, 1724 ; to Cashel, Jan. 6, 1729; and 
died io 1744. He was one of the most eloquent speakers of his time, 
and was particularly skilled io ecclesiastical history. N. 

f Meaning Lord Berkeley, who was then one of the three lords justi- 
ces. The Earl of Rochester was appointed lord lieutenant in Septem- 
ber following. N. 

X WTiose daughter, Anoe, married a clergyman of the name of Per- 
ry. See Journal to Stella, May 21, 1711. N. ' 
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day in private, as by direction, what my designs were 
in relation to you, because it might be a hindrance to 
you if I did not proceed. The answer I gave him (which 
I suppose he has sent you) was to this effect: " That I 
hoped I was no hindrance to you ; because the reason 
you urged against an union with me was drawn from 
your indisposition, which still continued ; that you also 
thought my fortune not sufficient, which is neither at 
present in a condition to offer you : That, if your health 
and my fortune were as they ought, I would prefer you 
above all your sex ; but that, in the present condition of 
both, I thought it was against your opinion, and would 
certainly make you unhappy : That, had you any other 
offers which your friends or yourself thought more to 
your advantage, I should think I were very unjust to 
be an obstacle in your way." Now for what concerns 
my fortune, you have answered it. I desire therefore, 
you will let me know if your health be otherwise than 
it was when you told me the doctors advised you against 
marriage, as what would certainly hazard your life. 
Are they or you grown of another opinion in this parti- 
cular ? are you in a condition to manage domestic af- 
fairs, with an income of less (perhaps) than three hun- 
dred pounds a year ? have you such an inclination to 
my person and humour, as to comply with my desires 
and way of living, and endeavour to make us both as 
happy as you cau ? will you be ready to engage in those 
methods I shall direct for the improvement of your mind, 
so as to make us entertaining company for each other, 
without being miserable wheu we are neither visiting 
Bor visited ? can you bend your love and esteem and in- 
difference to others the same way as I do mine ? shall I 
bave so much power in your heart, or you so much go- 
vernment of your passions, as to grow in good humour 
upon my approach, though provoked by*——? have 
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you so much good-uature as to endeavour by soft words 
to smooth any rugged humour occasioned by the cross 
accident* of life ? shall the place wherever your husband 
is thrown be more welcome than courts and cities with- 
out him ? In short, these are some of the necessary me- 
thods to please men who, like me, are deep-read in the 
world ; and to a person thus made, I should be proud in 
giving all due returns towards making her happy. These 
are the questions I have always resolved to propose to 
her with whom I meant to pass my life ; and whenever 
you can heartily answer them in the affirmative, I shall 
be blessed to have you in my arms, without regarding 
whether your person be beautiful, or your fortune Jarge. 
Cleanliness in the first, and competency in the other, is 
all I look for. I desire indeed a plentiful revenue, but 
would rather it should be of my own ; though I should 
bear from a wife to be reproached for the greatest. 

I have said all I can possibly say in answer to any 
part of your letter, aud in telling you my clear opinion 
as to matters between us. I singled you out at first from 
the rest of women ; and I expect not to be used like a 
common lover. When you think fit to send me an an- 
swer to this without , I shall then approve myself, 

by all means you shall command, Madam, 

Your most faithful humble servant, 

JONATHAN SWIFT. 



a 
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TO THE BISHOP OF DERRY.* 

« 

Dublin Castle, July 16, 1700. 

MY LORD, 

I was several times to wait on yonr lordship at your 
lodgings; but you were either abroad, or so engaged, 
that I could not be permitted the honour to attend you. 
I have an humble request to your lordship, that yoir 
will please to excuse me if I cannot be at the triennial 
visitation ; for, my lordf and lady continually residing- 
sit the lodge, I am obliged to a constant attendance 
there. I am with all respect, 
My lord, 

Tour lordship's most obedient, 

and most humble servant, 

JON. SWIFT. 



TO THE RET. DR. TISDALL.J 

London, Dec. 16, 1703. 

I put great violence on myself, in abstaining all this 
vhile from treating you with politics. I. wish you had 

* Dr. William King, afterward, Archbishop of Dublin. See p. 
38, N. 

f The Earl of Berkeley, then one. of the lord:, justices of Ire- 
land. N. 

X Jl v«rjr learned and ingenious clergyman, and Fellow of the Uni» 
v rtrsity of Dublin. He lived in great intimacy with Mrs. Johnson 
and Mrs. Dingley, and made proposals of marriage to the former. 
Whether it were with a view to rouse affections in the adamantine 
jieart of her admired object; or a reach of policy in Dr. Swift, to ac- 
quaint Mrs. Johnson, by such indirect means, that he had no inten- 
tion of engaging himjelf in a married life ; or whether in truth there 
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been here for ten days, during the highest and warmest 
reign of party and faction, that I ever knew or read of, 
upon the bill against occasional conformity, which, two 
days ago, was, upon the first reading, rejected by the 
lords. It was so universal, that I observed the dogs in 
the streets much more contumelious and quarrelsome 
than usual ; and the very night before the bill went up, 
a committee of whig and tory cats had a very warm and 
loud debate, upon the roof of our house. But why 

were any artifice on either side; is now not possible to be deter- 
mined. But the lady certainly received the addresses of Dr. Tis- 
daO, and gave him all proper encouragements. It is also certain that 
Dr. Swift had so little thoughts of marriage at this time, that he 
went to the court of England during these addresses, and wrote con- 
stantly to this gentleman, as to a person so intimately acquainted 
with Mrs. Johnson, that he frequently conveyed to her the political 
news of England through his hands. The event of this courtship ap- 
pears in Dr. Swift's letter of April 20, 1704 ; which seems to have 
brought matters to a crisis. Mrs. Johnson discovered no repugnancy 
to the match ; but still she would be advised by Dr. Swift- The 
Doctor, perhaps loath to be separated from so delightful a companion, 
threw an obstacle in the way that was not to be surmounted. This 
gentleman had a benefice in the church, of a considerable value, 
about 100 miles front Dublin, which required his attendance. Dr. 
Swift, in order to bring measures to a final issue, made him an over- 
tare, that he should settle upon his wife an hundred pounds a year 
lor pin-money. The lover, indeed, though extremely captivated 
with the charms of his mistress, hesitated at tub proposal, and desired 
a night's time to consider of it ; but, next morning,' contrary to ex- 
pectation, he agreed to the terms. Swift, never at a loss for some 
uncommon flight of imagination, insisted further, that he should live 
in Dublin, and keep a coach for his wife. Dr. Tisdall had more ho- 
nour than to promise what he could not perform ; the match was ac- 
cordingly broken off : and in a short time after he married the Hon. 
Lettice Fortescue Alaund, third daughter of Lord Fortescue; and ob- 
tained the Rectory of Belfast, where he died in June, 1736. Mrs. John- 
son, with all her wit and beauty, appears not, after this period, to have 
received any proposal of marriage; Dr. Swift being universally ima- 
gined to have been her jmerirftum, her friend, and her admirer. 
These anecdotes (collected from a comparison of the Journal to Stella, 
Oct 20, 1710, with Mr. Deaoe Swift's Essay, p. 87) illustrate an im- 
portant part of our author's private history. If. 
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should we wonder at that, when the very ladies are split 
asunder into high church aud low, and out of zeal for 
religion, have hardly time to say their prayers ? The 
masks will have a crown more from any man of the 
other party, and count it a high point of merit to a mem- 
ber, who will not vote on their side.* For the rest, the 
whole body of the clergy, with a great majority of the 
house of commons, were violent for this bill. As great 
m majority of the lords, among whom, all the bishops, 
but four, were against it : the court and the rabble (as 
extremes often agree) were trimmers. I would be glad 
to know men's thoughts of it in Ireland : for myself, I 
am much at a loss, though I was mightily urged by some 
great people'to publish my opinion. I cannot but think 
(if men's highest assurances are to be believed) that se- 
veral, who were against this bill, do love the church, 
and do hate or despise presbytery. I put it close tot 
my Lord Peterborough just as the bill was going up, 
who assured me in the most solemn manner, that if he 
had the least suspicion the rejecting this bill would hurt 
the church, or do kindness to the dissenters, he would 
lose his right hand rather than speak against it. The 
like profession I had from the Bishop of Salisbury,! my 
Lord Soroers, and some others; so that I know not 
what to think, and therefore shall think no more ; and 
yeu will forgive my saying so much on a matter, that 
alt our heads have been so full of, to a degree, that 
while it was on the anvil, nothing else was the subject 
of conversation. I shall return in two months, in spite 
«f my heart. I have here the best friends in nature, 
only want that little circumstance of favour and power ; 

* This account of the bustle, the hurry, and tumult, whilst the Oc- 
casional Conformity bill was depending, if a moft lirely 
•ur Author's wit and humour. N. 

t Dr. Gilbert Burnet, ft. 
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* 

but nothing is so civil as a cast courtier. Fray let the 
ladies* know I had their letter, and will answer it soon; 
and that I obeyed Mrs. Johnson's commands, and wait- 
ed on her mother, and other friend. Yo\k may add, if 
you please, -that they advise her clearly to be governed 
by her friends there about the renewing her lease, and 
she may have her mortgage taken up here whenever she 
pleases, for the payment of her fine ; and that we have 
a project for putting out her money in a certain lady's 
hands for annuities, if the parliament goes on with them, 
and she likes it. 

> I'll teach you a way to outwit Mrs. Johnson : it is a 
new fashioned way of being witty, and they call it a 
bite. You must ask a bantering question, or tell some 
damned lie in a serious manner, and then she will an- 
swer or speak as if you were in earnest : and then cry 
you, " Madam, there's a bite." I would not have you 
undervalue this, for it is the constant amusement in court, 
and every where else among the great people ; and I let 
you know it, in order to have it obtain among you, and 
teach you a new refinement. 



xo THE SAME. 

Lmidm, Feb. 3, 1 703-4. 

I am content you should judge the order of friendship 
you are in with me by my writing to you, and accord 
ingly you will find yourself the first after the ladies ff 
for I never write to any other, either friend or.relation, 
till long after. I cannot imagine what paragraph you 

•Mrt. Johnson tad Mil. Diaifey. N. 
f Ditto. 
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meao in my former, that was calculated for lord primate ;* 
or how you could show it him without being afraid he 
might expect to see the rest. But I will take better 
methods another time, and you shall never, while you 
live, receive a syllable from me fit to be shown to a lord 
primate, unless it be yourself. Montaigne was angry to 
see his essays lie in the parlour window, and therefore 
wrote a chapter that forced the ladies to keep it in their 
closets. After some such manner 1 shall henceforth use 
you in my letters, by making them fit to be seen by 
none but yourself. 

I am extremely* concerned to find myself unable to* 
persuade you into a true opinion of your own littleness, 
nor make you treat me with more distance and respect f 
and the rather, because I find all your little pretensions 
are owing to the credit you pretend with two ladies who 
came from England. I allow indeed the chamber in 
William-street to be Little England by their influence ; 
as an .ambassador's Jiouse, wherever it is, hath all the 
privileges of his master's domiuions : and therefore, if 
you wrote the letter in their room, or their company (fov 
in this matter their room is as good as their company) I 
will indulge you a little. Then for the Irish legs you 
reproach me with, I defy you. I had one indeed when 
J left your island ; but that which made it Irish is spent 
and evaporate, and I look upon myself now as upon a 
new foot. You seem to talk with great security of 

* Dr. Narcissus Marsh, of whom Swift entertained no very favoura- 
ble opinion, and whose character he drew with much severity, was 
made Bishop of Ferns, Feb. 27, 1682 ; translated to Dublin, May 24, 
1694; to Armagh, Feb. 18, 1702 ; and died in 1713. By two of his 
private letters, dated Sept. 23, 1703, and June 16, 1704-5, (preserved 
among Bishop Gibson's manuscript papers in the Lambeth library, 
1. 56. 95.) it appears that he was jealous of Archbishop King's endea- 
vouring to procurejp himself a license to preside in the Convocation* 
and invading the presidency. If. 
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your establishment near the ladies ; though perhaps, if 
you kuew what they say of you in their letters to me> 
you would change your opinion both of them and yourself. 
A bite /* — And now you talk of a bite, I ant ashamed of 
the ladies' being caught by you, when I had betrayed 
you, and given them warning. I had heard before of 
the choking, but never of the jest iu the church : you 
may find from thence that women's prayers are things 
perfectly by rote, as they put on one stocking after ano- 
ther, and no more. But, if she be good at blunders, 
she is as ready at comeoffs ; and to pretend her senses 
were gone, was a very good argument she had them 
about her. You seem to be mighty proud (as you liavc 
reason if it be true) of the part you have in the ladies' 
good graces, especially of her you call the party. I am' 
very much concerned to know it; but, since it is an 
evil I cannot remedy, I will tell you a story. A cast 
mistress went to her rival, and expostulated with her for 
robbing her of her lover. After a long quarrel, finding 
no good to be done ; w Well," says the abdicated lady, 
" keep him, and **** ## * ** **** ****"—« No," 
says the other, that will not be altogether so convenient ; 
however, to oblige you, I will do something that is very 
near it." — Dixi.j 

I am mightily afraid the ladies are very idle, and do 
not mind their book. Pray put them upon reading ? 
and be always teaching something to Mrs. Johnson, be- 
cause she is good at comprehending, remembering, and 
retaining. I wonder she could be so wicked as to let 
the first word she could speak, after choking, be a pun. 
I differ from you ; and believe the pun was just com- 

* Alluding to bis former letter. N. 

f Dr. Swift, it must be acknowledged, has here adopted too much 
of the plan of Montaigne, which he mentions in the beginning of thii 
letter. N. 
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fog up, but met with the crumbs, and so, struggling for, 
the wall, could neither of them g$t by, and at last came 
both out together. 

It is a pleasant thing to hear you talk of Mrs. Ding- 
ley's blunders, when she has sent me a list with above a 
dozen of yours, that have kept me alive, and I hope 
will do so till I have them again from the fountain head. 
I desire Mrs. Johnson only to forbear punning* after 
the Finglas rate when Dillyf was at home. 

I thank you for your bill, which was a cunning piece 
of civility to prevent me from wanting. However, I 
shall buy hats, for you and Tom Leigh: for "I have 
lately a bill of twenty pounds sent me for myself, and 
shall take up ten more here. I saw Tom Leigh's bro- 
ther in the court of requests, and, knowing him to be 
your friend, I talked with him ; and we will take some 
occasion to drink your health together, and Tom Leigh's. 
I will not buy you any pamphlets, unless you will be 
more particular in telling me their names or their na- 
tures, because they are usually the vilest things in na- 
ture. Leslie has written several of late, violent against 
presbyterians and low churchmen. If I had credit 
euough with you, you should never write but upon some 
worthy subject, and with long thought. But I look 
upon you as under a terrible mistake, if you imagine 
~ you cannot be enough distinguished without writiug for 
the public. Preach, preach, preach, preach, preach, 
preach ; that is certainly your talent ; and you will 
some years hence have time enough to be a writer. I 
tell you what I am content you should do : choose any 
subject you please, and write for your private diversion, 

* Dr. Tisdall, whom his friends used familiarly to cnll Black Tis- 
dall, was author of " Tom Pun-sibi metamoi ;.ho^ rl, or the Giber 
gibed;' 1 a satire against Swift and Sheridan, in the Gulli verjana, N, 

f The Rev. D4II0B Ashe, N, 
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or by way of trial ; but be not hasty to write for 
the world. Besides, who that has a spirit would write 
in such a scene as Ireland ? You and I will talk au 
hour on these matters. [Pox on the dissenters and inde- 
pendents ! I would as soon trouble my head to write 
against a louse and a flea. I tell you what; I wrote 
against the bill that was against occasional conformity ; 
but it came too late by a day, so I would not print it. 
But you may answer it if you please $ for you know 
you and I are whig and tory.* And, to cool your in- 
solence a little, know that the queen and court, and 
bouse of lords, and half the commons almost, are whigs; 
and the number daily increases,}] 

I desire my humble service to the primate, whom I 
bave not written to, having not had opportunity to per- 
form that business he employed me in; but shall soon, 
now the days are longer. We are all here in great im* 
patience at the king of Spain's delay, who yet continues 
in the Isle of Wight.}: 

My humble service to Dean Ryves, Billy, Joues^ 



* Dr. Tisdal) was a -zealous church- tory ; and used to entertain 
Mrs. Johnson and Mrs. Dingley with convocation disputes. See 
Journal to Stella, Oct. 20, 1710. 

f The lines iucluded in these hooks were printed in one of the 
early editions, and there called, " Part of a Letter." Perhaps 
they were taken from the Dean 1 ? first draught. They were introdu- 
ced by the following sentence, which Swift seems to have dropt for 
the sa ke of enlarging on his first thoughts: *' I have been so long and 
to frequently pursued with a little paltry ailment of a noise in my 
ears, that I could never get humour and time to answer your letter." 

t The Aichduke Charles arrived at Spithead, in his way from Hol- 
land to Portugal, Dec. 26, 1703. By invitation from Queen Anne, he 
visited her majesty at Windsor on the 29th. On the 31st he went to 
the scat of the duke of Somerset at Petworth in Sussex ; and set sail 
for Portugal, Jan. 5 ; but, being driven back by contrary winds, it 
was the 27th of February before he arri ved at Lisbon. N. 

$ See an anecdote of Dean Jones, in Dr. King's Works, in 1776 , 
vol. ii. p. 2$0. J*. 
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and other friends. And I assure you nobody can possi- 
bly be more, or, I believe, is half so entirely, yours, as 

JON. SWIFT. 



TO THE SAME. 

London, April 20, 1704. 

Yesterday, coming from the country, I found your 
letter, which had been four or five days arrived, and by 
neglect was not forwarded as it ought. Tou have got 
three epithets for my former letter, which I believe are 
all unjust : you say it was unfriendly, unkind, and im- 
accountable. The two first, I suppose, may pass but for 
one, saving (as Capt. Fkiellin says, the phrase is) a little 
variation. I shall therefore answer those two as I can ; 
and for the last, I return it you again by these presents, 
assuring you, that there is more unaccountability in your 
letter's little finger, than in mine's whole body. And 
one strain I observe in it, which is frequent enough ; 
you talk in a mystical sort of way, as if you would have 
me believe I had some great design, and that you had 
found it out : your phrases are, " that ray letter had the 
effect you judge I designed ; that you are amazed to re- 
flect on what you judge the cause of it ; and wish it may 
be in your power to love and value me while you live," 
&c. In answer to all this, 1 might with good pretence 
enough talk starchly, and affect ignorance of what you 
would be at ; but my conjecture is, that you think I ob- 
structed your inclinations to please my own, and that my 
intentions were the same with yours. In answer to all 
which, I will upon my conscience and honour tell you 
the naked truth. First, I think I have said to you be- 
fore, that if my fortunes and humour served me to think 
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of that state, I should certainly, among all persons oa 
earth, make your choice ; because I never saw that per- 
son whose conversation I entirely valued but hers ; this 
was the utmost I ever gave way to. And, secondly, I 
must assure you sincerely, that this regard of mine never 
once entered into my head to be an impediment to you ; 
but I judged it would, perhaps, be a clog- to your rising 
in the world ; and I did not conceive you were then rich 
enough to make yourself and her happy and easy. But 
that objection is now quite removed by what you have 
at present ; and by the assurances of Eaton's livings. I 
told you indeed, that your authority was not sufficient 
to make overtures to the mother, without the daughter's 
giving me leave uuder her own or her friend's hand, 
which, I think, was a right and a prudent step. How- 
ever, I told the mother immediately, and spoke with all 
the advantages you deserve. But the objection of your 
fortune being removed, J declare I have no other ; uor 
shall any consideration of my own misfortune of losing 
so good a friend and companion as her, prevail on me, 
against her interest and settlement in the world, since it 
k held so necessary and convenient a thing for ladies to 
marry ; and that time takes off from the lustre of virgins 
in all other eyes but mine. I appeal to my letters to 
herself, whether I was your friend or not in the whole 
concern; though the part I designed to act in it was 
purely passive, which is the utmost I will ever do in 
things of this nature, to avoid all reproach of any ill 
consequence, that may ensue in the variety of worldly 
accidents. Nay, I went so far both to her mother, her- 
self, and I think to you, as to think 'it could not be de- 
cently broken ; since I supposed the town had got it 
in their tongues, and therefore I thought it could not 
miscarry without some disadvantage to the lady's credit. 
I have always described her to you in a manner differ- 
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ent from those, who would be discouraging ; and roust 
add, that though it has come in my way to converse with 
persons of the first rank, and of that sex, more than it 
usual to men of my level, and of our function ; yet I 
have no where met with an humour, a wit, or conversa- 
tion so agreeable, a better portion of good sense, or a 
truer judgment of men and things, I mean here in Eng- 
land; for as to the ladies of Ireland, I am a perfect 
stranger. As to her fortune, I think you know it al* 
ready ; and if you resume your designs, and would have 
farther intelligence, I shall send you a particular ac- 
count. 

I give you joy of your good fortunes, and envy very 
much your prudence and temper, and love of peace 
and settlement ; the reverse of which has been the great 
aneasiness of my life, and is likely to continue so. And 
what is the result ? En queis consevimus agros ! I find 
nothing but the good words and wishes of a decayed 
ministry, whose lives and mine will probably wear out 
before they can serve either my little hopes, or their own 
ambition. Therefore I am resolved suddenly to retire, 
like a discontented courtier, and vent myself in study 
and speculation, till my own humour, or the scene here, 
shall change. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING * 

Trim, Dec. 31, 1704. 

MY LORD, 

I Did intend to have waited on your grace before 
you went for England ; but, hearing your voyage is 

* Dr. William iOng, Archbiikop of Dublin, 170&-I722. K. 
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fixed for the first opportunity. of the wind, I could not 
forbear giving you a few minutes interruption, which I 
hope your grace will believe to be without any other 
design than that of serving you. I believe your grace 
may have heard, that I was in England last winter, 
when the dean and chapter of Christ Church had, I 
(kink, with great wisdom and discretion, chosen a most 
malicious, ignorant, and headstrong creature to repre- 
sent them ; wherein your grace cannot justly tax their 
prudence, since the cause* they . are engaged in is not 
otherwise to be supported. And I do assure your 
grace (which perhaps others may have been cautious in 
telling you) that they have not been without success. 
For not only the general run in Doctors Commons was 
wholly on their side, which my Lord Bishop of Cloynef 
observed as well as I; but that little instrument of 
theirs did use all his power to misrepresent your grace, 
and your cause, both in town and city, as far as his nar- 
row sphere could reach. And he spared not to say, that 
your grace had personal resentment against him ; that 
you sought his ruin, and threatened him with it. And I 
remember, at a great man's table, who has as much influ- 
ence in England as any subject can well have, after din- 
ner came in a master in chancery, whom I had before 
observed to be a principal person in Doctors Commons, 
when your grace's cause was there debating ; and, upon 
occasion of being there, fell into discourse of it, wherein 
he seemed wholly an advocate for Christ Church ; for all 
bis arguments, were only a chain of misinformations, 
which he had learned from the same hand ; insomuch, 

* A lawsuit between the Archbiihop of Dublin and the Dean and 
Chapter of the Cathedral of Christ Church, Dublin, about hit right 
of visiting them, which was given in fevour of his grace. B. 

f Dr. Charles Crow, 17S2-1726. If. 
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that I was forced to give a character of some persons 
which otherwise I should have spared, before I could 
set him right, as I also did in the affair of the late 
Dean of Derry4 which had been told with so many 
falsehoods and disadvantages to jour grace, as it is hard 
to imagine. 

I humbly presume to say thus much to your grace, 
that, knowing the prejudices that have been given, you 
may more easily remove them, which your presence 
will infallibly do. 

I would also beg of your grace to use some of your 
credit toward briuging to a good issue the promise the 
queen made, at my Lord Bishop of Cioyne's interces- 
sion, to remit the first fruits and tenths of the clergy; 
unless I speak ignorant ly, for want of information, and 
that it be a, thing already done. But what I would 
mind your grace of is, that the crown rent should be 
added, which is a great load upon many poor livings, 
and would be a considerable help to others. And, I am 
confident, with some reason, that it would be easily 
granted ; being, I hear, under a thousand pounds a 
year, and the queen's grant for England being so much 
more considerable, than ours can be at best. I am very 
certain, that, if the Bishop of Cloyne had continued to 
solicit it in England, it would easily have passed : but, 
his lordship giving it up wholly to the Duke of Or- 
niond,* I believe it has not been thought of so much as 
it ought I humbly beg your grace's pardon for the 
haste and hurry of this, occasioned by that of the post, 
which is not very regular in this country ; and, implor- 
ing your blessing, and praying to God for your good 

* Dr. Bolton. N. 

$ Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, N. 
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voyage, success, and return, I humbly kiss your grace's 
bands, and remain, my lord, 

Your grace's most obedient, 

and most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 



FROM TH^ EARL OF BERKELEY.* 

Cranford, Friday Night, 1 706-7. 

I hopf. you continue in (he roiud of coming hither 
to-morrow ; for upon my sincerity, which is more than 
most people's, I shall be heartily glad to see you as 
much as possible before you go to Ireland. Whether 
you are or are not for Cranford,f I earnestly- entreat 
you, if you have not done it already, that you would 
not fail of having your bookseller enable the Arch- 
bishop of YorkJ to give a book§ to the queen ; for with 
Mr. Nelson,|| I am entirely of opinion, that her ma- 
jesty's reading of that book of the project for the in- 
crease of morality and piety, may be of very great use 
to that end. 



• He had been envoy extraordinary and plenipotentiary to the 
State* General in 1689; and in 1699 and 1700 one of the lords justices 
or Ireland, where Dr. Swift had been his chaplain. This letter is 
endorsed by Dr. Swift, " Old Earl of Berkeley , about 1706 or 1707." 
He died Sept. 24, 1710. N. 

t Where a portait of the Dean is still preserved. N. 

\ Dr. John Sharpe, 1691-1713. N. 

\ Swift's Project for the Advancement of Religion, and the Refor- 
oiatioci of Manners. N. 

Robert Nelson, Esq. the worthy and pious author of many ex- 
cellent religious publications, N. 

VOL. XV. C 
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TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

London, Feb. 5, 1707-8. 

MY LORD, 

I Have been above a month expecting the represen- 
tation your grace was pleased to promise to send me, 
which makes me apprehend your grace has been hin- 
dered by what you complained of, the clergy's back- 
wardness in a point so very necessary to their service; 
and it is time ill lost at this juncture, while my lord 
lieutenant* is here, and in great credit at court, and 
would perhaps be more than ordinarily ready to serve 
the church in Ireland. If I have no directions from , 
your grace by the end of this month, I shall think of 
my return to Ireland against the 25th of March, to en- 
deavour to be chosen to the living of St. Nicholas, as I 
have been encouraged to hope ; but would readily re- 
turn at a week's warning, to solicit that affair with my 
lord lieutenant while he stays here, or in any other man- 
ner your grace will please to direct. 

Tour grace knows long before this, that Dr. Millesf 
is Bishop of Waterford. The court and Archbishop 
of Canterbury^ were strongly engaged for another per- 
son, not much suspected in Ireland, any more than 
the choice already made was, I believe, either here or 
there. 

* Thomas Herbert Earl of Pembroke. N. 

f Dr. Thomas Milles was made Bishop of Waterford, May 1I V 
1707, and continued in that see till his death, in 1740. He was onde 
to Dr. Pococke (bishop successively of Ossory and of Meath,) author 
of " Travels to the East," who died in 1765 ; and upele to Dr. Jere- 
miah Milles, the late Dean of Exeter, and President of the Society of 
Antiquaries, to whom Bishop Milles left the whole of his fortune. N. 

t Dr. Thomai Tenison. N, 



DOCTOR SWIFT. 43 

The two houses are-still busy in Lord Peterborough's 
affair, which seems to be little more than an amuse- 
ment, which it is conceived might at this time be spared, 
considering how slow we are said to be in our prepara- 
tions ; which, I believe, is the only reason why it was 
talked the other day about the town, as if there would 
be soon a treaty of peace. There is a report of my 
Lord Galway's death, but it is not credited. It is a 
perfect jest to see my Lord Peterborough, reputed as 
great a whig as any in England, abhorred by his own 
party, and caressed by the tones. 

The great question, whether the number of men in 
Spain and Portugal, at the time of the battle of Al- 
manza, was but 8,600, when there ought to have been 
29,600, .was carried on Tuesday in the affirmative 
against the court, without a division, which was occa- 
sioned by Sir Thomas Hanmer's oratory. It seems to 
have been no party question, there being many of both 
glad and sorry for it. The court has not been fortunate 
in their questions this session ; and I hear some of both 
parties expressing contrary passions upon it. I tell your 
grace bare matters of fact, being not inclined to make re- 
flections; and if I were, I could not tell what to make, 
so oddly people are subdivided. I am, my lord, 
Your grace's most obedient, 

and most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 
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,TO THE SAJKE. 

London, Feb. 12, 1707-8. 
Having written what I had of business about three 
posts ago (whereof I wait an answer,) perhaps it may be 
some amusement to you for a few minutes to hear some 
particulars about the turns we have had at court. Yes- 
terday the seals were taken from Mr. Harley, and Sir 
Thomas Mansel gave up his staff. They went to Ken- 
sington together for that purpose, and came back imme- 
diately, and went together into the house of commons. 
Mr. St. John designs to lay down in a few days, as a 
friend of his told me, though he advised him to the con- 
trary ; and they talk that Mr. Bruges, and Mr. Coke, the 
vice chamberlain, with some others, will do the like. Mr. 
Harley had been for some time, with the greatest art im- 
aginable, carrying on an intrigue to alter the ministry, 
and began with no less an enterprise than that of remov- 
ing the lord treasurer, and had nearly effected it, by the 
help of Mrs. Masham, one of the queen's dressers, who 
was 3 great and growing favourite, of much industry arid 
Insinuation. It went so far, that the queen told Mr. St 
John a week ago, " that she was resolved to part with 
lord treasurer;" and sent him with a letter to the Duke 
of Marlborough, which she read to him, to that purpose; 
and she gave St. John leave to tell it about the town, 
which he did without any reserve; and Harley told a 
friend of mine a week ago, that he was never safer in fa- 
vour or employment. On Suuday evening last, the lord 
treasurer* and Duke of Marlborough went out of the 
council; and Harley delivered a memorial to the queen, 

* Sidney Lord Godolphio. N. 
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relating to the emperor and the war. Upon which the 
Duke of Somerset rose, and said, " if her majesty suffer- 
ed that fellow (pointing to Harley) to treat affairs of the 
war without advice of the general, he could not serve 
her;" and so left the council. The Earl of Pembroke, 
though in milder words, spoke to the same purpose : so 
did most of the lords : and the next day the queen was 
prevailed upon to turn him out, though the seals were 
not delivered till yesterday. It was likewise said, that 
Mrs. Mash am is forbid the court ; but this I have no as- 
surance of. Seven lords of the whig party are appoint- 
ed to examine Greg*, who lies condemned in Newgate ; 
and a certain lord of the council told me yesterday, that 
there are endeavours to bring in Harley as a party in 
that business, and to carry it as far as an impeachment. 
All this business has been much fomented by a lord 
whom Harley had been chiefly instrumental in impeach- 
ing some years ago. The secretary always dreaded him, 
and made all imaginable advances to be reconciled, but 
could never prevail ; which made him say yesterday to 
some who told it to me, " that.he fcad laid his neck un- 
der their feet, and they trod upon it." I am just going 
this morning to visit that lord, who has a very free way 
of telling what he cares not who hears ; and if I can 
leam any more particulars worth telling, you shall have 
them. I never in my life saw or heard such divisions 
and complications of parties as there have been for some 
time; you sometimes see the extremes of whig and tory 
driving on the same tiling. I have heard the chief whigs 
blamed by their own party for want of moderation, and I 
know a whig lord in good employment who voted with 
the highest tories against the court, and the ministry, 
with w horn he is nearly allied. My Lord PeterbotfOw's 
affair* is yet upon the anvil, and what they will beat it 

* See the preceding letter. N. 
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out to, no man can tell. It is said that Hariey had laid 
a scheme for an entire new ministry, and the men are 
named to whom the several employments were to be 
given. And though his project has miscarried, it is 
reckoned the greatest piece of court skill that has been 
acted there many years,— I have heard nothing since 
morning, but that the attorney* either has laid down, or 
will do it in a few days. 



FROM MR. ADDISON. 

Feb. 29, 1707**. 

SIR, 

Mr. Frowdef tells me, that you design me the honour 
of a visit to-morrow morning but my Lord Sunderland^ 
having directed me to wait on him it nine o'clock, I 
shall take it as a particular favour, if you will give me 
join company at the George in Pall Mall about two? in 
the afternoon, when I may hope to enjoy your conversa- 
tion more at leisure, which I set a very great value 
upon. I am, sir, 

Tour most obedient humble servant, 

J. ADDISON. 

Mr. Steele and Frowde will dine with us. 



• Sir Simon Harcourt, knight, then attorney general, afterwards 
Lord Harcourt. N. 

f Philip Frowde, Esq. son of Ashburnham Frowde, Esq. comptroller 
of the foreign office at the post office. He was the author of two 
tragedies, and was much beloved for his genius and learning, and the 
antfabl eness of his character. B. 

| To whom Mr. Addison was secretary . B. 

i Then the fashionable hour for dining. N. 
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TO DR. STERNE.* 

London, April 15, 1708. 

SIR, 

I wonder whether in the midst of your buildings, you 
ever consider that I have broke my shins, and have 
been a week confined, this charming weather, to my 
chamber, and cannot go abroad to hear the nightingales,^ 
or pun with my Lord Pembroke. Pug is very well, and 
likes London wonderfully, but Greenwich better, where 
ire could hardly keep him from hunting down the deer. 
I am told by some at court, that the Bishop of Kildaref 
Is utterly bent upon a removal on this side, though it be 
to St Asaph : and then the question must be, whether 
Dr. Pratt will be dean of St Patrick's, minister of St. 
Catherine's, or provost ? For I tell you a secret, that 
the queen is resolved the next promotion shall be to one 
of Dublin education : this she told the lord lieutenant. 
Tour new Waterford bishop J franks bis letters, which no 
bishop does that writes to me ; I suppose it is some pe- 
culiar privilege of that see. The dissenters have made 
very good use here of your frights in Ireland upon the 
intended invasion ; and the archbishop writes me word, 
that the address of Dublin city will be to the same pur- 
pose, which I think the clergy ought to have done their 
best to prevent, and I hope they did so. Here has the 
Irish speaker? been soliciting to get the test clause re- 
ft Dean of St Patrick's, Dublin ; and afterward Blafcop of Clog- 
her. N. 

f Dr. William Ellia. He continued at Kildare from 170ft, ttH 
1731. N. 
t Dr. Milles. See before, p. 42. N. 

$ Alan Broderick, Esq. afterward Lord Chancellor of Ireland, and 
created Lord Molesworth. H, 
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pealed by an act here ; for which I hope he will be im- 
peached when your parliament meets again, as well as 
for some other things I could mention. I hope you will 
be of my opinion in what I have told the archbishop 
about those addresses. And if his grace and clergy of 
the province send or address, I desire I may present it, 
as one of the chapter, which is the regular way ; but I 
beg you will endeavour among you, that the church of 
Ireland gentlemen may send an address to set the queen 
and court right about the test ; which every one here Is 
of opinion you should do ; or else I have to fear it will 
be repealed here next session; which will be of terrible 
consequence, both as to the thing and the manner, by 
parliament here interfering in things purely of Ireland, 
that have no relation to any interest of theirs. 

If you will not use me as your book-buyer, make use 
cf Sir AndrewFountaine, who sends you his humble ser- 
vice, and will carry over a cargo as big as you^ please 
toward the end of summer, when he and I intend my 
lord lieutenant* shall come io our company without 
fail, and in spite of Irish reports, that say we shall com* 
no more. 

I reckon by this time you have done with masons 
' and carpenters, aud are now beginning with upholster- 
ers, with whom you may go on as slow and soberly as 
you please. 

But pray keep the garden till I come. 
I am, sir, 

Your most faithful humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 

Direct the enclosed, and deliver it to the greatest 
person in your neighbourhood. 

* Thoi&ai Earl of Pembroke. El. 
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TO THE SAME. 

June, 170i$. 
Sir, 

I writ to you some weeks ago, and euclosed (as 
dow,) a letter to jour neighbour. But I fear it was 
kidnapped by some privateer, or else you were lazy or 
forgetful ; or which is full as good, perhaps it had no 
need of an answer, and I would not for a good deal, 
that the former had miscarried, because the enclosed 
was wonderfully politic, and would have been read to 
you, as this, I suppose, will, though it be not half so 
profound. Now are you gone some summer ramble, 
and will not receive this in a fortnight ; nor send the en- 
closed in as much more. I have often begged you 
would let me buy you one fifty pounds worth of books; 
but now I have been here, so long, I believe you will 
have reason to apprehend I may sink the money. Sir 
Andrew Fountaine* will never be satisfied till he gets 
into the little room, with the three Ashes, the bishop of 
Killalaf and myself to be happy at the expense of your 
wine and conversation. 

Here is a sight of two girls joined, together at the 
back, which, in the newsmonger's phrase, causes a great 
many speculations; and raises abundance of questions 
in divinity, law, and physic^ The boys of our town 
are mighty happy, for we are to have a beheading next 

• Dr. Swift, in 1708, uied to lodge with Sir Andrew Fountaine, 
whew be wat in London. H. 

f Dr. William Lloyd, 1690-1718. N. 

X There it a particular account of then in the Philosophical 
Transaction* for the year 1758, vol. 1. p. 811. B. 

G 2 
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week, unless the queen~ will interpose her mercy.* 
Here is a long lampoon publicly printed, abusing by 
name at length, all the young people of quality that 
walk in the park.f These are effects of our liberty of 
the press. 

I long to know what is become of your new house, 
whether there is yet a union between that and the little 
one, or whether the work stops for want of money ; and 
you pretend it is only, that the boards may have time to 
season. We are still in pain for Mr. Dopping's being 
in one of the packet boats that were taken. He and 
many more have vowed never to return to England 
again ; which, if they forget, they may properly be call- 
ed vows written in water. 

Pray, sir, let me hear from you some time this hot 
weather, for it wiH be very refreshing ; and I am con- 
fined by business to this ugly town, which, at this seti* 
HOti of the year, is almost insufferable. I am, Sir, 
Tour most faithful humble servant, 

J. SWIJFT* 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

London, June 10; 1708; 
Jte LORD, 
I sent your grace a long letter several weeks agar 
enclosed in one to the dean.£ I know not whether it 

* Of Edward Lord Griffin, who had been attainted by outlawry 
$r high treason committed in the reign of King William, and was, 
on the 15th of May, 1708, ordered for execution ; but reprieved front 
Jjfoete time, till his death. B. 

f A poem by OWwworth, under the title ef •• 8t Janus'* 

J Dr. Sterne. H. 



^ 



DOCTOR SWITT. 51 

came to jour hands, haviog not since been honoured 
with your commands. I believe I told your grace, that 
I was directly advised by my Lord Sunderland, my 
Lord Somen, Mr. Southwell, and others, to apply to 
nry lord treasurer,* in behalf of the clergy of Ireland ; 
and Lord Sunderland undertook to bring me to lord 
treasurer, which was put off for some time on account of 
the invasion. For, it is the method here of great minis- 
ters, when any public matter is in hand, to make it an 
excuse for putting off all private application. I deferred 
it some time longer, because I had a mind my Lord 
Sunderland should go along with me; but either the 
one or the other was always busy, or out of the way; 
however, Us lordship had prepared lord treasurer, and 
engaged him (as he assured me) to think well of the 
matter; and the other day lord treasurer appointed me 
to attend him. He took me into a private room, and I 
told him my story; " that I was commanded by your 
grace, and desired by some other bishops, to use what 
little credit I had, to solicit (under the direction of my 
lord lieutenant) the remitting of the first fruits; which, 
from the favourable representation of his lordship to the 
queen about four years ago, the clergy were encouraged 
to hope would be granted : that I had been told it might 
be of use, if some person could be admitted to his pre- 
sence, at his asual times of being attended, in order to 
put him in mind; for the rest, they relied entirely on 
his excellency's good office, and his lordship's disposi- 
tions to favour the church." He said, in answer, " be 
was passive in this business : that he supposed ray lord 
lieutenant would engage in it, to whom, if I pleased, he 
would repeat what I had said." I replied* " I had 
the honour of being well known to his excellency ; that 

•* Earl of Godolphio. 3t. 
C 3 
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* 
I intended to ask his leave to solicit this matter with hit 

lordship, but had not mentioned it yet, because I did 
not know whether I had credit enough to gain that access 
he was now pleased to honour me with : that, upon his 
lordship's leave to attend him, signified to me by the 
Earl of Sunderland, I went to inform his excellency, 
not doubting his consent ; but did not find him at home, 
therefore ventured to come : but, not knowing bow his 
excellency might understand it, I begged his lordship to 
say nothing to my lord lieutenant, until 1 had the honour 
to wait on him again." 

This my lord treasurer agreed to, and entering on the 
subject, told me, " that siuce the queen's grant of the 
first fruits here, he was confident, lot one clergyman in 
England was a shilling the better." I told hint "I. 
thought it lay under some incumbrances." He said, " it 
w,as true ; but beside that, it was wholly abused in the 
distribution ; that as to those in Ireland, they were an 
inconsiderable thing, not above 1000/. or 12001. a year, 
which was almost nothing for the queen to grant, upon, 
two conditions : first, that it should be well disposed ioT: 
and, secondly, that it should be well received, with, 
due acknowledgments; in which cases he would give hie 
consent: otherwise, to deal freely with me, be never, 
would." I said, " as to the first, that I was confident 
the bishops would leave the methods of disposing it en- 
tirely to her majesty's breast ; as to the second, her war 
jesty and his lordship might count upon all the acknow* 
ledgmems that the most grateful and dutiful subjects 
could pay to a prince. That I had the misfortune to 
be altogether unknown to his lordship, else I should 
presume to ask him, whether he understood any pae» 
tknlar acknowledgments ?" He replied, " By acknow- 
ledgments, I do not mean any thing under their hands; 
but 1 will so for explain myself to toll you, I mean bet* 
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tor acknowledgments thaa those of the clergy of JSng- 
ftad." 

I then begged his lordship " to give me his advke, 
what sort of acknowledgments he thought Attest lor the 
clergy to make, which I was sure would be of mighty 
weight with them." He answered, " I can only . say* 
again, such acknowledgments as they ought." 

We had some other discourse of less moment; and 
after license to attend him on- occasion, I took my 
leave. 

I tell your grace these particulars in his very words* 
a* near as I can recollect, because I think them of mo- 
ment, and I believe your grace may think them so too* 
I told, Southwell all that had passed, and we agreed ia 
our comments, of which I desired him now to inform you* 
He set out for Ireland this morniug. J am resolved to 
see my Lord Sunderland in a day or* two, and relate 
what my lord treasurer said, as he has commanded me to 
do ; and perhaps I may prevail ou him to let me know 
bis* lordship's meaning, to which I am prepared to an- 
swer, as Mr. Southwell will let you know. 

At evening* the same day, I attended my lord lieu* 
tenant, and desired to know what progress he had made ? 
and at the same time proposed, " that he would give 
me leave to attend lord treasurer only as a common so- 
licitor, to refresh his memory." I was very much sur- 
prised at his answer, " that the matter was not before 
the treasurer, but entirely with the queen, and therefore 
it was needless ;" upon which I said nothing of having 
been there. He said, " he had writ lately to your grace 
an account of what was done ; that some progress was 
made ; but they put it off because it was a time of war, 
but that he had some hopes it would be done :" but this 
b only such an account as his excellency thinks fit to 
give, although I sent it your grace by his orders. I 
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hope that ia Ms letters he is fuller. My lord treasurer 
oo the other hand assured me, " he had the papers" 
(which his excellency denied;) and talked of it as a 
Batter that had long lain before him, which several per- 
sons in great employments assure me is and must be 
true. 

Thus your grace sees that I shall have nothing more 
to do in this matter, farther than pursuing the cold scent 
of asking his excellency, once a month, how it goes on ; 
which, I think, I had as good forbear, since it will turn 
to little account.. All I can do is, to engage my Lord 
Sunderland's interest with my lord treasurer, whenever 
it is brought before him ; or to hint it to some other per- 
sons of power and credit ; and likewise to endeavour to 
take-off that scandal the clergy of Ireland lie under, of 
being the reverse of what they really are, with respect 
to the revolution*, loyalty to die queen, and settlement 
of the crown ; which is here the construction of the word 
Tiny. 

I design to tell my lord treasurer, that, this being a 
matter my lord lieutenant has undertaken, he does not 
think proper I should trouble his lordship ; after which, 
recommending it to his goodness, I shall forbear any- 
farther mention* I am sensible how lame and tedious 
an account this is, and humbly beg your grace's pardon; 
but I still insist, that if it had been solicited four yean 
ago by no abler a hand than my own, while the Duke 
•f Ormond was in Ireland, it might have been done in a 
month : and I believe it may be so still, if his excellen- 
cy lays any weight of his credit upon it ; otherwise, 
God knows when. For myself, I have nothing more to 
do here but to attend my lord lieutenant's motions, of 
whose return we are very uncertain, and Jo manage some 
personal affairs of my own. I beg tbe continuance of 
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your grace's favour, and your blearing; and am, with 
all respect, 

Tour grace's most obedient, &c 



FROM ANTHONY HENLEY * ESQ, 

Grange, Sept. 16, 1708. 
Yesterday the weatherglass was at 28 inches, which 
is lower than ever I saw it; the wind was at east, a very 
dull quarter; the garden so wet, there was no looking 
into it; and I myself by consequence, in the sptee& 
Before night, the glass rose, the wind changed, the gap- . 
den dried, I received your letter, and was as well at 
ever I was in my life, to my thinking, though perhaps 
you may think otherwise. The reason why your letter 
was so long a coming to my hands, was, its being direct- 
ed to me near Winchester ; and Alresford is the post 
town nearest to me. If the officers should come to yeti, 
doctor, if you want a security, that your children shan't 
be troublesome to the parish, pray make use of me ; ni ^ 
Stand for 'em all, though you were to have as many at 
the Holland countess. We have had a tedious expet> . 
tattoo of the success of the seige of Lisle : the country \' : 
people begin to think there is dp such thing, and say the ; . 
newspapers talk of it to make people bear paying taxes 
a year longer. I don't know how Steele} will get off 
of it; his veracity is at stake in Hantshire. Pray de- 
sire him to take the town, though he should leave the 

• Of the Grange, in the County of Sonthampton, member of par- 
liament for Mekombe Regis. He waa a person of peat abilities and 
learning : who mixed humour in the most serious debates. He was 
lather of the lord chancellor, Robert Earl of NqrtMpgton. B. 

f Then writer of theOaiette. B. 
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citadel for a nest-egg. 1 han't the honour to know Co- 
lonel Hunter ; but I never saw him in so good company 
as you have put him, Lord HaHfex, Mr. Addison, Mr. 
Cougreve, and the Gazetteer.* Since he is there, let 
him stay there. Fray doctor, let me know whether 
writing letters be talking to one's self, or talking to other 
folks: for I think the world has settled it, that talking 
to one's self, which offends no body, is madness ; and 
talking to other people, which generally is not quite so 
harmless, is wit, or good breeding, or religion, or — I 
won't write a word more till you have satisfied me what 
I have been doing all this- while. I atn sure one need 
not have writ two pages to introduce my assuring you, 
that I am 

Tour most affectionate humble servant, 

A. HENLEY. 



FROM THE SAME. 

7 

Nov. 2, 170$. 

DEAB DOCTOR, 

Though you woa't send me your broomstick,! Fit 
send you as good a reflection upon death as even Ad* 
rian's himself, though the fellow was but an old farmer 
of mine, that made it. He had been ill a good while; 
and when his friends saw him a going, they all came 
croaking about bun as usual ; and one of them asking 
bow he did ? he replied, in great pain, u If I could but 
get this same breath out of my body, I'd take care, by 
Q— 9 how I let it come in again." This, if it were put 

* Steele. N. 

t Mentation <* » Broonitkk, writtqi by Dr. Swift is 1703. N, 
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iu fine Latin, I fancy would make as good a sound at 
any I have met with. 
I am, 

Your most affectionate humble servant, 

A. HENLEY. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

London, Nov. 9, 1 708. 

J1Y LORD, 

Your grace's letter of September 7, found me in 
Kent, where I took the opportunity to retire, during my 
Lord Pembroke's absence with his new lady, who are 
both expected tomorrow. I went afterward to Epsom, 
and returned but yesterday : this was the cause of my 
so long omitting to acknowledge your letter. I am 
ready to agree with your grace, that very wrong repre- 
sentations are made of things and persons here, by peo- 
ple who reside on this side but a short time, converse at 
second or third hand, and on their return make a vairity 
of knowing more than they do. This I have observed 
myself in Ireland, even among people of some rank and 
quality ; and I believe your grace will proceed on much 
better grounds, by trustiog to your own wisdom and ex- 
perience of things, than such intelligence. 

I spoke formerly all I knew of the twentieth parts ; 

and whatever Mr. D has said in his letters about 

staying until a peace, I do assure your grace, is nothing 
but words. However, that matter is now at end. There 
is a new world here; and yet I agree with you, that if 
there be an interregnum, it will he the properest time to 
address my lord treasurer; and I shall second »t with 
all the credit I have, and very openly ; and 1 know not 



58 LETTERS TO AND FROM 

(if one difficulty lies in the way) but it may prove % 
lucky juncture. 

On my return from Kent (the night of the prince's* 
death,) I staid a few days in town before I went to Ep- 
som : I then visited a certain great man, and we entered 
very freely into discourse upon the present juncture. 
He assured me, there was no doubt now of the scheme 
holding about the admiralty,! the government of Ire- 
land, J and presidency of the council :$ the disposition 
whereof your grace knows as well as I ; and although 
I care not to miugle public affairs with the interest of 
so private a person as myself, yet, upon such a revolu- 
tion, not knowing how far my friends may endeavour to 
engage me in the service of a new government, I would 
beg your grace to have favourable thoughts of me on 
such au occasion ; and to assure you, that no prospect of 
making my fortune, shall ever prevail on me to go 
against what becomes a man of conscience and truth, 
and an entire friend to the established church. This I 
say, in case such a thing should happen ; for my own 
thoughts are turned another way, if the Earl of Berke- 
ley's journey to Vienna holds, and the ministry will 
keep their promise of making me the queen's secretary ;|| 
try which I shall be out of the way of parties, until it 
shall please God I have some place to retire to, a little 
above contempt ; or, if all fail, until your grace and the 
Dean of St. Patrick's shall think fit to dispose of that 
poor town-living** in my favour. 

Upon this event of the prince's death, the contention 
designed with the court about a speaker is dropped, and 
all agree in Sir Richard Onslow, which is looked on as 

* George, Prince of Denmark, husband of Queen Anne. N, 
f Orford. N. f Wharton. N. $ Somen. N. 

!! To the embaay at Vienna. N. *» St Wicholas, JV. 
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another argument for the scheme succeeding. This I' 
bad from the same hand. 

As to a comprehension which your grace seems to 
doubt an intention of, from what was told me, I can say 
nothing : doubtless, it must be intended to come to that 
at last, if not worse; but I believe at present, it was 
meant, that there should be a consent to what was endea- 
voured at in your parliament last session. 

I thought to have writ more largely to your grace, 
imagining I had much matter in my head ; but it fails, 
. or is not convenient at present If the scheme holds, I 
shall make bold to tell your grace my thoughts as for- 
merly, under cover, because I believe there will be a 
great deal to be thought of and done. A little time may 
produce a grett deal. Things are now in great suspense 
both at home and abroad. The parliament, we think, 
will have no prorogation. There is no talk of the 
Duke of Marlborough's return yet Speculative people 
talk of a peace this winter, of which I can form no 
prospect, according to our demands. 
I am, my lord, 
Your grace's most obedient humble servant; 

J. SWIFT. 
Tour grace will please to direct your commands to 
me at St. James's coffee-house, in St JamesVstreet 



FROM ARCHBISHOP KING. 

Dublin, Nw. 20, 1708. 

REVEREND SIR, 

I have yours of the 0th instant, and if the scheme of 
alteration holds, as represented, I despair of our twen- 
tieth parts in the present method ; yet I can't think it 
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proper to move in any new course, till the declaration 
of what is intended be more authentic. I have do 
good ground for my doubt ; and yet io my own mind, 
I make some qsestion, whether all things will be just as 
totalised. If I find this to be so in earnest, I will then 
endeavour^ to obtain an address to my lord treasurer, 
wbkh, I suppose, has been hitherto wanting: but, if 
the matter stick on any considerations not agreeable, 
there is an end of it. To deal freely, I have very little 
hope of succeeding any way ; but it will not make 
things worse to try the experiment. 

I understand some dissenters from hence will apply 
to the parliament of England this session, to obtain * 
repeal of the test, and for a toleration on a larger foot 
than in England ; and that a fond is raised, and agents 
appointed to solicit their affairs, by the presbyters of 
the north. I have had some intimation, that > all dis- 
senters are not of a mind in this point ; the other sects, 
if I am lightly informed, being as much afraid of tneth 
as of us ; and that they would rather be as thejr. are, 
than run the hazard of coming under the jus dfoithtm of 
presbytery. Something pleasant enough is said to have 
happened on this occasion. A certain person endeavour- 
ed to comfort them, and remove their jealousy, by tel- 
ling them they needed not to fear ; for that the greatest 
friends to dissenters, and who would be most zealous for 
toleration, never designed to establish any church, but 
only to destroy that, which had the protection of the 
laws. Whether this will give them satisfaction I can't 
tell ; but am certain, that if any have so wicked a de- 
sign, they will fail in it. 

I am often alarmed with the fears of some good men, 
who would persuade me, that religion is ia danger of 
being rooted out of the hearts of men ; and they won-" 
dered to see me so sanguine in the cause. But I tell 
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^ tbem, that I believe it is with religion, a* with paternal 
affection ; some profligate wretches may forget it, and 
some may dose themselves so long with perverse think- 
ing, as not to see any reason for it : but in sfft* of all th& 
iUnatured and false philosophy of these two sorts of pet>. 
pie, the bulk of mankind will love their children. And' 
so it is, and will be with the fear of God and religion : 
whatever is general has a powerful cause, though every 
one cannot find it out. 

But I have forgot my dissenters : the reason of their 
applying in Great-Britain is, because they see little rea- 
son to hope for success here ; and if I can judge of the 
sense of gentlemen that compose the parliament, they 
never seemed to be farther from the humour of gratify- 
ing them. 

As to your own concern, you see hardly any thing 
valuable is obtained any otherwise than by the govern- 
ment; and therefore if you can attend the next lord 
lieutenant, you, in my opinion, ought not to decline 
it I assure myself that you are too honest to come on 
ill tons; nor do I believe any will explicitly be pro- 
posed. I could give several reasons why you should 
embrace this, though I have no exception against your 
secretaryship:* except that you may lose too much 
time in it, which, considering all tilings, you cannot so 
well spare at this time of the day. 

As to my own part, I thank God, I was never much 
frightened by any alterations: neither King James, nor 
the Earl of Tyrconnel, shocked.me. I always comforted 
myself with the 112th psalm, 7th verse.f I never was 
a favourite of any government, nor have I a prospect of 



* To the embassy at Vienna. N. 

f " He shall not be afraid of evil tidings; his heart it fixed, trusting 
in the Lord." B. 
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being so, though I believe I have seen f< y changeif j 
nor would I advise any friend to sell himself to any, so: 
as to be their slave. I could write some other things, 
that you would desire to know; but pen and ink are 
dangerous tools in some men's hands, and I love a friend 
with an appetite. I am, &c. 

W. DUBLIN. 



TO THE LORD PRIMATE * 

my lord, London, Nov. 30, 1708. 

I writ to you about a fortnight ago, after my return 
from the country, and gave you some account of an in- 
tended change at court, which is now finished. Care 
was taken to put Lord Pembroke in mind of the first 
fruits before lie went out of his office ; but it was need- 
less, for his excellency had it at heart, and the thing is 
done, of which, I suppose, you have an account You 
know who goes over chaplain ; the archbishop of OBfaf- 
bury, and several other bishops, and the lord treasuitr 
himself solicited that matter in a body : it was thought 
absolutely necessary, considering the dismal notion they 
have here of so many high church archbishops amoag 
you ; and your friendf made no application, for reasons 
left you to guess. I cannot yet learn whether you are 
to have a new parliament ; but I am apt to think you 
will, and that it must be thought necessary. The affair 
of DroghedaJ has made a noise here, and like every 

* See before, Feb. 3, 1703-4. N. 

f He means himself. The archbishop had advised him to apply for 
the chapfainship to Lord Wharton, bat Dr. Lambert was appointed. 
N. 

\ Some disputes in corporation affairs. F. 
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tiling else oo your side, is used as a handle : I have had 
U rung in my ears from a certain person. I hope you 
we prepared to take off the Bacramental test, because that 
will be a means to have it taken off here among us ; and 
that the clergy will be for it, in consideration of the 
queen's bounty ; and that men in employment will be so 
wise as to please the court, and secure themselves; but, 
to think there is any design of bringing the Scotch into 
offices, is a mere scandal. 

Lord Pembroke is to haVe the admiralty only a few 
months, then .to have a pension of 40002. a year, and to 
retire ; and it is thought Lord Orford will succeed him, 
and then it is hoped, there will be an entire change in 
the admiralty ; that Sir John Leake will be turned out, 
and the whigs so well confirmed, that it will not be in 
the power of the court, upon a peace, to bring the ba- 
lance on the other side. 

One Mr. Shute is named for secretary to Lord Whar- 
ton: he is a young man, but reckoned the shrewdest 
bead in England : and the person in whom the presbyte- 
rians chiefly confide ; and, if money be necessary toward 
the good work in Ireland, it is reckoued he can com* 
mand as far as 100,000/. from the body of dissenters 
here. As to his principles, he is truly a moderate man, 
frequenting the church and the meeting indifferently, 

The clergy are here in an uproar upon their being 
prorogued : the archbishop of Canterbury takes pains to 

* On this passage it has been observed by Mr. Ltison (Buncombe's 
Collection, Append, to vol. If. p. xliii.) ** This feir character of a 
whig from Swift is so extraordinary, that it seems as if nothing but 
truth could have extorted it. It is, however, observable, that with no 
other correspondent, the extravagance of Swift's humour, and the 
virulence of his prejudices, are half so mnch restrained, as in his let- 
ters to Dr. King. He certainly either feared or respected this pre- 
late, more than any other person with whom he corresponded." N 
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have it believed it was a thing done without hig know- 
ledge. A divine of note (but of the wrong side) was 
with me the other day, and said, he had it from a good 
hand, that the reason of this proceeding was an intention 
of putting the parliament on examining and correcting 
courts ecclesiastic, &c 

The archbishop of Dublin* is represented here as one 
that will very much oppose our designs ; and, although 
I will not say that the Observator is paid far writing as 
he does ,i yet I can positively affirm to you, that what- 
ever he says of that archbishop, or of the affairs of Ire- 
land, or those here, is exactly agreeable to our thoughts 
and intentions. 

This is all I can recollect, fit to inform you at present. 
If you please, I shall from time to time send you any 
thing that comes to my knowledge, that may be worth 
your notice. I am, &c. 



TO DEAN STERNE. 

sir, Nov. 30, 1708* 

I received a letter from you the Lord knows when, 
for it has no date ; but I conceive it to have been a 
month ago, for I met it when I came from Kent, where, 
and at Epsom, I passed about six weeks, to divert myself 
the fag-end of the summer, which proved to be the best 
weather we had- I am glad you made so good a pro- 
gress in your building ; but you had the emblem df in- 
dustry in your mind, for the bees begin at the top and 
work downward, and at last work themselves out of 
house and home, as many of you builders do; 

* Dr. William King. N. 

X This is pretty nearly saying it. N. 
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You know before this the great revolution we have 
bad at court ;* and that Dr. Lambert is chaplain to the 
lord lieutenant : the Archbishop of Canterbury, several 
other bishops, and my lord treasurer himself would 
needs have it so. I made no manner of application for 
that post, upon certain reasons, that I shall let you know, 
if ever I have the happiness to see you again. 

My Lord Sunderland rallied me on that occasion, 
and was very welt pleased with my answer, " that I ob- 
served one thing in all new ministries : for the first week 
or two they are in a hurry, or not to be seen ; and when 
you come afterward, they aire engaged." 

What I have to say of the public, &c. will be en- 
closed,! which, I suppose, will be shown you, and you 
will please to deliver as formerly. Lord Pembroke 
takes all things mighty well, and we pun together as 
usual ; and he either makes the best use, or the best ap- 
pearance with his philosophy of any man I ever knew ; 
for it is not believed he is pleased at heart upon many 
accounts. 

Sir Andrew Fouutaine is well, and has either writ to 
you last post, or designs it soon. 

Dr. Pratt is buying good pennyworths of books for 
the college, and has made some purchases that would 
set you a longiog. You have heard our mighty news 
isj extremely dwindled in our last packets. However, 
wc expected a very happy end of the campaign, which 
this sudden thaw and foul weather, begun here yester- 
day, will soon bring to an issue. I am, &c. 

* On the 25th of November, 170C, the Earl of Pembroke was made 
lord high admiral, the Earl of Wharton Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 
and Lord Somers Lord President of the Council. H. 

f This was a letter, of the rfame date, to Archbishop King. N. 

\ On the 11th of November, 1708, the Earl of Marlborough and 
Prince Eugene obliged the Elector of Bavaria to raise the viege of 
Brussels. H. 
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TO ARCHBISHOP. KING. 

/ 

London, Jan. 6, 1 708-9. 

MY LORD, 

Before I received the honour of your grace's of No- 
vember 20, I had sent one enclosed, &c. with what ac- 
count I could of affairs. Since that time; the measures 
are altered of dissolving your parliament, which, doubt- 
less, is their wisest course, for certain obvious reasons, 
that your grace will easily apprehend ; and I suppose 
you have now received directions about proroguing it, 
for I saw the order some days ago. I should have ac- 
knowledged your grace's letter, if I had not been ever 
since persecuted with a cruel distemper, a giddiness in 
my head, that would not suffer me to write or think of 
any thing, and of which I am now slowly recovering. 
I seat you word of the affair of the first-fruits being 
performed, which my Lord Pembroke had the goodness 
to send me immediate notice of. I seldom see his lord- 
ship now, but when he pleases to command me ; for he 
sees nobody in public, and is very full of business. I 
fancy your grace will think it necessary that in due 
time his lordship should receive some kind of thanks in" 
form. I have a fair pretence to merit in this matter, 
although, in my own conscience, I think I have very 
little, except my good wishes, and frequent reminding 
my Lord Pembroke. But two great men in office, giv- 
ing me joy of it, very frankly told me, " that if I had 
not smoothed the way, by giving them and the rest of 
the ministry a good opinion of the justice of the thing, 
it would have met with opposition ;" upon which I only 
remarked what I have always observed in courts, that 
when a favour is done, there is no want of persons to 
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challenge .obligations. Mean time, I am in a pretty 
condition, who have bills of merit given me, that I 
must thankfully acknowledge, and yet cannot honestly 
offer them in payment. I suppose the clergy will, in 
due time, send the queen an address of thanks for her 
favour. 

I very much applaud your grace's " sanguine tem- 
per," as you call it, and your comparison of religion to 
paternal affection ; but the world is divided into two 
sects, those that hope the best, and those that fear the 
worst : your grace is of the former, which is the wiser, 
the nobler, and most pious principle ; and although I en- 
deavour to avoid being of the other, yet upon this article 
I have sometimes strange weaknesses. I compare true 
religion to learning and civility, which have ever been 
in the world, but very often shifted their scenes ; some- 
times entirely leaving whole countries where they have 
long flourished, and removing to others that were before 
barbarous ; which has been the case of Christianity itself, 
particularly in many parts of Africa ; and how far the 
wickedness of a nation may provoke God Almighty to 
inflict so great a judgment, is terrible to think. But as 
great princes, when they have subdued all about them 
presently have universal monarchy in their thoughts ; 
so your grace, having conquered all the corruptions in 
a diocese, and then pursued your victories over a pro* 
vince, would fain go farther, and save a whole king- 
dom, and would never be quiet, if you could have your 
will, until you had converted the world. 

And this reminds me of a pamphlet lately come out, 
pretended to be a letter hither from Ireland, against re- 
pealing the test;* wherein your grace's character is 
justly set forth : for the rest, some parts are very well, 

* Hii own ; tee the fourth volume of thii collection. N. 
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and others puerile, and some facts, as I am informed, 
wrong represented. The author has gone out of his 
way to reflect on me, as a person likely to write for re- 
pealing the test, which I am sure is very unfair treat- 
ment. This is all I am likely to get by the company I 
keep. I am used like a sober man with a drunken 
face, have the scandal of the vice, without the satisfac- 
tion. I have told the ministry, with great frankness, 
my opinion, that they would never be able to repeal 
it, unless such changes should happen as I could not 
foresee ; and they all believe I differ from them in that 
point. 

Mr. Addison, who goes over first secretary, is a most 
excellent persou ; and being my most intimate friend, I 
shall use all my credit to set him right in his notions of 
persons and things. I spoke to him with great plain- 
ness upon the subject of the' test ; and he says, he is 
coufideut my Lord Wharton Mill not attempt it, if he 
finds the bent of the nation against it.* — I will say 
potbing farther of his character to your grace at pre- 
sent, because he has half persuaded me to have some 
thoughts of returning to Ireland, and then it will be 
time enough : but if that happens otherwise, I presume 
to recommend him to your grace as a person you will 
think worth your acquaintance. 

My Lord Berkeley begins to drop his tltoughts of 
g^ing to Vienna ; aud indeed I freely gave my opinion 
against such a journey for one of his age and iufirmities. 
And I shall hardly think of going secretary without 
him, although the emperor's ministers here4hink I will, 
aud have writ to Vienna. I agree with your "race 
that such a design was a little too late at my years ; 
but, considering myself wholly useless in Ireland, and 

*ue. Taking it off. N. 
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in a parish with an audieuce of .half a score, and it be- 
ing thought necessary that the queen should have a se- 
cretary at that court, my friends telling me it would not 
be difficult to compass it, I was a little tempted to pass 
some time abroad, until my friends would make me a 
little easier in my fortunes at home. Besides, I. had 
hopes of being sent in time to some other court, and in 
the mean while the pay would be forty shillings a day, 
and the advantage of living, if I pleased, in Lord Berke- 
ley's family. But, I believe, this is now all at an end. 
I am, my lord, with the greatest respect, 

Your grace's most obedient and most humble servant, 

J. S\VIFT. 

My Lord' Wharton says, be intends for Ireland the 
beginning of March. 



A MONSIEUR MONSIEUR HUNTER, 

GENTILHOMME ANGLOIS,. a PARIS. 

London, Jan. 12, 1708-9; 

SIR, 

I know no people so ill used by your men of business, 
as their intimate friends. About a fortnight after Mr. 
Addison had received the letter you were pleased to send 
me, he first told me of it with an air of recollection, and 
afler ten farther of grace, thoOght fit to give it me ; so 
you know where to fix the whole blame that it was no 
sooner acknowledged. v 'TXs a delicate expedient you 
prisoners have of diverting yourselves in an enemy's 
country, for which other men would be hanged. I am 
considering, whether there be no way of disturbing your 
quiet by writing some dark matter, that may give the 
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French court a jealousy of you. \ I suppose, Monsieur 
Chamillard, or some of his commissaries, must have this 
letter interpreted to them, before it comes to your hands ; 
and therefore I here think good to warn them, that if 
they exchange you under six of their lieutenant-gene- 
rals, they will he losers by the bargain. But, that they 
may not mistake me, I do not mean as viceroy dt Virgi- 
nia, mats comme le Colonel Hunter. I would advise you 
to be very tender of your Iwnour, and not fall in love ; 
because I have a scruple, whether you can keep your 
parole, if you become a prisoner to the ladies; at least it 
will be scandalous for a free Briton to drag two chains 
at once. I presume, you have the liberty of Paris, and 
fifty miles round, and have a very light pair of fetters 
contrived to ride or dance' in, and see Versailles, and 
every place else, except St. Germain.* I hear the ladies 
'vwayovi already notrepriscnmer Hunter, lephis honnete 
gar fan du monde. Will you French yet own us Britons 
to be a brave people ? Will they allow the Duke of 
Marlborough to be a great general ? Or, are they all as 
partial as their gazetteers? Have you yet met any 
French colonel whom you remember to have formerly 
knocked from his horse, or shiv€red at least a lance 
against his breastplate ? Do you know the wounds you 
have given, when you see the scars ? Do you salute 
your old enemies with 

— ••■ Stetimus tela aspera contra, 
Coiitulimusque manusi" 

Vous saves que — Monsieur oV Addison, notre ban atni> 
est fait secretaire oTitat d'Irlande ; and unless you make 
haste over, and get my Virginian bishoprick, he wilt 

* Then the palace of the queen <V>wa|er of James l\, w\ then^" 
teoder. H, 
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persuade me to go with him, for the Vienna project is 
off; which is a great disappointment to the design I had 
of displaying my politics at the emperor's court. I do 
not like the subject you have assigned me to entertain 
y*>u with. Crowder is sick, to the comfort of all quiet 
people, and Frowde is reveur it peindre. Mr. Addison 
and I often drink your health, and this day I did it with 
Will Pate,* a certain adorer of yours, who is both a bel 
esprit and a woollen draper. The whigs cany all before 
them, and bow far they will pursue their victories, we 
underrate whigs can hanjly tell. I have not yet observ- 
ed the tones 5 noses ; their number is*not to be learnt by 
telling of noses, for every tory has not a nose. — 

'Tis a loss, you are not here to partake of three weeks 
frost, and eat gingerbread in a booth by a fire upou the 
Thames. Mrs. FJoyd looked out with both her eyes, 
and we had one day's thaw ; but she drew iu her head, 
and it now freezes as hard as ever. 

As for the convocation, the queen thought fit to pro- 
rogue h, though at the expense of Dr. Atterbury's dis- 
pleasure, who was designed their prolocutor, and is now 
raging at the disappointment. 

I amuse myself sometimes with writing verses to Mrs. 
Finch, and sometimes with projects for the uniting of 
parties, which I perfect over night, and burn in the 
morning. Sometimes Mr. Addison and I steal to a pint 
of bad wine, and wish for no third person but you ; 
who, If you were with us, would-never be satisfied with- 
out three more. You know I believe that poor Dr. 
Gregory! is dead, and Keilf solicits to be his successor ; 
but party reaches even to lines and circles, and he will 
hardly carry it, being reputed a tory, which yet he 

* See Journal to Stella, Sept. 17, Oct 6, 1710. H. 
f Two famous mathematicians, who published several treatises in 
tint science ao<J io astronomy. H- 
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utterly denies. We are here nine times madder after 
operas than ever : and have got a new castrato from It- 
aly, called Mcolini, who exceeds Valentini, I know not 
how many bars length. Lords Somers and Halifax atfe 
as well as busy statesmen cati be in parliament time. 
Lord Dorset is nobody's favourite but yours and Mr. 
JPrior's, who has lately dedicated his book of poems to 
him : which is all the press has furnished us of any value 
siuce you went. Mr. Pringle, a gentleman t>f Scotland, 
succeeds JVlr. Addison in the secretary's office ; and Mr. 
Shute, a notable young presbyterian gentleman under 
thirty years old, is made a commissioner of the customs. 
This is all I can think of, either public or private, worth 
telling you ; perhaps you have heard part or all of both, 
from other hands, but you must be content ; pray let us 
know what hopes we have of seeing you, and how soon ; 
and be so kind, or just, to believe me always, 

Your most faithful, humble servant, 

JON. SWIFtf. 
P. S. Mr. Steele presents his most humble service to 
you ; and I canuot forbear telling you of your mtchancat 
tj impute the "Letter of Enthusiasm" to me; when. 
X save some good reasons to think the author is now at 
Paris. 



FROM ARCHBISHOP KING. 

Dublin, Feb. 10, 1708-9. 

REVEREND SIR, 

I received yours of last January the 6th, and you 
will And but a sorry correspondent of me. I have been 
confined near two months this winter, and forbid pen 
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and ink by my physician ; though, I thank God, I was 
more frightened, as it happened, than hurt. I had a colic 
about the year 1690, that brought me to extremity, and 
all despaired of my life* and the news-letters reported me 
dead. It began at the same time of the year, and the 
6ame way it did then, and the winters were much alike; 
and I verily believe had I not had the assistance of my 
old physician, Sir Patrick Dun,* I should have run the 
same course, which I could not have supported. But 
with a little physic, and the Spa and Bath waters, I 
escaped without other hardships, than keeping at home ; 
aud so much lor private affairs. • 

As to the- public, I had a letter from my Lord Pem- 
broke, wherein he told me the first-fruits and twentieth 
parts were granted, and that my lord lieutenant will 
bring over the queen's letter for them. I returned him 
my thanks, and as soon as the order comes, he will have 
a public acknowledgment. 

I have seen a letter, that passes as from a member of 
the house, &c. I think your judgment concerning it 
is very just. But pray by what artifice did you con- 
trive to pass for a whig ? As I am an honest man, I 
courted the greatest whigs I knew, and could not gain 
the reputation of being counted one. 

But you need not be concerned ; I will engage you 
will lose nothing by that paper. I wish some facts had 
been well considered before vouched : if any one mat- 
ter in it prove fabe, what do you think will come of the 
paper ? In short, it will not be in the power of man to 
hinder it from a warm entertainment. 

As to the test, I believe that matter is ov$r for this 
season. I was much for dissolving this present parlia- 

* This gentleman founded three professorships in the university of 
Dublin; viz. theory and practice of physic, chirurgery and midwife- 
ry, pharmacy and the materia medico, H. 

D 2 
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merit,' and calling a new one this spring. I had a pret- 
ty good account of the future elections, which, as far as 
my acquaintance reached, were settled ; and I was sure, 
that without great force and artifice, the new members 
would never have repealed the test; but I did not 
know what the influence of a lord lieutenant* (when well 
acquainted in the kingdom, and who knew how to take 
his measures justly) might have effected, and we know 
very. well what force, management and timing matter* 
have ; and there is hardly any thing but powerful per- 
suasions, terror, and ostentation of interest may effect, 
especially in popular elections. And to- confess the 
troth to you, I am not altogether easy in that matter 
yet, especially if things take any new turn in England. 
It is whispered, but I know not by what authority, that 
the queen- herself was at the bottom of what passed ia 
the house of commons with you, and that the ministry 
screened her in that affair, for reasons that may be guess* 
ed at. 

I am wonderfully pleased at the good character you 
give Mr. Addison. If he be the man that you repre- 
sent him to be, (and I have confidence in your judgment,) 
he will be able to serve his lord effectually, and pro- 
cure himself love aud respect here. I can't say it will 
be in my power to do him any service ; but my good 
wishes and endeavours shall not be wanting. 

Mr. Stoughton preached a sermouf here on the 30th 
of January, King Charles's martyrdom, that gives great 
offence : the government heard it, but I was ill at bom*} 
which Dean Sterne will needs have a providence. If 
the representation I have of it be true, I am suit I 

* Thomas, Earl of Wharton , had been appointed to that post, Nor. 
^5, 1708. B. 

f This sermon, preached at Christ Church, Dublin, was burnt by 
the common hangman, Nov. 0, 1711. See Swift's opinion of the 
fttadrtr, in a letter to the Lord Primate, March 2B, 171 L N. 
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should have suspended him, if it had cost me both my 
reputation and interest. I have represented what I 
have beard of it, and have discoursed ray lord chancel- 
lor about it, and told him of what consequence I think 
it to be, both to bim and us, and that it should not pass 
without censure. I have not as yet seen my lord pri- 
mate. Wise men are doing all they can to extinguish 
faction; and fools and elves are throwing firebrands. 
Assure yourself this had an ill effect on the minds of 
most here ; for, though they espouse the revolution, 
they heartily abhor forty-one. And nothing can create 
the ministry more enemies, and be a greater handle for 
calumny, than to represent them, and those that espoused 
them, to be such as murdered King Charles I. and such 
are all, that approve or excuse it. 

As to your own affairs, I wish you could have come 
over chaplain as I proposed; but since a more powerful 
interest interpose*?, JL believe you had best use your en- 
deavours there ;, but if nothing happens before ray lord 
lieutenant comes over, you had best make us a visit. 
Had you been here, I believe something might have 
been done for you before this. The deanery .of Down 
is fallen, and application has been made for it to ray 
lard lieutenant, but it yet hangs, and I know not what 
wifl become of it ; but if you could either get into it, 
«r get a gtod man with a comfortable benefice removed 
to ft, it might make present provision for yeu. I have 
many things more to say ; but they are so much of a 
piece with these I have writ already, that you may 
guess at them alTby this sample. God be with you : 
•mem 

WILLIAM DUBLIN* 



•t 
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MR. LE CLERC TO MR. ADDISON. 

A Amsterdam, le 1 2 de Fevrier, 1 709. 

Jk m'etois donn€ Fhonneur de vous ecrire, monsieur, 
dfcs le commencement de cette annee, pour vous prier 
surtout d'une chose, qn'il me seroit importaDt de savoir 
au phitot. Cependant je n'ai reca aucune de vos 
nouvelles. J'ai appris seulement, que vous qui t tie z !e 
poste, oft vous eticz, pour aller en Irlande en quality 
de secretaire de mylord Wharton. Je m'en r€jouis 
avec vous, dans la supposition, o^e ce dernier emploi 
vaut mieux que le precedent, quoique je sente Men, 
que je perdrai par votre eloigoement. Je rie laisse pas 
de vous soiihaitcr toute sorte de satisfaction dans votre 
nouvel emploi, et de prier Dieu~ qu*il\ vous donne un 
heureux succcs en tout ce que vous eatreprendrez. Je 
vous avois prie, monsieur, de m'envoy*r le nom propre 
et les titres de mylord Halifax, et de lui demander 
ra&me, si vous le trouviez a propos, la permission de 
lui dedier mon Tite-Live. • Comme vous m'aviez mar- 
qu6 par Mr. Philips, que' vous aviez oublie la feuille, 
qui me roanquoit du recueil de Mr. Rymer, je vous 
avois mande, que c'est la feuille 10 T. ou les 4 page^ 
qui precedent immediatement Findice des no«*y dans le 
tome I. Si vous Pavez eue depuis, faites moi la grace 
de I'envoyer a Mess. Toutton et Stuiguer, Men cn- 
veloppcc, et de mettre mon addresse au dessus. Je 
suppose, monsieur, que cette lettre vous trouvera encore 
a Londres, parce qu'on dit, que mylord Wharton ne 
partira que vers le mois d'Avril. 11 ne se passe rien 
de noHvead'ici dans la repuMique des lettres, quf m(j- 
rite de' vous Stre mande\ Les jesuites de Paris ont 
condamnS en termes tres-forts les sentimens du P. Ha** 
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•doui'n, et Foot cootraint de les retracter d'une maniere 
honteuse. On verra quelle en seta la suite. Je vou- 
drois pouvoir vous fctre utile id a quelque chose : vous 
verriez par-la, eombieo je suis, moosieur, votre tres 
humble et tres obeissant serviteur, 

J. LE CLERC. 



FROM ARCHBISHOP KING. 

Dublin, March 12, 1708-9. 

REVEREND SIR, 

The business of the twentieth parts and first-fruits is 
still on the anviL We are given to understand, that 
her majesty designs, out of her royal bounty, to make a 
grant of them for charitable uses, and that it is designed 
this grant should come over with his excellency the 
lord lieutenant The bishops in this town at present 
thought it reasonable to apprise his excellency of the 
affair, and to address him for his favour in it, which ac- 
cordingly is done by this post. We have sent with this 
address the representation made at first to her majesty 
about it ; the reference to the commissioners of the re- 
venue here, and their report, together with the memorial 
to the Lrfwd Pembroke. In that there is mention of the 
state of the diocese of Dublin, as a specimen of the con- 
dition of the clergy of Ireland, by which it will appear 
• how much we stand in need of such a gift This we 
could not well send to his excellency, because it is very 
long, and we apprehend, that it might be improper to 
give him so much trouble at first, before he was any 
way apprised of the matter ; but if you think that his 
excellency may judge it agreeable that it should be laid 
before him, I entreat the favour of you to apply to my 
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Lord Pembroke's secretary, with whom it is, for the 
original, or a copy of it, and present it to my lord lieu- 
tenant, or leave it with his secretary. I have engaged 
for you to my brethren, that you will be at this trouble r 
and there is a memorial to this purpose, at the foot of 
the copy of the representation made to the Earl of 
Pembroke, transmitted with the other papers. What 
charges you are at upon this account, will be answered 
by me. 

The good impression you have given me of Mr. Ad- 
dison, my lord lieutenant's secretary, has encouraged me 
to venture a letter to him on this subject, which I have 
enclosed, and make you the full and sole judge, whether 
if ought to be delivered. I can't be competently in- 
formed by any here, whether it may be pertinent or no; 
but I may and do depend on your prudence in the case, 
who, I believe, will neither omit what may be useful, 
nor suffer me to do an officious or improper thing. I 
mix no other matter with this, beside what agrees with 
v all occasions, the tender of the hearty prayers and 
wishes for you of, sir, 

Your, &c. 

WILL. DUBLIN. 
The reversal of my Lord Slane's* outlawry makes a 
mighty noise through this kingdom : for aught I cau re- 
member, the destroying of our woollen manufactory did 
not cause so universal a consternation. 

* Christopher Fleming, Baron of Slane, having taken tip arms Jbr 
King James in 1688 in Ireland, where he was colonel of a regiment 
of foot, afterward lost Mr estate, and was outlawed, till Queen Anne 
reversed his attainder; upon which the house of commons of Ireland, 
on the 3d of Juue 1709, unanimously resolved, that an address be 
made to the queen, " setting forth the fatal consequences of reversing 
the Outlawries of persons attainted bf treason for the rebellions fk 
1688." Lord Slane was, in November 1713, created by her majesty 
viscount Longford. B. 
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A MONSIEUR MONSIEUR HUNTER. 

GENTILUOMME ANGLOIS, a PARIS. 

London, March 22, 1708-9. - 
Sir, 
I am very much obliged to you for the favour of a 
kind reproach you sent me, in a letter to Mr. Addison, 
which he never tol(I me of till this day, and that acci- 
dentally ; but 1 am glad at the same time, that I did 
not deserve it, having sent you a long letter, in return 
to that yon was pleased to honour me with ; and it is a 
pity it should be lost ; for as I remember, it was full of 
the did fabulas, and such particularities as do not usual- 
ly find place in newspapers. Mr. Addison has been so 
taken up for some mbntiis in the amphibious circum- 
stances of premier c to my Lord Sunderland, and 

secretary of state* for Ireland, that he is the worst man 
I know either to convey an idle letter, or deliver what 
lie receives; so that I design, when I trust him with 
this, to give him a memorial along with it ; for if my 
former has miscarried, I am half persuaded to give him ~ 
the blame. I find you a little lameut your bondage, 
and indeed in your case it requires a good share of phi- 
losophy : but if you will not be angry, I believe I may 
have been the cause you are still a prisoner; for I ima- 
gine my former letter was intercepted by the French 
court, when the most christian king reading one pas- 
sage in it, (and duly considering the weight of the per- ' 
son who wrote it) where I said, if the French under- 

* Principal secretary to the Earl df Wharton, Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland. H. 
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stood your value as well as we do, he would not ex- 
change you for Count Tallard, and all the Debris of 
Blenheim together ; for I must confess, I did not rally 
when I said so. 

I hear your good sister, the Queen of Pomunki, waits 
with impatience till you are restored to your dominions : 
and that your rogue of a viceroy returns money fast for 
England, against the time he must retire from his go- 
vernment. Mean time Philips writes verses in a 
sledge,* upon the frozen sea, and transmits them hither 
to thrive in our warmer clime under the shelter of my 
Lord Dorset I could send you a great deal of news 
from the Republica Grubstreetaria, which was never in 
greater altitude, though I have been of late but a small 
coutributer. A cargo of splinters from the Arabian 
rocks .have been lately shipwrecked in the Thames, to 
the irreparable damage of the 'virtuosi. Mrs. Longf 
and I are fallen out ; I shall not trouble you wi$h the 
cause, but don't you think her altogether in the wrong ?| 
But Mrs. Barton is still in my good graces ; I design 
to make her tell me when you are to be redeemed, and 
will send you word. There's it now, you think I am 
in jest ; but I assure you, the best intelligence I get of 
public affairs is from ladies, for the ministers never tell 
me any thing ; and Mr. Addison is nine times more secret 
to me than any body else, because I have the happiness 
to be thought his friend. The company at St. James's 
coffee-house is as bad as ever, but it is not quite so good* 
The beauties you left are all gone off this frost, and we 
have got a new set for spring, of which Mrs. Chetwind 

' * Ambrose Philips, Esq. See his Lapland, and other pastorals, jn 
his Poems. H. 

f See an account of this lady, and of her death, in a letter dated 
Dec. 26, 1711. N. 

\ See in vol. xxiv. a " Decree for ending the treat/ between Dr» 
Swift and Mrs. Long." N. 
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and Mrs. Worsley are the principal. The vogue of 
operas holds up wonderfully, though ire have had them 
a Tear; but I design to set up a party among the wits to 
run them down, by next winter, if true English ca- 
price does not interpose to save us the labour. Made- 
moiselle Spanheim is going to marry my Lord Fitzhard- 
ing, at least I have heard so ; and if you find it other- 
wise at your return, the consequences may possibly be 
survived ; however, you may tell it the Paris gazetteer, 
and let me have the pleasure to read a lie of my own 
sending. I suppose you have heard, that the town has 
lost an old duke, and recovered a mad duchess. The 
Duke of Marlborough has at length found an enemy 
that dares face him, and which he will certainly fly be- 
fore with the first opportunity, and we are all of opinion 
it will be his wisest course to do so. Now the way to 
be prodigiously witty, would be, by keeping you in sus- 
pense, and not letting you know that this enemy is no- 
thing but this north-east wind, which stops his voyage to 
Holland. This letter going in Mr. Addison's packet 
will, I hope, have better luck than the former. I shall go 
for Ireland sometime in summer, being not able to make 
my friends in the ministry consider my merits, or their pro- 
mises, enough to keep me here : so that all my hopes v 
now terminate in my bishoprick of Virginia: in the 
mean time I hold fast my claim to your promise of cor- 
responding with me, and that you will henceforward ad- 
dress your letters for me at Mr. Steele's* office at the 
cockpit, who has promised his care in conveying them. 
Mr. Domvil is now at Geneva, and sends me word, he is 
become a convert to the whigs, by observing the good 
and ill effects of freedom and slavery abroad. 

I am now with Mr. Addison, with whom I have fifty 
times drunk your health since you left us. He is hurry- 

* Afterward Sir Richard, then under secretary of state. H. j 
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ing away for Ireland, and I can at present lengthen my 
letter no farther ; and I am not certain whether you will 
have any from him or not till he gets to Ireland. How- 
ever, he commands me to assure you of his humble ser- 
vice ; and I pray God too much business may not spoil 
leplus horwete homme du monde ; for it is certain, which 
of a man's good talents he employs on business, must be 
detracted from his conversation. I cannot write longer 
in so good company, and therefore conclude 

Your most faithful 

and most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 



TO THE LORD PRIM ATE MARSH * 

my lobd, London, March 24, 1 700. 

I am commanded by his excellency the" lord lieute- 
nant to send the enclosed to your grace, in answer to a 
letter his excellency lately received from your grace, 
and several] bishops, relating to the first-fruits of Ire- 
land. This will spare your grace and their lordships 
the trouble of any farther account from me. I shall 
therefore only add, that his excellency commands me to 
assure your grace of his hearty inclination\ in favour of 
the church of Ireland ; and am> with great respect, my 
lord, your grace's most dutiful^ and most obedient str* 
vant, 

J. SWIFT, 

* Endorsed by Swift, •• Copy of a letter to the lord primate of Ire- 
land by Lord Wharton's order." N. 
f At first written, some ether. N. * 
t In the first copy, entire disposition to do. N. 
$ Originally, mott obedient and most humble servant. N* 



DOCTOR SWrfT. 83 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

my lord, March 26, 1 709. 

I should have acknowledged your's of February 1 0, 
long ago, if I had not stayed to see what became of the 
first- fm its. I have likewise your's of the 12th instant. 
I will now tell you the proceedings in this unhappy af- 
fair. Some time after the prince's death, Lord Pem- 
broke sent me word by Sir Andrew Fountaine, that the 
queen had granted the thing, and afterward took the 
compliment I made him upon it. He likewise (I sup- 
pose) writ to the same purpose himself to the archbishop 
of Dublin. I was then for a long time pursued ty a 
cruel illness, that seized me at fits, and hindered me from 
meddling in any business ; neither indeed could I at all 
suspect there was any .need to stir any more in this, uu- 
til, often asking Mr. Addison whether he had any or- 
ders about it, I was a little in pain, and desired Mr. 
Addison to inquire at the treasury, whether such a grant 
bad then passed; and finding an unwillingness, I in- 
quired myself; where Mr. Taylor assured me there 

* 

were never any orders for such a grant. ' This was a 
month ago, and then I began to despair of the whole 
thing. Lord Pembroke was hard to be 6een, neither 
did I think it worth talking the matter with- him. What 
perplexed me most was, why he should tell me, and write 
to Ireland, that the business was done ; for if the ac- 
count be sent to Ireland were not as positive as what he 
gave me, 1 ought to be told so from thence. I had no 
opportunity of clearing this matter until the day I re- 
ceived your last letter; when his explanation was, that 
Jic had been promised he should carry over the grant 
wheu lie returned to Ireland, and that his memorial was 
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now in the treasury. Yet, when I had formerly begged 
leave to follow this matter with lord treasurer, only in 
the form of common soliciting, he was uneasy, and told 
me lord treasurer had nothing at all to do with it, : but 
that it was a matter purely between the queen and him- 
self, as I have told you in former letters; which, how- 
ever, I knew then to be otherwise, from lord treasurer 
himself. So that all I -had left me to do was ouly the 
cold amusement of now and then refreshing Lord Pem- 
broke's memory, or giving the ministry, as I could find 
opportunity, good dispositions toward the thing. Upon 
this notice from Lord Pembroke, I immediately went to 
Lord Wharton, which was the first attendance I ever 
paid him. He was then in a great crowd ; I told him 
my business ; he said, " he could not then discourse of 
it with me, but would the next day." I guessed the 
meaning of that, and saw the very person I expected, 
just come from him. Then I gave him an account of 
my errand. I think it uot convenient to repeat here 
the particulars of his answer ; but the formal part was 
this : u That he was not yet properly lord lkutenaat, 
until he was sworn : that he expected" the same applica- 
tion should be made to him, as had been done to other 
lord lieutenants ; that he was very well disposed," «fcc. 
I took the boldness to begin answering those objections, 
and designed to offer some reasons; but he rose sudden- 
ly, turned off the discourse, and seemed in haste ; so I 
was forced to take my leave. I had an intention to of- 
fer my reasons in a memorial ; but was advised, by very 
good hands, to let it alone, as infallibly to no purpose. 
And, in short, I observe such a reluctance in some 
friends, whose credit I would employ, that I begin to 
think no farther of it. 
I had writ thus far without receiving a former letter* 

*The letter of March 12, 1708-9. Sec p. 77. N. 
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from the archbishop of Dublin, wherein he tells me posi- 
tively that Lord Pembroke had sent him word the first- 
fruits were granted, and that Lord Wharton would cany 
over the queen's letter, «fcc I appeal to you, what any 
man could think after this ? neither indeed had I the 
least suspicion, until Mr. Addison told me he knew 
nothing of it; and that I had the same account from the 
treasury. It is wonderful a great minister should make 
no di (Terence between a grant and a promise of a grant ; 
and it is as strange that all I could say would not pre- 
vail on him to give me leave to solicit the 6nishing of it 
at the treasury, which could not have taken the least 
grain of merit from him. Had I the least suspected it 
had been only a promise, I would have applied to Lord 
Wharton above two months ago; and so, I believe, 
would the archbishop of Dublin from Ireland; which 
might have prevented, at least, the present excuse, of 
not having had the same application ; although others 
might, I suppose, have been found. 

I sent last post, by the lord lieutenant's commands, an 
enclosed tetter, from his excellency, to the lord primate. 
In answer to a passage in your former letter: Mr. 
Stoughton is recommended for a chaplain to the lord 
lieutenant. His sermon is much recommended by seve- 
ral here. He is a prudent person, and knows how to 
time, things. Others of somewhat better figure are as 
wise as he. A bold opinion is a short easy way to 
* merit, and very necessary for those who have no other* 
I am extremely afflicted with a cold, and cough at- 
tending it, which must excuse any thing ill expressed in 
this letter. Neither is it a subject in the present cir- 
cumstances very pleasant to dwell upon. 

I am, <fee. 
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FROM MR. ADDISON. 

Dublin, April 22, 1709. 

BEAR SIR, 

I am id a very great hurry of business, but cannot 
forbear thanking you for your letter at Chester, which 
was the only entertainment I met with in that place. I 
hope to see you very suddenly, and will wait on our 
friend the Bishop of Clogher* as soon as I can possibly. 
I have had just time to tell him, en passant, that you 
were well. I long to see you, and am, dear sir, your 
most faithful, and most obedient servant, 

J. ADDISON. 

We arrived yesterday at Dublin. 



FROM THE SAME. 

Dublin Castle, June 25, 1 709. 

DEAR SIR, 

I am heartily glad to hear you are so near us. If 
you will deliver the enclosed to the captain of the Wolf, 
I dare say he will accommodate you with all in his 
power. If he has Jeft Chester, I have sent you a bill 
according to the Bishop of Clogher's desire, of whom I 
have a thousand good things to say. I do not ask your 
excuse about the yacht, because I don't want it, «syou 
shall hear at Dubliu : if I did, I should think myself 

* Dr. St. George Ashe, 1697— 1717. N. 
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inexorable. I long to talk over all affairs with you, 
and am ever, dear sir, 

Your's most entirely, 

J. ADDISON. 
P. S. The j acht will come over with the acts of par- 
liament, and a convoy, about a week hence, which op- 
portunity you may lay hold of, if you do dot like the 
Wolf. I will give orders accordingly. 



FROM THE! SAME. 

Nine o'clock, 
[About July, 1709.] Monday morning. 

DEAR SIR, 

I think it very hard I should be in the same king- 
dom with Dr. Swift, and not have the happiness of his 
company once in three days. The Bishop of Clogher 
intends to call on you this morning, as will your hum- 
ble servant in my return from Chappie Izzard, whither 
I am just now going. 

Your humble servant, 

J. ADDISON. 



FROM THE EARL OF HALIFAX. 

Oct, 6, 1701. 

SIR, 

Our friend Mr. Addison telling me that he was to 
write to you to night, I could not let his packet go 
away without telling you how much I am concerned to 
find them returned without you. I am quite ashamed 
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for myself and my friends, to see you left in a place so 
incapable of tasting you; and to see so much merit, -and 
so great qualities unrewarded by those who are sensible 
of them. Mr. Addison and I are entered into a new 
confederacy, never to give over the pursuit, nor to cease 
reminding those, who can serve you, till your worth is 
placed in that light it ought to shine. Dr. South holds 
out still, but he cannot be immortal. The situation of 
his prebend would make me doubly concerned in serv- 
ing you. And upon all occasions, that shall offer, I will 
be your constant solicitor, your sincere admirer, and your 
unalterable friend. 

I am your most humble and obedient servant, 

HALIFAX. 



FROM MR. STEELE. 

J jord Sunderland's Office, 
' Oct. 8, 1709. 

DEAR SIR, 

Mr. Secretary Addison went this morning out of town 
and left behind him an agreeable command for me, viz. 
to forward the enclosed,* which Lord Halifax sent him 
for you. I assure you no man could say more in praise 
of another, than he did in your behalf at that noble 
lord's table on Wednesday last. I doubt not but you 
will find by the euclosed the effect it had upon him. 
No opportunity is omitted among powerful men, to up- 
braid them for your stay in Ireland. The company that 
day at dinner were Lord Edward Russel, Lord Essex, 
Mr. Maynwaring, Mr. Addison, and rajself. I have 

* The preceding letter, of Oct. 6. N. 
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beard such things said of that same Bishop of Clogher 
with you, that I have often said he must be entered ad 
eundem in our bouse of lords. Mr. Philips* dined with 
me yesterday ; he is still a shepherd, and walks very 
lonely through this unthinking crowd in London. I 
wonder you do not write sometimes to me. 

The town is in great expectation from Bickerstafie ;f 
what passed at the election for his first table being to be 
published this day sevennight.' I have not seen Ben 
TookeJ a great while, but long to usher you and yours 
into the world. Not that there can be any thing added 
by me to your fame, but to walk bareheaded before 
you. I am, sir, your most obedient and most humble 
servant, 

RICHARD STEELE. 



FROM MR. ADDISON. 

St. James's Place, April 11, 1710. 

SIB, 

I have run so much in debt with you, that I do. not 
know how to excuse myself, and therefore shall throw 
myself wholly upon your good nature; and promise, if 
you will pardon what is passed, to be more punctual 
with you for the future. I hope to have the happiness 
of waiting on you very suddenly at Dublin, and do not 
at all regret the leaving of England, while I am going to 
a place, where I shall have the satisfaction and honour 
of Dr. Swift's conversation. I shall not trouble you with 



* Ambrose Philips. See before, March 22, 1708-9. N. 
f The nam? assumed by the author of the Tattler. H. 
t Swift's bookseller. Seep. 99. N. 
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any occurrences here, because I hope to have the plea- 
sure of talking over all affairs with you very suddenly. 
We hope to be at Holyhead by the 30th instant Lady 
Wharton stays in England. I suppose you know, that 
I obeyed your's, and the Bishop of Clogher's commands, 
in relation to Mr. Smith ; for I desired Mr. Dawson to 
acquaint you with it. I must beg my most humble duty 
to the Bishop of Clogher. I heartily long to eat a dish 
of bacon and beans in the best company in the world. 
Mr. Steele and I often drink your health. 

I am forced to give' myself airs of a punctual corres- 
pondence with you in discourse with your friends at St. 
James's coffee-house, who are always asking me ques- 
tions about you, when they have a mind to pay their 
court to me, if I may use so magnificent a phrase. Fray, 
dear doctor, continue your friendship toward me, who 
love and esteem you, if possible, as much as you deserve. 
I am ever, dear sir, 

Your's entirely, 

J. ADDISON. 



TO DEAN STERNE, 

WITH A PROXY FOR HIS APPEARANCE AS PREBSlt- 
DARY OF DUNLAVAN, AT THE ARCHBISHOP'S VIBI- 
TATION. 

sir, Laracor, April 17, 1710. 

You have put me under the necessity of writing yoa 
a very scurvy letter, and in a very scurvy manner. It 
is the want of horses, and not of inclination, that hinders 
me from attending on you at the chapter. Btit I would 
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do it on foot to see you* visit io your own right ; but if 
I must be visited by proxy, by proxy I will appear. 
The ladiesf of St. Mary's delivered me your commands ; 
but Mrs. Johnson had dropped half of them by the 
shaking of her horse. I have made a shift, by the assist- 
ance of two civilians, and a book of precedents, to send 
you the jargon annexed with a blank for the name and 
title of any prebendary, who will have the charity to 
answer for me. Those words, gravi mcornmodo, are to 
be translated, th6 want of a horse. In a few days I ex- 
pect to hear the two ladies lamenting the fleshpots of 
Cavan street I advise them since they have given up 
their title and lodgings of St. Mary's, to buy each of 
them a palfry, and take a squire and seek adventures. 
I am here quarrelling with the frosty weather, for spoil- 
ing roy poor half dozen of blossoms. Spes anni coUapsa 
ruit : Whether these words be mine or Virgil's I cannot 
determine. I am this minute very busy, being to preach 
to day before an audience of at least fifteen people, 
most of them gentle, and all simple. 

I can send you no news ; only the employment of my 
parishioners may, for memory sake, be reduced uuder 
these heads : Mr. Fercivall is ditching; Mrs. Percivall in 
her kitchen ; Mr. Wesley switching ; Mrs. Wesley 
stitching ; Sir Arthur Langford ticking, which is a ne\r 
word for heaping up riches. I know no other rhyme 
but bitching, and that I hope we are all past. Well, 
sir, long may you live the hospitable owner of good bits, 
good books, and good buildings. The Bishop of Clo- 
gher would envy me for those three Bes.\ I am your 

most obedient, humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 

* Dr. Sterne was then vicar general of the diocese of Dublin, and 
wms to visit the clergy in the absence of the archbishop. VI. 
f Mrs. Johnson and Mrs. L'ingley. N. 
t Via. Bits, booki, and buildings. B. 
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DR. SWIFT'S ACCOUNT OF HIS MOTHER'S 

DEATH. 1710. 

Mem. On Wednesday, between seven and eight, in 
(toe evening, May 10, 1710, I received a letter in my 
chamber at Laracor (Mr. Percivall and John Beaumont 
toeing by) from Mrs. Fenton, dated May 9th, with one 
enclosed, sent from Mrs. Worrall at Leicester to Mrs. 
Fenton,* giving an account, that my dear mother, Mrs. 
Abigail Swift, died that morning, Monday, April 24, 
171 0,f about ten o'clock, after a long sickness, being 
ill all winter, and lame, and extremely ill a month or 
six weeks before her death. I have now lost my bar- 
rier between me and death ; God grant I may live to 
be as well prepared for it, as I confidently believe her to 
have been ! If the way to Heaven be through piety, 
truth, justice, and charity, she is there.J 

* The Dean's sister. N. 

f " 1710, April 27, Abigail Swift, widow, aged 70 years, buried.*! 
Register of St- Martin's, Leicester. N. 

X This memorandum is copied from one of the account books, which 
Dr. Swift always made up yearly, and on each page entered mi- 
nutely all his receipts and expenses in every month, beginning his 
year from Nov. I. Fie observed the same method all bis life-time 
till his last illness. At the foot of that page which includes his ex- 
penses in the month of May 1710, at his glebe house in Laracor, in 
the county of Meath, where he was then resident, are the above re- 
markable words, wliich show at the same time his filial piety, and 
the religious u.-e wliich he thought it his duty to make of that melan- 
choly event. He always treated his mother, during her life, with 
the utmost duty and affection ; and sjie sometimes came to Ireland, 
to visit him after his settlement at Laracor- She lodged at Mr. 
Trent's the printer, in George's lane, Dublin ; and once asked her 
landlady, " Whether she could keep a secret'" Who replied, "floe 
Vo;:ld very well." Upon which, she enjoined her, not to make the 
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FROM MR. ADDISON. 

dear sir, Dublin, June 3, 1710. 

I am just dow come from Finglass, where I have been 
drinking your health, and talking of you, with one who 
Joves and admires you better than any man in the world, 
except your humble servant. We both agree in a re* 
quest, that you will set out for Dublin as soon as possi- 
ble. To tell you truly, I find the place disagreeable, 
and cannot imagine why it should appear so now more 
than -it did last year. You know I look upon every- 
thing that is like a compliment as a breach of friendship ; 
and therefore shall only tell you, that I long to see you ; 
without assuring you that I love your company, and va- 
lue your conversation more than any man's, or that 
I am, with the most inviolable sincerity and esteem, 
dear sir, 

Your most faithful, most humble, 

and most obedient servant, 

J. ADDISON. 

matter public, which she wag now going to communicate to her: "I 
have a spark in this town, that I carried on a correspondence with 
while I was in England. He wilt be here presently, to pay his ad- 
dresses ; for he has heard by this time of my arrival . But I would 
not have the matter known." Soon after this, a rap was heard at 
the door ; and Dr. Swift walked up stairs. Mrs. Brent retired ; but 
after a little time, she was called ; and then Mrs. Swift introduced 
her visiter, and said, " This is my spark I was telling you of: this ia 
my lover : and indeed the only one I shall ever admit to pay their 
addresses to me.'* The doctor smiled at his mother's humour, and 
afterward., paid his duty to her every day unsuspected by Mrs. 
Brent, whom he invited some years afterward to take care of his fa- 
mily affairs, when he became Dean of St. Patrick's. And when she 
vied, he continued her daughter (Mrs. Ridgway, then a poor widow) 
In the same office. N . 
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FROM SIR ANDREW FOUNTAINS. 

June 27 ', 1710. 

I neithbr can Dor will have patience any longer f 

and, Swift, you are a confounded son of a . May 

your half acre turn" to a bog, and may your willows pe- 
rish ; may the worms eat your Plato, and may Parasol* 
break your snuff bos. What t because there is never a 
bishop ki England with half the wit of St. George Ashe, 
nor ever a secretary of state with a quarter of Addison's 
good sense ; therefore you can't write to those that love 
you, as well as any Clogher or Addison of them all. 
You have lost your reputation here, and that of your 
bastard the Tattler is going too : and there is no way kft 
to recover either, but your writing. Well ! 'tis no mat- 
ter ; I'll e'en leave London. Kingsmill is dead, find you 
don't write to me. Adieu. 



FROM MR. HENLEY. 

E&SktfMVfif Kctt JLv*rp#r7ttt. 
REVEREND SIB, [AboiU 1 70& AT 1 710.] 

It is reported of the famous Regiomontanus, that he 
framed an eagle so artfully of a certain wood, that upon 
the approach of the Emperor Maximilian to the opulent 
city of Nuremberg, it took wing, and flew out of tho 
gates to meet him, and (as my author has it) appeared as 
though alive. Give me leave to attribute this excellent 

* The Dean'i steward. H. 
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invention to the vehement desire he had to entertain his 
master with something extraordinary, and to say with 
the poet, 

Amor addidit alas. 

I am trying a like experiment, whether I cannot make 
this composition of old rags, galls, and vitriol, fly to 
Dublin ; and if (as the moving lion, which was composed 
by an Italian chymist, and opened his breast, and showed 
the imperial arms painted on its heart) this could d$ ? 
close itself, and discover to you the high esteem - and 
affection I have for you, I should attain my end ; and not 
only sacrifice a hecatomb, but cry out, with extatic Ar- 
chimedes, Evf«*«. 

I should not have presumed to imagine, that you 
would deign to cast an eye on any thing proceeding from 
so mean a hand as mine, had I not been encouraged by 
that character of candour and sweetness of temper for 
which you are so justly celebrated and" esteemed by alt 
good men, as the deticice kumam generis; and I make 
do question, but like your predecessor [an emperor 
again*] you reckon every day as lost, in which you 
have not an opportunity of doing some act of benefi- 
cence. I was moreover emboldened by the adage, 
which does not stick to affirm, that one of the most des- 
picable of animals may look upon the greatest ef queens; 
as it has been proved to a demonstration by a late most 
judicious author, whom (as I take it) you have vouch* 
aafed to immortalize by your learned lucubrations.f 
And as proverbs are the wisdom of a nation, so I take 
naturalizing such a quantity of very expressive ones, as 
we did by the act of union, to be one of the considera- 

* These words are creased over in the original. N. 
f Steele adopted in his Tattler the name of Isaac Bickerstafie. N. 



96 LETTERS TO AND FROM i 

blest advantages we shall reap from it : and I do not 
question but the nation will be the wiser for the future.. 

But I have digressed too far, and therefore resume 
my thread. I know my own unworthiness to deserve 
your favour; but let this attempt pass on any account 
or some merit. 

' In magnis voluisse sat est. 
And though all cannot be sprightly like F — d, wise like 

T rs, agreeable like B — -tb, polite like P— r — de, 

or, to sum up all, though there be but one phoenix, and 
one lepidissimus homuncio, T — p — m ; yet, since a cup 
of cold water was not an unacceptable present to a thirsty 
emperor, I may flatter myself, that this tender of my 
services (how mean soever) may not be contemned; 
and, though I fall from my. great attempt, 
Spcro trovar pieta non che perdono, 
as that mellifluous ornament of Italy, Franciscus Pe- 
trarch, sweetly has it. 

Mr. Crowder, I have often heard affirm, and the fine 
thinkers of all ages have constantly held, that much good 
may be attained by reading of history. And Dr. Sloane 
is of opinion, that modern travels are very behoveful to- 
ward forming the mind, and enlarging the thoughts of the 
curious part of mankind. 

Give me leave to speak A little from both these to* 
pics. 

In the Roman triumphs, which were doubtless the 
roost august spectacles that were ever seen, it was the 
constant custom, that the public executioner should be 
behind the conqueror, to remind him (says my author) 
from time to time, that these honours were transitory, 
and could not secure him from the severity of the laws. 

Col. Morrison of the guards [he lives next door to 
Tart-Hall] his father was in Virginia, and being like to 
be starved, the company had recourse to a learned mas- 
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ter of arts; his name was Venter; he advised them to 
eat one another pour passer ie terns, and to begin with a 
fat cook-maid. She had certainty gone to pot, had not 
a ship arrived just in the nick with a (quantity of pork, 
which appeased their hunger, and saved the wench's 
bacon. 

To apply these ; Did you never (when rioting in the 
costly dainties of my lord high admiral's* table, when 
the polytasted wine excited jovial thoughts, and banish- 
ed serious reflections) forget your frail mortal condition ? 
Or when, at another time, you have wiped the point of 
a knife, or perhaps with a little spoon taken some attic 
salt out of Mrs. F — 's cadenat ; and, as the poet siug% 

Qui sedens adversus identidcm 

Special €t audit 
Did you not think yourself par Deo ? Pray God you 
did not ; pray God you did not think yourself superare 
divos. 

Confess the truth, doctor, you did ; confess it, and re- 
pent of it, if it be not too late : but alas ! I fear it is. 

And now, methinks, I look down into that bog all 
flaming with bonnyclabber and usquebaugh ; and hear 
you gnashing your teeth, and crying, " Oh ! what would 
I give now for a glass of that small beeiy I used to say 
was sow ! or a pinch of that snuff, which I used to say 
was the cursed'st stuff in the world : and borrow as much 
as would lie on a shilling the minute after. Oh ! what 
would I give to have a monitor in those moments to have 
put me in mind of the. sword hanging by a twine thread 
over my liead, and to have cried in a voice as loud as 
Southwell's Memento, doctor, quia Hiberrms es, et in ffi* 
berniam revcrteris /" 

Every man in the midst of his pleasures should re- 

* Thomas Earl of Pembroke. H. 



f 5 LETTERS TO AND FROM 

member the Roman executioner : and I have been as- 
sured, that had it not been for the unfortunate loss of 
bis royal highness the prince,* Sir Charles Duncombef 
•would have revived that useful ceremony, which 
might be very properly introduced in the lord mayor's 
cavalcade. 

I would Hot be mistaken either in what has gone be- 
fore, or in that which is to follow, as if I took you to be 
a. bellygod, an Apieius, or him that wished his neck as 
long as a crane's, that he might have the greater plea- 
sure in swallowing. No, dear doctor, far be it from me 
to think you ISpkuri de grege porcum. I know indeed 
you are helluo, but 'tis librorum, as the learned Dr. Ac- 
cepted Frewen, some time archbishop of York, was; 
and ingenii, as the quaint Dr. Offspring Black all, now 
bishop of Exeter, is. Therefore, let us return to the 
use which may be made of modern travels, aud apply 
Mr. Morrison's to your condition. 

You are now cast on an inhospitable island : no ma- 
thematical figures on the sand, no vestigia homimm to be 
seen; perhaps at this very time reduced to one single 
barrel of damaged biscuit, and short allowance even of 
salt water. What's to be done ? Another in your condi- 
tion would look about ; perhaps he might find some po- 
tatoes; or get an old piece of iron, and make a- harpoon, 
and if he found Higgon sleeping near the shore, strike 
bim and eat him. The western islanders of Scotland 
say, 'tis good meat, and his train oil, bottled till it man- 
tles, is a delicious beverage,, if the inhabitants of Lag? 
land are to be credited. , 

But this I know is too gross a pabulum for one, who 
* (as the chameleon lives on air) has always hitherto lived 

* Of Denmark, who died October 28, 1708. H. 
f Lord Major of London, in 1708. 11. 
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on wii; and whose friends (God be thanked) design he 
should continue to do so, and on nothing else. There- 
fore, I would advise you to fall upon old Joan ; eat, do 
I live to bid thee, eat Addison :* and when you have 
eat every body else, eat my lord lieutenantf [he is some- 
thing lean] God help the while ; and though it will, for 
aught I know, be treason, there will be nobody left to 
hang you, unless you should think fit to do yourself that 
favour ; which if you should, pray don't write me word 
of it, because I should be very sorry to hear of any ill 
that should happen to you, as being, with a profound 
veneration, one of the greatest of your admirers, 

T. B. or any other two letters you like better 
Fray direct your answer to me, at the Sergeant's Head 
iu Cornwall ; or at Mr. Sentiment's, a potty carrier, in . 
Common Garden, in the Phhs. 



TO MR. BENJAMIN TOOKE. 

sir, Dublin, June 29, 1710. 

I was in the country when I received your letter with 
the apology enclosed in it; J and I had neither health 
nor humour to finish that business. But the blame rests 
with you, that if you thought it time, you did not print 
it when you* had it. I have just now your last, with 
the complete key. I believe it is so perfect a Grub- 
street piece, it will be forgotten in a week. But it is 
strange that there can be no satisfaction against a book- 
seller for publishing names in so bold a manner. I wish 

* Then secretary to the Earl of Wharton, lord lieutenant of Jr£ - 
land. H. 
f Earl of Wharton. H. 
i The Apology j>retad to the Tale of a Tub. N. 
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some lawyer could advise you how I might have satis- 
faction : for at this rate, there is no book, however vile, 
which may not be fastened on me. I cannot but think 
that little parson- cousin* of mine is at the bottom of this; 
'or, having lent him a copy of some part ofj &c aud he 
showing it, after I was gone for Ireland, and the thing 
abroad, he affected to talk suspiciously, as if he had 
some share in it If he should happen to be in town, 
and you light on him, I think you ought to tell him 
gravely, ." That, if he be the author, he should set. his 
name to the," &c. and rally him a little upon it : and sell 
him " if he can explain some things, you will, if he plea- 
ses, set his name to the next edition." I should be glad to 
see how far the foolish impudence of a dunce could go. 
Well, I will send you the thing, now I am in town, as 
soon as possible. But I daye say, you have neither print- 
ed the rest, nor finished the cuts ; only are glad to lay 
the fault on me. I shall, at the end, take a little con- 
temptible notice of the thing you sent me ; and I dare 
say it will do you more good than hurt. If you are in 
such haste, how came you to forget the Miscellanies ? I 
would not have you think of Steele for a publisher: he 
is too busy. I will, one of these days, send you some 
hints, which I would have in a preface, and jwt may 
get some friend to dress them up. I have thoughts of 
some other work one of these years : and I hope to see 
you ere it be long ; since it is likely to be a new world, 
and since I have the merit of suffering by not comply- 
ing with the old. Yours, &c. 

* Mr. Thomas Swift: Bee Journal to Stella, Nor. 7, 1711. aod n» 
the Advertisement to the Tide of a Tub, yol. Ilf. N. 
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FROM MR. BENJAMIN TOOKE. 

sir, Ijyndon, July 10, 1710. 

Enclosed I have sent the Key, and think it would 
be much more proper to add the notes at the bottom of 
the respective pages they refer to, than printing them at 
the end by themselves. As to the cuts, Sir Andrew 
Fountaine has had them from- the time they were 
designed, with an intent of altering them. But he is 
dow gone into Norfolk, and will not return till Michael- 
mas; so that, I think, they must be laid aside; for, 
unless they are very well done, it is better they were 
quite let alone. As to the Apology, I was not so care- 
less but that I took a copy of it before I 6ent it to you ; 
so that I could have printed it easily, but that you sent 
me word not to go on till you had altered something in 
it As to that cousin of yours which you speak of, I 
neither know him, nor ever heard of him till the Key 
mentioned him. It was very indifferent to me which I 
proceeded on first, the Tale, or the Miscellanies ; but, 
when you went away, you told me there were three or 
four things should be sent over out of Ireland, which 
you had not here ; which, I think, is a very reasonable 
excuse for myself in all these affairs. What I beg of 
you at present is, that you would return the Apology 
mud this Key, with directions as to the placing it : al- 
though I am entirely of opinion to put it at the bottom 
of each page ; yet shall submit. If this be not done 
soon, I cannot promise but some rascal or other will do 
it for us both; since you see the liberty that is already 
taken. I think too much time has already been lost in 
the Miscellanies; therefore hasten that: and whichever 
is in the most forwardness, I would begin on first. All 
here depend on an entire alteration. I am, &c. 
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FROM MR. ADDISOX. 

dear sib, Dublin Castle^ July 23* 1 710. 

About two days ago I received the enclosed; that is 
sealed up, and yesterday thai of my friend Steele, which 
requiring a 6peedy answer* I have sent you express. In 
the mean time I have let him know that you are out of 
town, and that he nay expect your answer by the next 
post. I fancy he had my Lord Halifax's, authority for 
writing. I hope this will bring you to town. For y out 
amusement by the way, I have sent you some of this 
day's news : to which I must add, that Bra. Byase* and 
Robinsonf are likely to be the bishops of Bristol and St. 
David?* : that our politicians are startled at the breaking 
off the negotiations, and fall of stocks; insomuch that it 
is thought they will not venture at dissolving the par- 
liament in such a crisis, I am ever, dear sir, your's en- 
tirely, 

J. ADDISON, 

Mr. Steele desires me to seal your's before I deliver 
it, but this you will excuse in one, who wishes you as 
well as he, or any body living can do. 



* Philip, first made Bishop of St David's, and then of Hereford. B. 
f John, he was consecrated Bislvop of Bristol, November 19, 171 0, 
a*d translated to the Set of London in March 1713-14. B. 
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IRISH BISHOPS TO THE BISHOPS OF 
OSSORY AND JOLLALOE. 

Dublin, Aug. 31, 1710. 

OU* VERY GOOD LORDS, 

Whseeas several applications have beeo made to her 
majesty about the first-fruits and twentieth parts, paya- 
ble to her majesty by the clergy of this kingdom,, be- 
seeching her majesty, that she would be graciouly pleas- 
ed to extendi her bounty to the clergy here, in such man- 
ner as the convocaiioQ have humbly laid before her ma* 
jesty, or as her majesty shall in her goodness and wisdom 
think fit; and the^aid applications lie still before her 
majesty; and we do hope, from her royal bounty, a fa* 
vourable answer. 

We do therefore entreat your lordships to take onyou 
the soticKation of that affair, and to use such proper me- 
thods and applications, as you in your prudence shall 
judge most likely to be effectual. We have likewise 
desired the bearer, Dr. Swift, to concern himself with 
yon, being persuaded of his diligence and good affection : 
and we desire, that if your lordships' occasions require 
your leaving London before you have brought the bu- 
siness to effect, that you would leave with him the pa- 
pers relating to it, with your directions for his manage- 
ment in it, if you think it advisable so to da We are 
your lordships most humble servants and brethren, 

NARCISSUS ARMAGH. 

WILL. DUBLmiEJtfSIS. 
W. CASSEL. 
W. MEATH. 
W. KILDARE. 
WM. KILLALA. 
To the right rev. fathers in God, John, Lord Bishop of 
Ossory, and Thomas, Lord Bishop of Killaloe. 
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TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

my lord, London, Sept. 0, 1710. 

I arrived here on Thursday last, and inquiring for 
the two bishops, I found my Lord of Ossory* was gone 
some time ago, and the Bishop of Killaloef I could not 
hear of until next day, when I found he was set out 
early in the morning for Ireland ; so that the letter to 
their lordships is so far to no purpose. I cannot yet 
learn whether they left any papers behind them ; neither 
shall I much inquire ; and to say the truth, I was less 
solicitous to ask after the Bishop of Killaloe, when I 
heard the other was gone. 

They tell me all affairs in the treasury are governed 
by Mr. Harley, and that he is the person usually appli- 
ed to ; only of late, my Lord Poulet, upon what people 
have talked to him that way, hath exerted himself a lit- 
tle, and endeavours to be as significant as he can. I 
have opportunities enough of getting some interest with 
his lordship, who hath formerly done me good offices, 
although I have no personal acquaintance with him* 
After which I will apply to Mr. Harley, who formerly 
made some advances towards me ; and, unless he be al- 
tered, will, I believe, think himself in the right to use 
me well: but I am inclined to suspend any particular 
solicitations until I hear from your grace, and am inform- 
ed what progress the two bishops have made ; and until 
I receive their papers, with what other directions your 
grace will desire to send me. 

* Dr. John Harstonge was Bishop of Ossory from 1693 to 1714. N. 

f Dr. Thomas Lindsay, Bishop of Killaloe from March 1685, was 
translated to Raphoein June, 1713, to Armagh in January following; 
and died July 13, 1724. N. 
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Upon my arrival here, I found myself equally ca- 
ressed by both parties, by one as a sort of bough for 
drowning men to lay hold of ; and by the other as one 
discontented with the late men in power, for not being, 
thorough in their designs, and therefore ready to ap- 
prove present things. I was to visit my Lord Godol- 
phin, who gave me a reception very unexpectedly, and 
altogether different from what I ever received from any 
great man in my life ; altogether short, dry, and morose, 
not worth repeating to your grace, until I have the 
honour to see you. I complained of it to some of his 
friends, as having, as I thought, for some reasons, de- 
served much the contrary from his lordship : they said, 
to excuse him, that he was overrun with spleen and pee- 
vishness upon the present posture of affairs, and used 
nobody better. It may be new to your grace to tell 
you some circumstances of his removal. A letter was 
sent him by the groom of the queen's stables, to desire 
he would break his staff; which would be the easiest 
way, both to her majesty and him. Mr. Smith, chan- 
cellor of the exchequer, happening to come in a little 
after, my lord broke his staff; and flung the pieces in 
the chimney, desiring Mr. Smith to be witness that he 
had obeyed the queen's commands ; and sent him to the 
queen with a letter and a message, which Mr. Smith de- 
livered, and at the same time surrendered up his own 
office. The parliament is certainly to be dissolved, al- 
though the day is yet uncertain. The remainder of 
iv bigs in employment are resolved not to resign ; and a 
certain lord told me, he had been the giver of that ad- 
vice, and did in my presence prevail on an acquaint- 
ance of mine in a great post to promise the same thing ; 
only Mr. Boyle,* they say, is resolved to give up. 

* Yonngest too of Charles, Lord Clifford. He was appointed 
chancellor of the exchequer to King William in March, 1701 ; and 
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Every body counts infallibly upon a general removal. 
The Duke of Queensbury, it is said, will be steward ; 
my Lord Cholmondeley is gone over to tbe new interest, 
with great indignation of his friends. It is affirmed by 
the tories, that the great motive of these changes was 
the absolute necessity of a peace, which they thought 
the whigs were for perpetually delaying. Elections 
are now managing with greater violence and expense, 
and more competitors, than ever was known ; yet the 
town is much fuller of people than usual at this time of 
the year, waiting till they see Borne issue of the matter. 
The Duke of Ormond is much talked of for Ireland 
and I imagine he believed something of it himself. Mr. 
Harley is looked upon as first minister, and not my 
Lord Shrewsbury, and his grace helps on the opinion, 
whether out of policy or truth ; upon all occasions pro- 
fessing to stay until he speaks with Mr. Harley. The 
queen continues at Kensington 'indisposed with tbe gout, 
of which she has frequent returns;. 

I deferred writing to your grace as late as I cotttd 
this post, until I might have something to eutertafo 
you: but there is such a universal uncertainty among 
those who pretend to know roost, that little can be de- 
pended on. However, it may be some amusement to 
tell you the sentiments of people here, and, as bad as 
they are, I am sure they are the best that are strrring j 
for it is thought there are not three people in England 
entirely in the secret ; nor is it sure, whether even time 

was much esteemed by that prince. He continued in tba$ P*t till 
Feb. 12, 1707-8, when he was made one of the principal secretaries of 
6tate, in which station he remained till Sept 20, 1710. Oil the ac- 
cession of George I. Mr. Boyle was created Lord Carletoa, and* soo* 
after made president of the council. He died unmarried, March 14, 
1724-5. To the intervention of Mr. Boyle, and the friendship of 
Lord Halifax, Mr. Addison was indebted for hi* first introduction to 
Lord Godolphin. N. 
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three are agreed in what they intend to do. I am, with 
great respect, my lord, 

Your grace's most obedient 
and most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 
I have not time to read this, and correct the literal 
mistakes. 

I was to wait on the Duke of Ormond, to set him 
right in the story of the college, about the statue, &c. 



FROM ARCHBISHOP KING. 

reverend sir, Dublin, Sept 16, 1710. 

I receives your's by the last packets, of September 
the ninth ; and because you have missed the two bishops* 
I send you, with this, the papers relating to the first* 
fruits, and twentieth parts. I send them in two bundles, 
being too big for one letter. The bishops, so far as I 
can learn from the Bishop of Ossory, bave not made 
any step since I left London. I will endeavour to 
get you a letter from the bishops to solicit that affair* 
In the mean time, open the letter to the two bishops 
and make use of it as occasion shall serve. The 
scheme I had laid for them is crossed by my lord 
treasurer's being out ; though, perhaps, that would not 
have done ; but her majesty's promise I depended on, 
and I had engaged the Archbishop of York in it. 
When becomes to London, I will give you a letter to 
him. I can likewise find means, I believe, to possess 
roy Lord Shrewsbury and Mr. Harley, with the rea- 
sonableness of the affair. I am not courtier enough to 
know the properness of the thing ; but I had once an 
imagination to attempt her majesty herself by a tetter, 
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modestly putting her in mind of the matter ; and no 
time so proper, as when there is no Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland, which perhaps may be soon ; but this needs 
advice. 

There are great men here as much out of humour, as 
you describe your great visitee* to have been ; nor does 
the good news from Spainf clear them. I believe, how- 
ever, they are glad at it, though another would have 
served their occasions as well. 

I do not apprehend any other secret in all this affair, 
but to get whigs out of aTl places of profit and trust, and 
to get others in them. As for peace it must be on no 
other terms than the preliminaries; and you'll find a 
tory parliament will give money as freely, and be as 
eager to prosecute the war, as the whigs were, or they 
are not the wise men I take them to be. If they do so, 
and take care to have the money well disposed of when 
given, they will break the King of France's heart, and 
the whigs together, and please the nation. There's an 
ugly accident, that happens here in relation to our twen- 
tieth parts and first-fruits; at midsummer, 1709, there 
was ready money in the treasury, and good solvent 
debts to the queen to the value of 70,000Z. Now I am 
told, by the last week's abstract, there is only 2231. in 
the treasury, and the army unpaid, at least uncleared for 
a year ; and all others, except pensioners, in the same 
condition. Now the great motive to prevail with her 

* Probably the Earl of Godolphin, who was, perhaps, much visited 
by his friends and party, after the resignation of his staff of lord trea- 
surer. B.— This conjecture of Dr. Birch was very ingenious. The 
archbishop's allusion, however, related only to the private visit ft? 
Dr. Swift to his lordship, which he mentions in his letter of Sep te asr- 
ber 9. N. 

t Probably of the battle near Saragoza, in which King Charles of 
Spain gained a complete victory over his competitor, King Philip, 
on the 10th of August, 1710. B. 



DOCTOR SWIFT- 10* 

majesty to give the clergy the bounty petitioned for, 
was the clearness of the revenue here ; but if that be 
anticipated, perhaps it may make an objection. I will 
add no more, but my prayers for you. I am, &c. 

WILL. DUBLIN. 



TO DEAN STERNE. 

sir, London, Sept. 26, 1710. 

One would think this an admirable place from whence 
to fill a letter, yet when I come to examine particulars, 
I find they either consist of news, which you hear as 
soon by the public papers, or of persons and things, to 
which you are a stranger, and are the wiser and happier 
for being so. Here have been great men every day re- 
signing their places ; a resignation as sincere, as that of 
of a usurer on his death bed. Here are some, that fear 
.being whipped because they have broken their rod ; ' 
and some, that may be called to an account, because they 
could not cast one up. There are now not much above 
a dozen great employments to be disposed of, which, ac- 
cording to our computation, may be done in as many 
days. Patrick* assures me, his acquaintance are all 
very well satisfied with these changes, which I take for 
no ill sy mptotu, and it is certain the queen has never 
appeared so easy or so cheer r ul. I found my Lord Go- 
dolphin the worst dissembler of any of them, that I 
have talked to ; and no wonder, since his loss and dan- 
ger are greater, beside the addition of age and com- 
plexion. My lord lieutenantf is gone to the country, to 
bustle about elections. He is not yet removed; be- 

• Dr. Swift's servant. H. 
f Earl of Wharton. B. 
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cause they say it will be requisite to supersede him by 
a successor, which the queen has not fixed on ; nor is 
it agreed whether the Duke of Shrewsbury or Ormond* 
stand fairest. I speak only for this morning, because re- 
ports usually change every twenty-four hours. Mean 
time the pamphlets and half sheets grow so upon our 
hands, it will very well employ a man every day from 
morning till night to read them, and so out of perfect 
despair I never read any at all. The whigs, like an 
army beat three quarters out of the field, begin to skir- 
mish but faintly ; and deserters daily come over. We 
are amazed to find our mistakes, and how it was possible 
to see so much merit where there was none, and to over- 
look it where there was so much. When a great minis- 
ter has lost his place, immediately virtue, honour, and 
wit fly over to his successor, with the other ensigns of 
his office. Since I left off writing, I received a letter 
from my Lord Archbishop of Dublin, or rather two let- 
ters, upon these memorials. I think immediately to 
begin my soliciting, though they are not very perfect ; 
for I would be glad to know, whether my lord arch- 
bishop would have the same method taken here, that 
has been done in England, to settle it by parliament : 
but, however, that will be time enough thought of this 
good while. 

I must here tell you, that the Dean of St. Patrick's 
lives better than any man of quality I know; yet this 
day I dined with the comptroller,! who tells me, be 
drinks the queen's wine to day. I saw Collector 
Sterne,J who desired me to present his service to you, 

* The Duke of Ormond was appointed lord lieutenant, Oct 2fV 
1710. H. 

+ Sir John Holland, Bart. H. 

X Enoch Sterne, Esq. Collector of Wfcklow, and Clerk of th« Hoots 
of Lords in Ireland. F. 
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and to tell you be would lie glad to hear from you, 
but not about business; by which, I told him, I guessed 
be wag putting you off about something you desired. 

I would much rather be now in Ireland drinking your 
good wine, and looking over, while you lost a crown at 
penny ombre. I am weary of the caresses of great men 
out of place. The comptroller expects every day, the 
queen's commands to break his staff*. He is the last 
great household officer they intend to turn out. My 
lord lieutenant is yet in, because they cannot agree 
about his successor. I am your most obedient humble 
servant, 

J. SWIFT. 



A MEMORIAL OF DR. SWIFT'S TO 
MR; HARLEY, 

ABOUT THE FIRST FRUITS.* 

QcL 7, 1710. 

In Ireland, hardly one parish in ten has any glebe, 
and the rest very small and scattered, except a very 
few ; and these have seldom any houses. 

There are in proportion more impropriations in Ire- 
land than in England, which, added to the poverty of 
the country, make the livings of very small and uncer* 
tain value, so that five or six are often joined to make 
a revenue of bOL per annum : but these have seldom 
above one church in repair, the rest being destroyed by 
frequent wars, &c. 

* Thii wai drawn up J*y Dr. Swift j the memorial he received from 
the bijhops having been too long) and not to the purpose. Sec his 
letter tf Oct. 10. N. 
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The clergy, for want of glebes, are forced, in their 
own or neighbouring parish, to take farms to live on at 
rack rents. 

The queen hav'ng some years since remitted the first- 
fruits to the clergy of England, the bishop of Cloyne, 
being then in London, did petition her majesty for the 
same favour in behalf of the clergy of Ireland, and re* 
ceived a gracious answer. But this affair, for want' of 
soliciting, was not brought to an issue during the 
governments of the Duke of Ormond, and Earl of Pem- 
broke. 

Upon the Earl of Wharton's succeding, Dr. Swift 
(who had solicited this matter in the preceeding go- 
vernment) was desired* by the bishops of Ireland to 
apply to his excellency, who tliought fit to receive the 
motion as wholly new, and what he could not consider 
till he were fixed in the government, and till the same 
application were made to him as had been to his pre- 
decessors. Accordingly, an address was delivered to 
his lordship, with a petition to the queen, and a me- 
morial annexed from both houses of convocation ; but 
a dispute happening in the lower house, wherein his 
chaplain was concerned, and which was represented by • 
the said chaplain as an affront desigued to his excellen- 
cy, who was pleased to understand and report it so to 
the court, the convocation was suddenly prorogued, and 
all farther thoughts about the first-fruits let fall as des- 
perate. 

The subject of the petition was to desire, that the 
twentieth parts might be remitted to the clergy, and the 
first-fruus made a fund for purchasing glebes aud impro- 
priations, and rebuilding churches. 

The twentieth parts are twelve pence in the pound, 

* Originally written, directed* N# 
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paid annually out of all ecclesiastical benefices, as they 
were valued at the reformation. They amount to about 
SOOL per annum ; but of little or no value to the queen, 
after the officers and other charges are paid, though of 
much trouble and vexation to the clergy. 

The first-fruits paid by incumbents upon their promo- 
tion amount to 450/. per annum ; so that her majesty, in 
remitting about 1000/. per annum to the clergy, will 
really lose not above 500/. 

Upon August 31, 1710, the two houses of convoca- 
tion being met to be farther prorogued, the archbishops 
and bishops conceiving there was now a favourable 
juncture to resume their applications, did, in their pri- 
vate capacities, sign a power to the said Dr. Swift, to 
solicit the remitting of the first-fruits and twentieth 
parts. 

But there is a greater burden than this, and almost 
intolerable, upon several of the clergy in Ireland ; the 
easing of which, the clergy only looked on as a thing to 
be wished, without making it part of their petition* 

The queen is impropriator of several parishes, and 
the incumbent pays her half-yearly a rent generally to 
the third part of the real value of the living, and some 
times halt Some of these parishes {yielding no income 
to the vicar,*] by the increase of graziers, are seized 
on by the crown, and cannot pay the reserved rent. 
The value of all these impropriations are about 2000/. 
per annum to her majesty. 

If the queen would graciously please to bestow like- 
wise these impropriations, to the church, part to be re- 
mitted to the incumbent, where the rent is large and the 
living small, and the rest to be laid out in levying 

* The words in hooki are eraitf. N 
VOL. XT, P 
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glebes and impropriations, aiid building churches, it 
would be a most pious and seasonable bounty. 

\The utmost value of the twentieth parts, first-fruits 
and crown rents, is 30002. per annum, of which about 
5QQl.per annum is sunk among officers; so that her ma- 
jesty, by this great benefaction, would lose but 2500/. 
per annum. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING* 

my lord, London, Oct. 10, 17H). 

I had the honour of your grace's letter, of Septem- 
ber 16, but I was in no pain to acknowledge it, nor shall 
be at any other time, uutil I have something that I 
think worth troubling you, because I am very sensible 
how much an insignificant letter is worse than none *t 
bIL I had likewise the memorial, <fec. in another 
packet: and I beg your grace to enclose whatever 
packets you send me (I mean of bulk) under a paper 
directed to Mr. Steele, at his office in the Cockpit, and 
not for me at Mr. Steele's. I should have been glad the 
•bishops had been here, although I take bishops to be 
the worst solicitors in the world, except in theirown con- 
cerns. They cannot give themselves the little troubles 
of attendance that other men are content to gwaBow; 
else, I am sure, their two lordships might haYe suc- 
ceeded easier than men of my level can reasontfbryhope 
to do. 

As soon as I received the packets, I went to wait 
upon Mr. Harley. I had prepared him before "by an- 
other hand, where he was very intimate, and got myself 
represented (which I might justly do) as one extremely 
ill used by the last ministry, after some obligations, be- . 
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* 
<cause I refused to go certain lengths they would hare 

me. This happened to be in some sort Mr. Harley's 
own case. He had heard very often of me, and re- 
ceived me with the greatest marks of kindness and es- 
teem, as I was whispered that he would ; and the more, 
upon; the ill usage I had met with. I sat With him two 
hours among. company, and two hours we were alone; 
where I gave him a history of the whole business, and 
the steps that had been made in it ; which he heard 
as I could wish, and promised with great readiness his 
best credit to effect it. I mentioned the difficulties we 
had met with from lords lieutenants and their secretaries, 
who would not suffer others to solicit, and neglected it 
themselves. He fell in with me entirely* and said, 
neither they nor himself should have the merit of it, 
but the queen, to whom he would show my memorial 
with the first opportunity ; in order, if possible, to have 
it done in this interregnum. I said, " it was a great en- 
couragement to the bishops that he was in the treasury, 
whom they knew to have been the chief adviser of the 
queen to grant the same favour in England : that the 
honour and merit of this would certainly be his, next 
the queen's ; but that it was nothing to him, who had 
done so much greater things ; and that for my part, 'I 
thought he was obliged to the clergy of Ireland, for 
giving him an occasion of gratifying the pleasure he 
took in doing good to the church."* He received my 
compliment extremely well, and renewed his promises. 
Tour grace will please to know that, beside the first- 
fruits, I told him of the crown-rents, and showed the na- 
ture and value of them ; but said, my opinion was, that 

• Dr. Campbell, an hit Philosophy of Rhetoric, produces this pat- 
sage as a fine example of an indirect, butsuccessful manner of praising, 
by seeming to invert the course of the obligation, and to represent 
tbs person obligiag as the perm obliged. N. 
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the convocation had not mentioned them in their peti- 
tion to the queen, delivered to Lord Wharton with the 
address, because they thought the times would not then 
bear it ; but that I looked upon myself to have a discre- 
tionary power to solicit it in so favourable a juncture. 
I had two memorials ready of my own drawing up, as 
short as possible, showing the nature of the thing, and 
how long it had been depending, &c. One of these me- 
morials had a paragraph at the end relating to the crown- • 
rents; the other had none. In case he had waved the 
motion of the crown-rents, I would have given him the 
last, but I gave him the other, which he Immediately 
read, and promised to second both with his best offices to 
the queen. As I have placed that paragraph in my 
memorial, it can do no harm, and may possibly do good. 
However, I beg your grace to say nothing of it, but if 
it dies, let it die in silence; we must take up with what 
cap be got. 

I forgot to tell your grace, that when I said I was 
empowered, &c. he desired to see my powers : and then 
I heartily wished they had been a little more ample ; 
and I have since wondered what scruple a number of 
bishops could have of empowering a clergyman to do the 
church and them a service, without any prospect or ima- 
gination of interest for himself farther than about ten 
shillings a year. 

Mr. Harley has invited me to dine with him to-day ; 
but I shall not put him upon this discourse so soon. If 
he begins it himself, I will add at bottom whatever there 
is of moment. 

He said, Mr. Secretary St. John desires to be ac- 
quainted with me, and that he will bring us together, 
which may be of farther help ; although I told him I 
had no thoughts of applying to any but himself; wherein 
ha differed from me, desiring I would speak to others 
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if it were but for form ; and seemed to mean, as if he 
would avoid the envy of doing things alone. But an 
old courtier (an intimate friend of mine) with whom I 
consulted, advised me still to let him know, I relied 
wholly upon bis good inclinations and credit with the 
queen. 

I find I am forced to say all this very confusedly, just 
as it lies in my memory; but, perhaps, it may give your 
grace a truer notion of what passed, than if I had writ 
in more order. Besides, I am forced to omit the great- 
est part of what I said, being not proper for a letter at 
such a distance ; for I told very freely the late causes 
which had stopped this matter, and removed many odious 
misrepresentations, &c. 

I beg, whatever letters are sent to bishops or others 
Id tfni Hatter, by your grace or the primate, may be en- 
closed to me, that I may stifle or deliver them, as the 
course of the affair shall require. As for a letter from 
your grace to the queen, you say it needs advice; and 
I am sure it is not from me, who shall not presume to 
offer; but perhaps from what I have writ you may form 
some judgment or other. 

As for public affairs, I confess I began this letter on 
^ a half sheet, merely to limit myself on a subject with 
^pch I did not know whether your grace would be en- 
tertained. I am not yet convinced that any access to 
men in power gives a man more truth or light than the 
politics of a coffee-house. I have known some great 
ministers, who would seem to discover the very inside of 
their hearts, when I was sure they did not value whether 
I had proclaimed all they had said at Charing-cross. 
But I never knew one great minister, who made any 
scruple to mould the alphabet into whatever words he 
pleased ; or to be more difficult about any facts, than his 
porter is about that of his lord's being at home ; so that. 



118 LETTERS TO AND FROM 

whoever has so little to do, as to desire some knowledge 
in secrets of state, must compare what he hears from 
several great men, as from one great man at several 
times, which is equally different. People were sur- 
prised, when the court stopped its hands as to farther' re- 
movals : the comptroller, a lord of the admiralty, and 
some others, told me, they expected every day to be 
dismissed; but they were all deceived, and the higher 
tories are very angry : but some time ago, at Hampton- 
court, I picked out the reason from a dozen persons ; 
and told Sir John Holland, I would lay a wager be 
would not lose his staff so soon as he imagined. The 
ministry are afraid of too great a majority of their own 
side in the house of commons, and therefore stopped- 
short in their changes ; yet some refiners think they have 
gone too far already, for of thirty new members in the 
present elections, about twenty-six are tories. The 
Duke of Ormond seems still to stand the fairest for Ire- 
land ; although I hear seme faint hopes they will not 
nominate very soon. The ruin of the late party was; 
owing to a great number, and a complication of causes; 
which I have had from persons able enough to inform- 
me ; and that is all we'ean mean by a good hand; for the 
veracity is not to be relied on. The Duchess of Marl- 
borough's removal has been seven years Working ; tflr 
of the treasurer above three, and he was to be dismissed 
before Lord Sunderland. Beside the many personal 
causes, that of breaking measures settled for a peaee fear 
years ago, had a great weight, when- the French bad- 
complied with all terms, &c. In short, they appre- 
hended the whole party to be entirely against a peace, 
for some time, until they were rivetted fast, too fast to 
be broke, as they otherwise expected, if the war should 
conclude too soon. I cannot tell (for it is just come into 
my head) whether some unanimous addresses, from tfeqae 
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who love the church in Ireland, er from Dublin, or your 
grace and the clergy, might not be seasonable ; or, 
whether my Lord Wharton's being not yet suspended 
may yet hinder it. 

I forgot to tell your grace, that the memorial I gave 
Air. Harley was drawn up by myself, and was an ab- 
stract of what I had said to him : it was as short as I 
could make it; that which you sent being too long, and 
of another nature. 

I dined to-day with Mr. Harley ; but I must humbly 
beg your grace's pardon if I say uo more at present, fop 
reasons I may shortly let you kuow. In the mean time, 
I desire your grace to believe me, with the greatest re- 
spect, my lord, 

Your grab's most dutiful 

and most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 



FROM ARCHBISHOP KING. 

reverend sir, Dublin, Oct 24, 1710. 

I thank you for your's of the 10th instant, and send 
you enclosed a farther power by my lord primate and 
me. My lord is not able to come to town, which obliged 
me to wait on him at Johnston, and hindered the joining 
of two or three bishops in it who are yet in town : but I 
suppose our signing is sufficient. I went in the morning 
to wait on his grace, and intended, when he had signed 
it, to have applied to other bishops ; but he was abroad 
taking the air, and I could not get it until it was late, 
and thought it better to sign and send it as it is, than 
wait for another post. You may expect by the next a 
letter to his grace of Canterbury, and another to the 
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archbishop of York. I apprised them both of the busi- 
ness. The latter, if I remember right, spoke to her ma- 
jesty about it; I am not sure, that her majesty remem- 
bers what I said on that subject; but am sure she was 
pleased to seem satisfied with it, and to scruple only the 
time : I suppose, not thinking it fit to confer the favour 
she designed the clergy of Ireland by the hands it must 
then have passed through, but said, that in the"tatervar 
of a change, or absence of a chief governor, it should be 
done. I hope now is the proper time, and that her ma- 
jesty will rather follow the dictates of her own bountiful 
inclinations, than the intrigues of cunning covetous coun- 
sellors. * 

I thought to have troubled you with a great many 
things; but such a crowd of visitors have broken in up- 
on me before I could lock my gates, that I am forced 
to break off abruptly, recommending you to God's care. 
I am, &x* 

WILLIAM DUBLIN. 



FROM LORD PRIMATE MARSH AND 
ARCHBISHOP KING. 

sir, Dublin, Oct. 24, 1 710. 

Ws directed a letter to the Bishops of Ossory an 
Eillaloe last August, desiring and empowering them 1 
solicit the affair of our first-fruits and twentieth pai 
with her majesty; which has depended so long, notwif 
standing her majesty's good intentions, and several p 
niises of the chief governors here to lay our addrei 
before her majesty in the best manner. We were tl 
apprehensive, that those bishops might return from ¥ 
laud before the business could be effected, and there' 
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ire desired them to concern you in it : having so good 
assurance of your ability, prudence, and fitness to pro- 
secute such a matter. We find the bishops returned 
home before you came to London, for which we are very 
much concerned ; and judging this the most proper time 
to prosecute it with success, we entreat you to take the 
full management of it into your hands; and do commit 
the care of soliciting it to your diligence and prudence ; 
desiring you to let us know from time to time what pro- 
gress is made in it. And if any thing farther be neces* 
sary on our part, on your intimation we shaH be ready 
to do what shall be judged reasonable. 

This, with our prayers for the good success of your 
endeavours, is all from, sir, 
Your, &c» 

NARCISSUS ARMAGH: 
WILLIAM DUBLIN. 



FROM ARCHBISHOP KING. 

reverend sir, Dublin, Nov. 2, 17 la 

The declaration of his grace the Duke of Ormond to 
be our lord lieutenant has stopped the farther letters of 
recommendation designed to be sent to you, because the 
bishops were unwilling to solicit the affair of the first- 
fruits and twentieth parts by any other hand. I gave 
them some account how far you had been concern- 
ed in it ; and they ordered a letter to Mr. Southwell, to 
give him an account, that the papers were in your hands, 
and to desire you to wait on him with them, and take 
your own measures in soliciting the affair. I am not to 
conceal from you, that some expressed a little jealousy 

that you would not be acceptable to the present coup- 

v 2 
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tiers, intimating that you were under the reputation of 
being a favourite of the late party Id power. You may 
remember I asked you the question before you were en- 
gaged in this affair, knowing of what moment it w«m 
and by the coldness I found in some, I soon perceived 
what was at the bottom. I am of opinion, that this con- 
jecture of circumstance will oblige you to exert yourself 
with more vigour; and if it should succeed, you have 
gained your point ; whereas, if you should fail, it would 
cause no reflections, that having been the fate of so many 
before you. 

I can be very little useful to you at this distance ; but 
if you foresee any thing, wherein I may be serviceable 
to the business, or yourself, you may command, sir, 

Tour's, &c. 

WILL. DUBLIN. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

juy lord, London, Nov. 4, 1 710; 

2 am most unhappily engaged this night, where I can* 
not write to your grace so loog a letter as I intended ; 
but I will make it up in a post or two. I have only 
bow to tell you, that Mr. Harley has given me leave t» 
acquaint my lord primate and your grace, that the ^ueefc 
has granted the first-fruits and twentieth parte to the 
clergy of Ireland. It was done above a fortnight age; 
but I was then obliged to keep it a secret, as I hinted t» 
your grace in my last letter. He has bow given an. 
leave to let your grace and my lord primate know it; 
only desires you will say nothing of it until a letter 
comes to you from my Lord Dartmouth, secretary tf 
'state. All I know yet is, that the bishops are to be made 
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a corporation for the disposal of the first-fruits, and that 
the twentieth parts are to be remitted. I will write to 
your grace the particulars of my negotiation, and some 
other amusements very soon. I humbly beg your grace 
to acquaint my lord primate with this. I had your 
grace's letter last post ; and you will now see that your 
letters to the archbishop here are unnecessary, t was a 
little in pain about the Duke of Ormond, who, I feared, 
might interpose in this matter, and be angry it was done, 
without him : but Mr. Harley has very kindly taken 
this matter upon himself. It was yesterday I dined with 
him, and he told me all this ; and to-morrow I dine witb 
him again, where I may hear more. I shall obey your 
grace's directions, whether my stay here be farther ne- 
cessary, after you have had the letter from the secreta- 
ry's office. I know not what it will be ; but, if any 
forms remain to finish, I shall be ready to assist in it as 
I have hitherto done. I have all the reason in the 
world to be satisfied with Mr. Harley's conduct in this 
-whole affair. In three days he spoke of it to the queer* 
and gave her my memorial, and so continued until he got 
ber grant. I am now in much company, and steal this 
time to write to your grace. The queen was resolved 
to have the whole merit of this affair to herself. Mr. 
Harley advised her to it ; and next to her majesty, he 
Is the only person to be thanked. I suppose it will not 
be many days before you have the letter from my Lord 
Dartmouth; and your grace will afterward signify your 
commands, if you have any for me. I shall go to the 
office, and see that a despatch be made as soon as possi- 
ble. I am, with the greatest respect, my lord, 
Your grace's most dutiful 

- and most obedient humble servant, 

J. SWIFTV 



v 3 
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FROM ARCHBISHOP KINO. 

reverend sir, Dublin, Nov. 16, 1710. 

I have before me yourls of the 4th instant, which I 
received two posts ago. It was very grateful to me, and 
I hope it will have a good effect as to the church in ge- 
neral, and be of use to you in particular, which I hearti- 
ly wish. My lord primate is out of town, and I have 
not seen him since I received your's, nor do I see any 
haste to communicate it to him ; but in due time there 
will be no need to make a secret of it. I durst not have 
said any thing of it, if you had not given me the cau- 
tion, lest any accident should intervene, to which all 
matters of this nature are liable. It puts a man out of 
countenance to raise expectations, if he should not be 
able to satisfy them. I understand that her majesty de- 
signed this should be her own act ; but the good instru- 
ments, that have been subservient, ought not to be for* 
got; and, with God's help, I will do my endeavour that 
they shall not. I shall be impatient to see die accom- 
plishment of this charitable work. 

We are here in as great a ferment about choosing 
parliament men, on a supposition that this parliament 
will be dissolved as soon as your's in England. And it 
is remarkable, that such as design to betray their coun- 
try, are more diligent to make votes, than those that 
have some faint intentions to serve it. It would prevent 
a great deal of needless charges and heats, if we cer- 
tainly knew whether we should have a new parliament 
or not. 

All business in chancery, and in truth all public busi- 
Bess, is at a stand, by the indisposition of my lord chan- 
cellor. I would tell you, that I am engaged most un- 
happily this night, to excuse this short letter ; but the 
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plain truth, I think, will do as well ; which is, that I 
have no more to say, but my prayers for you, &c» 

WILL. DUBLIN. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

• my lord, London, Nov. 23, 1710. 

I had your grace's letter* not until this day : whe- 
ther it lay hi the secretary's office, or was kept by the 
wind, I cannot tell ; but I would have exposed it imme- 
diately whenever it had come. Mr. Southwell told me 
two days ago of the letterf your grace mentions, which 
surprised me a good deal, when I remembered I had 
writ to your grace three weeks ago, that the queen had 
absolutely granted the first-fruits add twentieths, and 
that Mr. Harley had permitted me to signify the same 
to the primate and your grace. Perhaps that letter 
might not have reached your grace before that resolution 
of sending to the Duke of Ormond ; but however, I 
gave you such an account of my reception from Mr. 
Harley, and his readiness to undertake this affair, and 
'what steps he had already made in k, as I thought would 
have given you some sight in what way the business was ; 
but Mr. Harley charged me to tett nobody alive what 
the queen had resolved on, till he gave me leave ; and . 
by the conclusion of a former letter, your grace might 
see you were to expect some farther intelligence very 
soon. Tour grace may remember, that upon your 
telling me how backward the bishops were in giving me 
a power, I was very unwilling to go at all, and sent the 
Dean of St. Patrick's} to tell you so ; but you thought 

• That which is dated Nor. 2. N. 

f To the Duke of Ormond, probably. N. 

% Or. Sterne. N. 
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I could not handsomely put it off; when things were 
gone so far. Your objection then, about the disadvan- 
tage I lay under in point of party, I knew well enough 
how to answer, otherwise nothing should have prevailed 
on me to come hither; and if my lords the bishops 
doubt whether I have any credit with the present 
ministry, I will, if they please, undo this matter in as 
little time as I have done it. I did reckon your grace 
understood and believed me in what I said; and I 
reckon so still : but I will not be at the pains of unde- 
ceiving so many. I never proposed to myself either 
credit or profit by my labour, but the satisfaction of 
doing good, without valuing whether I had the merit of 
it or not : but the method now taking was the likeliest 
way to set all things backward, if it were* not past 
danger. It shall be my business (until my lords the 
bishops forbid me to engage farther) to prevent §py mis* 
understanding with Mr, Harley by Urn sudden step* 
The thing was all done before the Duke of Ormond was 
named for lord lieutenant, so there was no affront at all 
to him ; and Mr. Harley told me more than once, that 
such an interest was the properest, because be thought 
the queen herself should have the doing of it : but I 
said a great deal of this in former letters. If your 
grace has any commands for toe of your own, I shall 
obey them with all cheerfulness, being, with great 
ipect, my lord, 

Your grace's most obedient 

and most bumble servant, 

J. SWIFJ* 



'« 
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TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

MY uoms Lon do n, Nov. 28, 1710. 

A iut or two after P received jour grace's letter, of 
the aecood instant, I dined with Mr. Southwell, who 
showed me the letter of the bishops to the Duke of Or- 
meod, and another letter from the Bishop of Kildare* 
to Mr. Southwell,! to desire him to get the papers from 
roe* which I shall send him as soon as I have looked 
them out. Mr. Southwell said, that a month or two 
hence, when the duke began to think of this journey, it 
would be time enough to solicit this affair. Upon this 
I told hhn frankly, that the queen had already granted 
the first-fruits, and that I had writ to your grace by Mr* 
Harley's directions, but that my letter did not reach you 
until tout's was sent to the duke and him; and that 
therefore I thought it would be a very odd step to begin 
He said, he was glad it was done, and that he 
not design to take any of the credit from me, &c 1 
laid him sincerely, it was what I did not regard at all, 
and provided the church had the benefit, it was indhTer* 
est to me how k came about; and so we parted. I bad 
tsid the Duke of Ormood at first that I would apply 
■ryself to Mr* Harley if his grace advised it, which he 
did ; and I afterward told' Mr. Southwell, that Mr. 
Harley had been very kind in promising his good offi- 
ces : tether I durst not speak, being under an engage* 
ment of secrecy to Mr. Harley ; and the whole thing 
was done before the duke was declared lord lieutenant* 
If your grace considers the time you sent me the paper* 
you will judge what despatch was made ; in two day* 

* Dr. Welfare Ellis. 

t Bight Hon* Edward ScvtaweB, secretary of state for Irelaat 
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after, I delivered a memorial I drew up to Mr. Harley ; 
and in less than a fortnight he had treated the matter 
four times with the queen, and then told me she had 
granted it absolutely, as my memorial desired, but charg- 
ed me to tell no man alive ; and your grace may re- 
member, that one of my letters ended with something as 
if I were limited, and would say more in a short time. 
In about a week after, I had leave to inform the primate 
and your grace, as I did in my letter of the 4th instant. 
Jt is to be considered, that the queen was all this while 
at Hampton Court or Windsor, so that I think the de- 
spatch was very great. But, indeed, I expected a letter 
would have been sent from the secretary's office, to 
signify- this matter in due form ; and so U will r but 
Mr. Harley had a mind first to bring me to the queen, for 
that and some other matters ; and she came to towot 
not a week ago, and was out of order one day when it 
was designed I should attend her, and, since, the 
parliament's beginning has taken her up : but in * 
few days, Mr. Harley tells me he will introduce me. 
This I tell youjr grace in confidence, only to satisfy you 
in particular, why the queen has not yet sent a letter in 
form. Upon that despatch to Mr. Southwell, I was* 
perplexed to the last degree. I did not value the slight- 
ing manner of the Bishop of Kildare's letter, barely de* 
siring Mr. Southwell to call on me for the papers, with- 
out any thing farther, as if I had been wholly insigni- 
ficant ; but I was at a loss how to behave myself with 
the duke and Mr. Harley. I met the latter yesterday 
in the court of requests, and he whispered me to dine 
with him. At dinner, I told him of the despatch to 
Mr. Southwell, and rallied him for putting me under 
difficulties with his secrets ; that I was running my head 
against a wall ; that he reckoned he had done the church 
and me a favour ; that I should disoblige the Duke, <f 
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Orroond; and that the bishops in Ireland thought I 
had done nothing, and had therefore taken away my 
Ammisalon. He told me, your lordship had taken it 
away in good time, for the thing was done ; and that, 
as far the Duke of Orniond, I need not be uneasy ; for 
he would let his grace know it as soon as he saw him, 
which would be in a day or two, at the treasury ; and 
then promised again to carry me to the queen, with the 
first opportunity. Tour grice now sees how the affair 
stands, and whether I deserve .such treatment from the 
bishops; from every part whereof I wholly exclude 
your grace, and could only wish my first letter, about 
the progress I had made, had found so much credit with 
you, as to have delayed that despatch until you heard 
once more from me. I had at least so much discretion, 
not to pretend I had done more than I really did, but 
rather less; and if I had consulted my own interest, I 
should have employed my credit with the present minis- 
try another way. The bishops are mistaken in me ; it 
is well known here, that I could have made my markets 
with the last ministry if I had pleased ; and the present 
men in power are very well apprised of it, as your 
grace may, if I live to see you again ; which I certainly 
never would in Ireland, if I did not flatter myself that I 
am upon a better foot with your grace, than with some 
other of their lordships. Your grace is pleased to com- 
mand me to continue my solicitations ; but as now there 
will be no need of them, so I think my commission is at 
an end, ever since I had notice of that despatch to Mr. 
Southwell. However, in obedience to your grace, if 
there be any thing to be done about expediting the 
forms, wherein my service can be of use, I will readily 
perform as far as I am able : but I must tell your grace 
what gives me the greatest displeasure, that I had hopes 
to prevail that the queen should in some months be 
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brought to remit the crown rents, which I named in my 
memorial, but in an article by itself; and which Mr. 
Harley had given me some hopes of, and I have somt 
private reasons to think might have been brought about 
\ mentioned it in the memorial, only as from myself; 
and therefore, if I have an opportunity, I shall venture 
to mention it to the queen, or at least repeat it to Mr. 
Harley. This I do as a private man, whom the bishops 
no longer own. It is certainly right to pay all civili- 
ties, and make applications to a lord lieutenant ; but* 
without some other means, a business may hang long 
enough, as this of the first-fruits did for years, uuder 
the Duke of Ormoud's last government, although no 
man loves the church of Ireland better than his grace ; 
but such things are forgot and neglected between the 
governor and his secretaries, unless, solicited by some- 
body who has. the business at heart. But I have done, 
and shall trouble your grace no farther upon this affair ; 
and on other occasions, while I am here, will endeavour 
to entertain you with what is likely to pass in this busy 
scene, where all things are taking a new, and, I think, t 
good turn ; and where, if you please, I will write to you, 
with that freedom I formerly did ; and I beg your grace 
to employ me in any com mauds you may have here, 
which I shall be prouder to obey, than to have ever so 
much merit with some others $ being, with perfect rt 
spect, my lord, 

Your grace's most dutiful, 

and most obedient humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 

Your grace will please to direct for me at St James's 
coffee-house, St. James's street. 

Two hundred members supped last night at the 
fountain tavern* where they went to determine about a 
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chairman for elections* Medlicott and Manly were the 
tiro candidates; but the company could not agree, and 
parted in as ill humour. It is a matter of some mo* 
meat* and I hope it will be amicably made up; but the 
great rock we are afraid of is a disseution among the 
majority, because the weakest part, when they grow 
discontented, know where to retire, and be received. 



FROM ARCHBISHOP KINO. 

bsvxrxkd sib, Dublin, Nov. 30, 1710. 

I REcii vxd your's of the 23d* by last packet. I waa 
aware of what you observed, when the letter to - bis 
grace was signed; but it was before I received your'a 
of the 4th instant, wherein you teU me, that the business 
was in effect done; nor could I have any certain proa* 
pect that it would be done from, any intimation that I 
had before from you. You must know that this was not 
the only thing displeased me in the letter ; it was drawn 
and signed by some before I saw it I looked on it as 
a snare laid in my way ; nor must you wonder that 
some are better at making their court* than serving the 
church; and can flatter much better, than vote en the 
right side. Those that had rendered themselves justly 
obnoxious by deserting his grace's* friends and. interest, 
in notorious instances, think they have salved all by 
this early application, and perhaps it may prove so. 

But if the matter be done, assure yourself it will be 
known by whom, and what means it was effected. 

In the mean time, God forbid you should think of 
slacking your endeavours to bring it to perfection* I 

* The Duke of Ormond, who was declared Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland, Oct. 19, 1710. £. 



132 LETTERS TO AND FROM 

am yet under an obligation not to say any thing of the 
matter from your letter ; and while so, it would be hard 
for me to refuse to sign such a letter as that you men- 
tion, or find a pretence for so doing: but when the 
business is done, the means and methods will likewise 
be known, and every body have their due that contri- 
buted to it. 

I shall reckon nothing done till the queen's letter 
come here. You may remember how we were borne 
in hand in my Lord Pembroke's time, that the queen 
had passed the grant ; which, after a whole year's ex- 
pectation and solicitation, proved only a mouthful of 
moonshine. But, if it succeeds better now, we must 
owe it, next to the queen's goodness and bounty, to the 
great care of the great man to whom you. have applied, 
and to your management. It is seven or eight years 
since we first attempted this affair, and it passed thrwigfr 
several hands; yet no progress was made in it, which 
was certainly due to the ill methods taken to put it for- 
ward ; which, in truth, instead of promoting, obstructed 
it. At the very first motion, it was promised, and in a 
fair way ; but the bishops here, out of their abundant 
deference to the government, made the same wrong step 
they would have done now; and we could never make 
the least progress since, till now, and I pray God w6 
have not put it back again. 

You must not imagine, that it is. out of any disaffec- 
tion to you, or any distrust of your ability or diligence, 
that the bishops here were so cold in their employing 
you: but they reckon on party; and though several 
knew what you were, yet they imagined, and some 
vouched, that you were looked on at court as enagedon 
the other side ; and you cannot do yourself, a greater 
service than to bring this to a good issue, to their sham* 
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and conviction. I heartily recommend you and your 
Business to God's carA and am, &c. 

WILL. DUBLIN, 



FROM ARCHBISHOP KING. 

Sib, Dublin, Dec. 16, 171*. 

This is to acknowledge the receipt of your's of the 
28th ult which came not to my hands till Thursday 
last, by reason of winds, that kept the packets ou the 
other side. 

I find the matter of our first-fruits, &c. is talked of 
now. I reckon on nothing certain till her majesty's let- 
ter comes in form : and quaere, why should you not come 
and bring it with you ? It would make you a very wel- 
come clergyman to Ireland, and be the best means to 
satisfy mankind how it was obtained, although I think 
it will be out of dispute. I am very well- apprised of 
the despatch you gave this affair, and well pleased, that 
I judged better of the person fit to be employed, than 
some of my brethren. But now it is done, as I hope it 
is effectually, they will assume as much as their neigh- 
bours ; which I shall never contradict. 

Things are taking a new turn here as well as with 
you ; and I am of opinion, by the time you come here, 
few will profess themselves whigs. The greatest danger 
I apprehend, and which terrifies me more than perhaps 
you will be able to imagine, is the fury and indiscretioa 
of some of our own people; who never had any merit, 
but, by embroiling things, they did, and I am afraid 
will yet do, mischief. You will soon hear of a great 
conspiracy discovered in the county of Westmeath. I 
was used to so many discoveries of plots in the latter 
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end of King Charles's time, and the beginning of 'King 
James's, that I am not aurprked *t this discovery. I 
nmst not say any thing of it, till all the witnesses be ex- 
amined: so many as have deposed are not decisive. 
The design of it is to show all the gentlemen of Ireland 
to be a pack of desperate wings, ready to rise up in 
arms against her majesty for the old ministry, associating 
to that purpose. Whether it be for the interest oT Ire- 
land to have this believed, you may judge; and sure 
there must be good evidence to make any reasonable 
man .believe it. Mr. Higgins* has drawn up the narra- 
tive, and sent it to England, and will pawn all be is 
worth to make it good. I heartily recommend you to 
God'* favour ; and am, &c. 

WILL. DUBLIN. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

my lord, London, Dec. 30, 1708. 

I have just received your grace's letter of the 16th ; 
and I was going however to write again to your grace, 



* Francis Higgins, M. A. prebendary of Christ-church in Dahlia, 
and rector of Balruddery in that county. He was afterward present- 
ed by the grand jury of the county of Dublin, on the 5th of Octo- 
ber, 1711, as a sower of sedition, and groundless jealousies, among 
her majesty's protestant subjects. Higgins published an answer to 
the presentment on the 9th, with a testimonial of the lower house of 
convocation in bis favour. And on the loth of the said month, 
Henry Lord Santry presented a petition to the Lord Lieutenant and 
privy council of Ireland, desiring that Mr. Higgins might be turned 
out of the commission of the peace. See a letter, dated Oct 27, 
1711. But, after several hearings of the case, before the lord lieu- 
tenant and council, he was, on the 9th of November following, 
cleared ; though the archbishop of Dublin voted in the negative 
against him. N, 
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toot npon*business, but to amuse you with something from 
lience, which no man wants more than your grace, con- 
sidering the variety of other people's affairs you have 
always oo your hands, as well as the church's and your 
own, which are the same thing. The Duke of Ormond 
told me the other day that the primate declined very 
last, and was hardly able to sign a paper. I said, 1 
wondered they would put him in the government, when 
every one knew he was a dying man this twelvemonth 
past I hope; for the church's good, that your grace's 
friends will do their duty, in representing you as the 
person the kingdom wishes to succeed him. I know not 
how your dispositions stand that way. I know my 
lord president has great credit at present, and I have 
understood him to be a friend to your grace. I can 
only aay, I have no regard to your interest in this, but 
that of the church; and therefore should be very glad 
to drop in a word where it lies in my way, if I thought 
it would not be di sa greea bl e to you. I dread their send- 
ing a person from hence, which I shall venture to pre- 
vent with all the little credit I have, and should be glad 
to see a primate of our own kingdom and university ; 
and that is all I shall venture to say on this subject. 
- Marshal Staremberg* has certainly got to Saragossa 
7000 men, and the Duke of Vendosmef has seat 
Ins equipage. Mr. Stanhope was positive to part 
forces with Staremberg, which occasioned* this loss; and 
when the battle was, they were several miles asunder. 
The Duke of Marlborough was yesterday an hour with 
the queen; it was set him at twelve at noon, when it 
Mkely his visit should be shortest Mr. St. John 
with her just before, and Mr. Harley ,ust after. 
The duke's behaviour was with the most abject submis- 

* General and commander of the Imperial forces in Spain. < F. - 
. f Commander of the French. F. 
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sion ; " that he was the meanest of her majesty's insti* 
ments ; her humble creature, a poor worm ;"* &c This 
I had from a lord to whom the queen told it : for the 
ministers never tell any thing ; and it is only by picking 
out and comparing that one can ever be the wiser lor 
them. I took leave yesterday of Lord Peterborow, who 
is going in a day or two to Vienna : I said I wished he 
were going to Spain ; he told me, " he hoped his present 
journey would be to more purpose ;" and by what I cai 
gather, they will use all means to make as speedy a 
peace as possible, with safety and honour. Lord Riven 
tells me he will not set out for Hanover this month. I 
asked him about his late reception there, because the 
town was full of stories about it; he assured me he 
could not desire a better ; and if it were otherwise, I 
believe he would hardly be pitched upon to be sent 
again. The young people in parliament are very eager 
to have some inquiries made into past managements, and 
are a little angry with the slackness of the ministryupoQ 
that article; they say, they have told those who sent 
them, that the queen's calling a new parliament was to 
correct and look into former abuses; and if something 
of the latter be not done, they know not bow to answer 
it I am not altogether satisfied how the ministry is dis- 
posed in this point. Tour grace has heard there waa 
much talk lately of Sir Richard Levenge'sf design to 
impeach Lord Wharton ; and several persona of great 
consideration in the house assured me they would give 
him all encouragement : and I have reason to know it 
would be acceptable to the court : but Sir Richard is the 
most timorous man alive, and they all begin to look 
Upon him in that character, and to hope nothing from 

• If the duke had that meanness, the queen laughed at him. If. 
t Speaker of the house of conmonj, aid lord chief justice tf As ' 
qdeem'i bench. H. 
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Trim: however, they talk of some other inquiries when 
the parliament meets after this recess; and it is often in 
people's mouths that February will be a warm month ; 
but this I can affirm nothing of, and I hope your grace* 
will distinguish between what I affirm, and what I re- 
port : as to the first, you may securely count upon it ; 
the other you will please to take as it is sent. 

Since the letter from the bishops to the Duke of Or- 
mond, I have been a much cooler solicitor ; for I look 
upon myself no longer a deputed person. Your grace 
may be fully satisfied that the thing is granted, because 
I had orders to report it to you from the prime minis- 
ter; the rest is form, and may be done at any time; as 
for bringing the letter over myself, I must again profess 
to your grace, that I do not regard the reputation of k. 
at all ; perhaps I might if I were in Ireland ; but, wheu 
I am oo this side, a certain pride seizes me, from very 
different usage I meet with, which makes me look on 
things in another light : but besides, I beg to tell your 
grace in confidence, that the miuistry have desired me to 
continue here some time longer, for certain reasons, that 
I may some time have the honour to tell you. As for 
every body's knowing what is done in the first-fruits, it 
was I that told it; for, after I saw the bishops' letter, I 
let every one know it in perfect spite, and told Mr. Har- 
ley and Mr. Secretary St. John so. However, in hum- 
ble deference to your grace's opinion, and not to appear 
sullen, I did yesterday complain to Mr. Secretary St. . 
John, that Mr. Hartey had not yet got the letter from 
the queeu to confirm the grant of the first-fruits; that I 
had lost reputation by it ; and that I took it very ill of 
ihcm both ; and that their excuses of parliament busi- 
ness, and grief for the loss in Spain, were what I would 
bear uo longer. He took all I said very well, and de- 
sired I would call on him tomorrow morning, and he 

vt>i« xv. o 
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would engage, if Mr. Harley had not done it, he himself 
Would in a day or two. As soon as there is any issue 
of this, I shall inform your grace ; and I have reason to 
think it is a trifle they will not refuse me. 

I think I had from ether hands some accounts of that 
ridiculous plot* your grace mentions, but it is not yet 
talked of here, neither have any of the ministry mention- 
ed a word of it to me, although they are well apprised of 
some affairs in Ireland ; for I had two papers given me 
by a great man, one about the sentence of the defacers 
of the statue, and the other about a trial before the Lord 
Chief Justice Broderick, for some words in the north, 
spoken by a clergyman against the queen. I suppose 
your grace reckons upon a new parliament in Ireland, 
with some alterations in the council, the law, and the 
revenue. Your grace is the most exact correspondent 
I ever had, and the dean of St Patrick's directly con- 
trary, which I hope you will remember to say to him 
upon the occasion. 

I am, with the greatest respect, my loroV 
Your grace's most dutiful 
and most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 

I have read over this letter, and find several things re- 
lating to affairs here, that are said in perfect confi- 
dence to your grace : if they are told again, I only 
desire it may not be known from what hand they 
came. 

* The information of Dominick Langton, a converted priest; of 
wfrom see hereafter in a letter of Oct. 27, 1711. N. 
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TO ARCHBISHOP KING. * 

Mr loed, Jan. 4, 1 710-1 1* 

Having "writ to your grace so lately, I only now 
make bold to let you know, that on Tuesday I was to 
wait on Mr. Secretary St. John; who told me from Mr. 
Harley, that I ueed not to be in pain about the first- 
fruits, for the warrant was drawn in order toward a pa- 
tent; but must pass two several forms, and take up some 
time, for the queen designs to make a grant by her let- 
ten patent. I shall take all due methods to hasten it as 
far as I am able ; but in these cases they are generally 
pretty tedious. Mr. Harley likewise sent me the same 
day, by another person, the same message. I dined with 
him about four days ago j but there being much com- 
pany, and he going away in haste pretty soon after 
dinner, be had not time to tell me so himself. Indeed, 
he has been so ready to do every thing in this matter as 
I would have him, that he never needed pressing ; which, 
considering both the weight and difficulty of affairs at 
present on his shoulders, is very extraordinary, and what 
I never met from a great minister before. I had thought, 
and so Mr. Harley told me, that the queen would have 
sent a letter to the bishops ; but this is a shorter way, 
and I hope your grace will like it 

I am, with the greatest respect, my lord, 
Your grace's most dutiful 
and most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 

I am told from a good hand, that in a short time the 
bouse of commons will fall upon some inquiries into 
the late management 
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I took leave yesterday of Lord Peterborow, who, I sup- 
pose, is this day set out on his journey to Vienna;* 
he is a little discouraged, aud told me, he did not hope 
for any great success in what he went upon. He is 
one of those many who are mightily bent upon haying 
some such inquiries made as I have mentioned. 



FROM MR. SECRETARY -ST. JOHN.f 

Sunday, past twelve, Jan* 7, 1710-11. 

There are few things I would be more industrious to 
bring about than opportunities of seeing you. Since 
you was here in the morning, I have found means of 
putting off the engagement I was under for to-morrow; 
so that I expect you to dine with me at three o'clock. 
I send you this early notice, to prevent you from any 
other appointment. I am ever, reverend sir, your obe- 
dient humble servant, 

H. ST. JOHIfc 



TO MR. SECRETARY ST. JOHN. 

sir, Jan. 7, 1710-11. 

Though I should not value such usage from a secret 
taty of state, and a great minister ; yet when I consider 
the person it comes from, I can endure it no longer. I 
would have you know, sir, that if the queen gave you a 
dukedom and the gaiter to-morrow, with the treasury 

* Dr. Swift repeats this passage in the Journal to SteUa, of Jan. 4, 
1710-11. N. 
■'- Then principal secretary of state for ttic southern province?. IT. 
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Waff at the end of them, I would regard you no more 
than if you were not worth a groat. I could almost re- 
solve, in spue, not to find fault with my victuals, or fie 
quarrelsome to-morrow at your table : but if I do not 
take the first opportunity to let all the world know some 
qualities in you that you take most care to hide, may 
my right hand forget its cunning. After which threat- 
ening, believe me, if you please, to be, with the greatest 
respect, 

Sir, your most obedient, most obliged, 

and most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 



FROM ARCHBISHOP KING. 

reverend siR, Dublin* Jan. 9, 1 7 1 0-1 1 . 

I received ypur's of December the 30th by the last 
packets ; it found me in the extremity of the gout, which 
is the more cruel, because I have not had a fit of it for 
two years and a half.' I strain myself to give you an 
answer to-night, apprehending that as both my feet and 
knees are already affected, my hands may perhaps be so 
by the next post; and then, perhaps, I may not be able 
to answer you in a month, whfch might lose me some 
part of the praise you give me as a good correspondent. 

As to my lord primate, he is much better since he was 
put into the government, and I reckon his life may be 
longer than mine ; but, with God's help, hereafter I will 
say more on this subject. 

As to what is reported of Mr. Stanhope's obstinacy, I 
demur, till satisfied how far the kindness to him, as a 
manager, influences the report 

We have received an answer from his grace the Duke 
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of OrmoDd to our letter. Tt is in a very authentic and 
solemn form, " that his grace will take a proper time to 
lay our request before her majesty, and know her plea- 
sure on it." By which I conclude two things; first, that 
his grace is not informed of any grant her majesty has 
made ; for if he had, he would have applied immediately 
and sent it ; and then it would have passed for his, and 
he would have had the merit of it. Secondly, that his 
grace is in no haste about it. And therefore let me be- 
seech you to solicit and press it, and gel the letter dated, 
as when first it was promised ; but I confess I have still 
some scruple in my mind about it. 

I acknowledge you have not been treated with due 
regard in Ireland, for which there is a plain reason, 
pmgravat artes hvfra se positas, Sic. I am glad you 
meet with more due returns where you are : and as this 
is the time to make some use of your interest for your- 
self, do not forget it. 

We have published here a character of the Earl of 
Wharton,* laie lord lieutenant of Ireland. I have so 
much charity and justice as to condemn all such pro- 
ceedings. If a governor behave himself ill, let him be 
complained of and punished ; but to wound any man thus 
in the dark •********### 
* • * *. When tfiis is over, they may do what they 
please; and sure it will please them to see the crow 
stripped of her rappareed feathers. We begin to be in 
pain for the Duke of Marlborough. 

I hear an answer is printing to the Earl of Wharton's 
character. Pray was there ever such licentiousness of 
the press as at this time ? Will the parliament not foi"k 
of curbing it ? I heartily recommed you, Sic. 

WILL. DUBLIN. 

* See it in t£e fourth volume of this collection. & 
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FROM THE SAME. . 

Jan. 13, 1710-11. 
Mr goat gives me leave yet to answer your's of the 
4th instant, which was very acceptable to me ; because 
I find by it some farther steps are made in our business. 
I believe it will take up some time and thoughts to frame 
m warrant, and much more a patent for such an affair.*' 
Except your lawyers there be of another humour than 
ours here, they will not write a line without their fees; 
and therefore I should think it necessary some fund 
should be thought of to fee them. If you think this mo- 
tion pertinent, I can think of no other way at present to 
answer it, than, if you think it necessary, to allow you to 
draw upon me ; . and my bill to this purpose, less than 
1002. shall be punctually answered. I write thus, be- 
cause I have no notion how such a thing should pass 
the offices without some money ; and I have an entire 
confidence in. you, that you will lay out no more than 
what is necessary. 

I think your ministers perfectly right to avoid all in- 
quiry, and every thing that would embroil them. To 
appeal to the mob, that can neither inquire nor judge, is 
a proceeding, that I think the common sense of mankind 
should condemn. Perhaps he may deserve this usage ; 
but a good man may fall under the same. 

We expect a new parliament, and many changes ; but 
I believe some we hear of will not be. 

Tour observation of the two sentences! is just. You 

* The patent was completed Feb. 7. See Journal to Stella, Feb. 
§,1710 11. N. 
f Tho* ae&Uoaed in Swift's letter of Dec. 30, 1710, N. 
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will pardon this disjointed letter. I believe my respecjs 
are better than the expressions here. 

I am, &c. 

WILL. DUBLIN) 



TO THE EARL OF PETERBOROW. 

my lord, Feb. 1710-11. 

I envy none of the queen's subjects bo much as those 
who are abroad ; and I desire to know, whether, as great 
a soul as your lordship has, you did not observe your' 
miud to open and enlarge, after you were some leaguer 
at sea, aud had left off breathing party" air. I am apt to 
think this schism in politics has cloven our understandings, 
aud left us but just half the good sense that blazed in 
our actions ; and we see the effect it has had upon out 
wit and learning, which are crumbled into pamphlets 
and penny papers. The October club, which was in its 
rudiments when your lordship left us, is now growing up 
to be a party by itself, and begins to rail at the ministry 
ns much as the whigs do, but from topics directly contra- 
ry. I am sometimes talked into frights, and told thai 
all is ruined ; but am immediately cured when I see 
any of the ministry ; not from the satisfaction they give 
me in any one point, but because I see them so perfect* 
ly easy, and I believe they could not be so if they had 
any fear at heart. My comfort is, they are persons of 
great abilities, and they arc engaged in a good cause. 
And what is one vciy good circumstance, as I told three- 
of them the other day, they seem heartily to love one 
another, in spite of the scandal of inconstancy which 
court friendships lie under. And I can affirm to your 
lordship, they heartily love you too; which I take tote. 
a great deal more than when they assure you so then}* 
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aelves: for even statesmen will sometimes discover their 
passions, especially their good ones. 

Here is a pamphlet come out, called " A Letter to 
Jacob Banks, 9 ' showing that the liberty of Sweden was 
destroyed by the principle of passive obedience. I know 
not whether his quotation be fair, but the piece is shrewd* 
ly written ; and in my opinion, not to be answered, otlier- 
wise than by disclaiming that sort of passive obedience 
which the tones are charged with. This dispute would 
soon be ended, if the dunces who write on each side, 
would plainly telKus what the object of this passive obe- 
dience is in our country : for, I dare swear, nine in ten 
of the whigs will allow it to be the legislature, and as 
many of the tories deny it to the prince alone ; and I 
hardly ever saw a whig and tory together, whom I could 
not immediately reconcile on that article, when I made 
them explain themselves. 

My lord, the queen knew what she did, when she sent 
your lordship to spur up a dull northern court ; yet, I 
confess I had rather have seen that activity of mind and 
body employed in conquering another kingdom, or the 
same over again. I am, my lord, &c. 



FROM MR. NELSON* TO DR. SWIFT. 

nsvEREND sm, Ash-Wednesday, Feb. 22, 1 710-1 1* 

I beg leave to put you in mind of the inscription,- 
which you are to prepare for the Earl of Berkeley's 
monument.f My lady dowager has determined to have 
it in Latin ; so that I hope you want no farther direc- 

* Mr. Nelson had married the Earl of Berkeley's sister, Lad/ 
Theophila, the relict of Sir Kiogsmill Lacy. She died in 17<tf. N. 

* In Bcrkeley-churcb, Gloucestershire. N. 

Q '2 
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tioDs toward the finishing of it. The workman calls 
upon me for it, which is the reason of this trouble given 
you, by, reverend sir, jour most humble servaat, 

* ROBERT NELSON. 

(On the back of this letter is the following first draft 
of the intended inscription,* in the handwriting of 
Dr. Swift.] 

« H. S. E. 

" Carolus comes de Berkeley, vicecomes de Donley, 
baro Berkeley de castro de Berkeley, dominus Mou- 
bray, Segrave, et Bruce ; dominus locurateneos comi- 
tates Glocestriae; civitatis Glocestriae raagnus seneg- 
challus; guardianus de forests de Dean; custos rotu- 
lorum comitates de Surrey ; et reginae Annas a secre- 
tioribus consiliis. Ob fidem spectatam, linguarum 
peritiem, et prudentiam, a rege Gulielmo III. able* 
gatus et plenipotentiary ad ordines foederati Belgii 
per quinque annos arduis reipublicae negotiis foeliciter 
invigilavit. Ob quae merita ab eodem rege (vivente 
adhuc patre) in magnatum numerum adscriptus, et 
consiliarius a secretis factus ; et ad Hiberniam secun- 
dus inter tres summos justiciaries missus. Denique 
legatus extraoidinarius designatus ad Turcarum impe- 
xium: et poster regnante Annfc, ad Caesarem able- 
gatus : quae munia, ingravescente valetudine et senec- 
lute, obire nequiit. Natus Londini, 1649. Obiit 
,. , 1710, aetat. 62." 



. * See the complete imrcriptioD, among the Dean's poetical writing^ 
Jn toI. x. N. 
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TO ARCHBISHOP KINO. 

lores London, March 8, 1 7 1 0- 17 . 

I write to your grace under the greatest disturbance 
•f mind for the public and myself.* A gentleman came 
So where I dined this afternoon, and told us Mr. Har- 
ley was stabbed, and some confused particulars. I im- 
mediately ran to Secretary St. John's hard by, but no- 
body was at home ; I met Mrs. St. John in her chair, 
who could not satisfy me, but was in pain about the se- 
cretary, who, as she heard, had killed the murderer. I 
went strait to Mr. Harley 's, where abundance of people 
were to inquire. I got young Mr. Harley to me ; he 
said his father was asleep, and they hoped in no danger, 
and then told me the fact, as I shall relate it to your 
grace. This day the Marquis de Guiscard was taken 
up for high treason, by a warrant of Mr. St. John, and 
examined before a committee of council in Mr. St. 
John's office ; where were present, the Dukes of Or- 
mond, Buckingham, Shrewsbury, Earl Powlet, Mr. 
Harley, Mr. St. John, and others. During examina- 
•tion, Mr. Harley observed Guiscard, who stood behind 
him, but on one side, swearing and looking disrespect* 
fiilly. He told him he ought to behave himself better, 
while he was examined for such a crime. Guiscard 
immediately drew a penknife out of his pocket, which 
be had picked out of some of the offices, and reaching 
round, stabbed him just under the breast, a little to the 
right side ; but it pleased God that the point stopped 
at one of the ribs, and broke short half an iuch. Imme- 
diately Mr. St. John rose, drew his sword, and ran it 
into Guiscard's breast. Five or six more of i&e couudl 

• See Journal to Stella, of the tame date. N. 

o 3 
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drew, and stabbed Guiscard in several places : but the 
Earl row let called out, for God's sake, to spare Guis- 
card's life, that he might be made an example ; and Mr. 
St John's sword was taken from him and broke : and 
the footmen without ran in, and bound Guiscard, who 
begged he might be killed immediately ; and they say, 
called out three or four times, " My Lord Orraond, my 
Lord Ormond." They say, Guiscard resisted them a 
while, until the footmen came in. Immediately Bucier 
the surgeon was sent for, who dressed Mr. Harley : and 
lie was sent home. The wound bled fresh, and they 
do not apprehend him in danger : he said, when he came 
home, he thought himself in none ; and when I was there 
he was asleep, and they did not find him at all feverish* 
He has been ill this week, and told me last Saturday, 
he found himself much out of order, and has been abroad 
but twice since ; so that the only danger is, lest his being 
out of order should, with the wound, put him in a fever* 
and I shall be in mighty pain till to-morrow morning. 
I went back to poor Mrs. St. John, who told me, her 
husband was with my lord keeper,* at Mr. Attorney's^ 
and she said something to me very remarkable : u that 
going to-day to pay her duty to the queen, when all the. 
men and ladies were dressed to make their appearance! 
this being the day of the queen's accession, the lady of the 
bedchamber in waiting told her the queen had not been 
at church, and saw no company ; yet, when she inquired 
her health, they said she was very well, only had a lit- 
tle cold.' 1 We conceive the queen's reason for not go* 
ing out might be something about this seizing of Guis- 
card for high treason, and that perhaps there was some 
plot, or something extraordinary. Your grace must 
ijave heard of this Guiscard : he fled from France for 

'* Sir Simon Harcwnrt. N. ,f Sir John Trevdr. W; 



DOCTOR SWIFT. 149 

vSlanies there, and was thought on to head an invasion 
of that kingdom, but was not liked. I know him well, 
and think him a fellow of little consequence, although 
of some cunning, and much villauy. We passed by 
one another this day in the Mall, at two o'clock, an hour 
before he was taken up ; and I wondered he did not 
speak to me. 

I write all this to your grace, because I believe you; 
would desire to know a true account of so important an 
accident; and besides, I know you will have a thousand 
false ones ; and I believe every material circumstance 
liere is true, having it from young Mr. Harley. I met 
Sir Thomas Mansel (it was then after six this evening) 
and he and Mr. Prior told me, they had just seen Guis- 
card carried by in a chair, with a strong-guard, to New- 
gate, or the Press-yard. Time, perhaps, will show who 
"was at the bottom of all this; but nothing could happen 
so unluckily to England, at this juncture, as Mr. Har- 
ley's death, when he has all the schemes for the greatest 
part of the supplies in his head, and the parliament can- 
not stir a step without him. Neither can I altogether 
forget myself, who, in him, should lose a person I have 
more obligations to than any other in this kingdom ; 
who has always treated me with the tenderness of a pa- 
rent, and never refused me any favour I asked for a 
friend : therefore I hope your grace will excuse the dis- 
order of this letter. I was intending, this night, to write 
one of another sort 1 must needs say, one great rea- 
son for writing these particulars to your grace was, that 
you might be able to give a true account of the fact, 
which will be some sort of service to Mr. Harley. I am* 
with the greatest respect, my lord, 
Your grace's most dutiful, 

and most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT, 
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I have read over what I writ, and find it confused and 
incorrect, which your grace roust impute to the vio 
lent pain of mind I am in, greater than ever I felt iz 
my life. It must have been the utmost height ol 
desperate guilt which could have spirited that wretcl 
to such an action. I have not heard whether hu 
wounds are dangerous ; but I pray God he may re- 
cover, to receive his reward, and that we may learn 
the bottom of his villany. It is not above ten days 
ago, that I was interceding with the secretary in his 
behalf, because I heard he was just starving ; but the 
secretary assured me he had 4002. ft year pension. 



FROM ARCHBISHOP KING. 

rbvbrend sib, Dublin, March 17, 1710-11. 

I return you my thanks for your's of the 8th instant. 
I do not wonder, that you were in some confusion when 
you wrote it ; for I assure you I read it with great 
horror, which such a fact is apt to create in every body 
that is not hardened in wickedness. I received several 
other letters with narratives of the same, and saw some 
that came to other hands; but none so particular, or 
that could be so well depended upon. I observe, that 
amoug them all, there is no account of the matters laid 
to Guiscard's charge, of his deslgu, or how he came ta 
be discovered. I suppose those are yet secrets, as it » 
fit they should be. I do remember something of this 
Guiscard, and that he was to head an invasion; and 
that he published a very foolish narrative ;* but neither 
remember exactly the time, or under what ministry it 

* The Marquis de Guiscard's Memoirs were published with ft de- 
dication to Queen Anne, data} at the Hague, May 10, 1705. B. 
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was, or who were his patrons. It seems convenient, that 
these should be knowo ; because it is reported, that Mr. 
Harley and Mr. St. John were those who chiefly coun- 
tenanced him, and he their peculiar favourite. One 
would think this should convince the world, that Mr. 
Harley is not io the French interest, but it has not yet 
had that effect with all : nay, some whisper the case of 
Fenius Rufus, and Scevinus in the 15th book of Taci- 
tus, acetnsis hu&cibus ad prodendum Fertium Rufum, 
quern cttndan conschtm ct inquisitorem nan tolerdbant. 
Mr. St John is condemned for wounding Guiscard ; and 
had he killed him, there would not have wanted some 
to suggest, that it was done on purpose, lest he should 
tell tales. 

We had a strange piece of news by last packet, that 
the address to her majesty met with but a cold reception 
from one party in the house of commons ; and that all 
the lords, spiritual and temporal of that party, went out 
when it passed in the lords' house. But I make it a 
rale, never to believe party news, except I have it im- 
mediately from a sure hand. 

I was in hopes to have heard something of our first- 
fruits and twentieth parts; but I doubt that matter 
sleeps, and that it will be hard to awaken it. 

You will expect no news from home. We eat and 
drink as we used to do. The parties are tolerably silent, 
hat those for the late ministry seem to be united, keep 
much together, and are so wise as not to make much 
noise : nor have I heard any thing of their sentiments 
of late, only what has happened on this accident. I 
heartily recommend you to God's care. 

I am, &c. WUJ* DUBUEL 
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FROM LORD PETERBOROW. 

BOB THE BET. DB. SWIFT, BISHOP OF, OB DEAN OF, &CV 

sib, Vienna, April 18, 1711. 

I have often with pleasure reflected upon the glori- 
ous possibilities of the English constitution ; but I roust 
apply to politics a French expression appropriated by 
them to beauty : there is a je tie s$ai quei among us* 
which makes us troublesome with our learning, disagreea- 
ble with our wit, poor with our wealth, and insignificant 
with our power. 

I could never despise any body for what they have 
not, and am only provoked, when they make not the 
right use of what they have. This is the greatest mor- 
tification, to know the advantages we have by art and 
nature, and see them disappointed by self-conceit and 
faction. What patience could bear the disappointment 
of a good scheme by the October club ? 

I have with great uneasiness received imperfect ac- 
counts of disagreement among ourselves. The party we 
have to struggle with has strength enough to require our 
united endeavours. We should not attack their firm 
body like Hussars. Let the victory be secure before 
we quarrel for the spoils ; let it be considered whether 
their yoke were easy, or their burden light What ! 
must there ever be in St. Stephen's chapel, a majority 
either of knaves or fools ? 

Rut seriously, I have long apprehended the effects of 
that universal corruption, which has been improved with 
so much care, and has so fitted us for the tyranny de- 
signed, that we arc grown, I fear, insensible of slavery* 
and almost unworthy of liberty. 
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The geotlemeo, who give you do other satisfaction in 
politics than the appearances of ease and mirth, I wish 
I could partake with them in their good humour ; but 
tokay itself has no effect upon me while I see affairs so 
unsettled ; faction so strong, and credit so weak ; and 
all services abroad under the utmost difficulties by 
past miscarriages and present want of money ; but we 
are told here, that in the midst of victory, orders are 
given to sound a parley, I will say a retreat. Give me 
leave to tell the churchman, that there is not in * # * *f 

I have rid the resty horse you say they gave me, in 
ploughed lauds, till I have made him tame. I wish they 
manage the dull jades as well at home, and get them for- 
ward either with a whip or spur. 1 depend much upon 
the three you mention ;J if they remember me with 
kindness, I am their's by tjie two strongest ties, I love 
them, and hate their enemies. 

Yet you seem to wish me other work. It is time 
the statesmen employ me in my own trade, not theirs. If 
they have nothing else for me to subdue, let me command 
against that rank whiggish puppetshow. Those junto 
pigmies, if not destroyed, will grow up to giants. Tell 
St. John, he must find me work in the old world or the 
new. 

I find Mr. Harley forgets to make mention of the 
most important part of my letter to him ; which was to. 
let him know, that I expected immediately for one Dr. 
Swift, a lean bishoprick, or a fat deanery. If you hap- 
pen to meet that gentleman at dinner, tell him, that he 
has a friend out of the way of doing him good, but that 
lie would, if he could ; whose name is 

PETERBOROW. 

1 Some words arc here erased. N. 

f Probably Harley, Harcourt, and Boliogbrolc IS1 
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TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

my lord, London, April 10, 1711. 

I had lately the honour of a letter from your grace, 
and waited to acknowledge it until something material 
should happen, that might recompense the trouble. My 
occasion of writing to you at present is purely personal 
to your grace. A report was beginning to run here, by 
some letters from Ireland, that your grace had applied 
the passage you mention of Rufus, in a speech you made 
to your clergy, which I ventured to contradict, as au im- 
possibility, and inconsistent with your genera] opinion, 
and what was in your letter. Mr. Southwell and Mr. 
Doppiug were of the same mind; and the former says, 
he has writ to your grace about it. I should have 
thought no more of the matter, but let it spend like an 
idle story below notice : only dining last Sunday with 
one of the principal secretaries of state, he gave me a 
letter to read, which he had just received from the prin- 
ter of the newspaper called The Postboy, in which was a 
transcript of a letter from Dublin ; and die secretary be- 
ing meutioned in that transcript, the man would not 
publish it without his advice. It contained an account 
bow the news of Mr. Harley's being stabbed had been 
received by the whigs in Dublin : of which he produc- 
ed some instances. Then he mentions the passage out 
of Tacitus, and concludes thus: " The first that men- 
tioned it was the archbishop of Dublin, who took notice 
of it first at a meeting of his clergy ; and afterward, in 
the hearing of several persons, was reprimanded for it in 
a civil though sharp manner, by one of the chief mini- 
sters there, well known for his steady loyalty to her ma- 
jesty, and his zealous service to the church of England, 
uader her late perilous trial." I immediately told the. 
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secretary, that I knew this must be fake and misrepre* 
sented, and that he mast give me leave to scratch out 
that passage, which I accordingly did ; aod for fear of any 
mistake, I made him give me afterward the whole letter, 
that I might have it in my power. The next dayl 
sent for the printer, and told him whatl had done; and 
upon farther thoughts I stifled the whole letter, and the 
secretary approved of it. I likewise told the printer, 
that when he had any thing relating to Ireland, I had 
the secretary's order (which was true) to send it me, 
that he might not do injury to men's reputations, by 
what was represented to him from ignorant or malicious 
hands in that kingdom. The letter was to have been 
printed this day in The Postboy, with that conclusion 
reflecting on your grace, which is happily prevented; 
for, although your character and station place you above 
the malice of little people, yet your friends would be ex- 
tremely concerned to see your name made so bold with 
in a common newspaper. 

I humbly hope your grace will not disapprove of what 
I have done : at least* I have gratified my own inclina- 
tion, in the desire of serving you ; and besides, had the 
opportunity of giving Mr. Secretary some part of your 
character. 

I dare lay a wager, that all this happened by the gross 
understandings of some people, who misunderstood and 
misapplied something very innocent that came from your 
grace. I must be so bold to say, that people in that 
kingdom do very ill understand raillery. I can rally 
much safer here with a great minister of state or a duch-. 
ess, than I durst do there with an attorney or his wife. 
And I cau venture to rally with your grace, although I 
could not do it with many of your clergy. I myself 
have been a witness, when want of common sense has 
made people offended with your grace^where they ought 
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to have been the most pleased. I say things every day 
at the best tables, which I should be turned out of com- 
pany for if I were iu Ireland. 

Here is one Mr. Richardson, a clergyman, who is so- 
liciting an affair which I find your grace approves ;* and 
therefore I do him all the service I can in it. 

We are now full of the business of the Irish yam-: 
and I attend among the rest, to engage the members I 
am acquainted with, in our interest. To-morrow we ex- 
pect it will come on. 

I will shortly write to your grace some account how 
public affairs stand $ we hope Mr. Harlcy will be well 
in a week. 

We have news from Brussels that the dauphin is 
dead of an apoplexy. I am, with the greatest respect, 
my lord, 

Your grace's most dutiful 

and most humble servant, 

J/ SWIFT- 
I wish your grace would enclose your commands to me, 
directed to Erasmus Lewis, Esq. at my Lord Dart- 
mouth's office at Whitehall 5 for I have left off going 
to coffee-bouses. 



FROM ARCHBISHOP KING. 

reverend sir, Dublin, April 11, 1711. 

I had the favour of your's of the 10th instant, by 
which I understand how much I am obliged to you for 
the justice you did me as to the report you let me know 

* The printing oflrish Bibles. N. 
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was about to be printed in the Postboy, relatiag to Mr. 
Harley. 

I think there is no man in this kingdom, on which, 
such a report could be fixed with less colour of truth, 
having been noted for the particular regard I have al- 
ways had for him. I ha •*. suffered in some cases too 
for my zeal to defend him in the worst of times; for I 
confess I never could, with patience, bear the treatment 
he met with in Gregg's affair. The truth is, when I re- 
ceived the news of this last barbarous attempt made on 
him, I with indignation insulted some, with whom I used 
to dispute about the former case, and asked them, whether 
they would now suspect that he was in the conspiracy 
to stab himself? The turn they gave it was what I 
wrote to you, that they imagined he might be in it not- 
withstanding that : and that his discovering Guiscard, 
and pressing so hard on the examination, was the thing 
that provoked the man to such a degree of rage, as ap- 
peared in that villanous act And they instanced the 
story of Piso in Tackus, and the passage of Rufus. I 
know very well that they did not believe themselves, 
and among other things I applied that passage of Hudi- 
bras, he, that beat's out his brains, &c. # I believe I 
have told this passage to several as an example, to show 
into what absurdities the power of prejudice, malice, and 
faction will lead some men, I hope with good effect; and 
added, as several gentlemen that heard me can witness, 
that it was a strange thing, that Mr. Harley should dis- 
cover Gregg, and have him hanged, and yet be suspect- 
ed to be partaker of his crime ; but altogether unaccount- 
able, that in a cause, wherein his life was so barbarous- 
ly struck at, it was a thousand to one if he escaped, he 



* " But he that hangs, or beats out's brain?, 
The devil's in hm>, if he feignf." 
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should still be under the suspicion of being a parly with 
his murderer ! so that I could never imagine, that any 
one should report, that I spoke my own sense in a matter 
wherein I expressed so great an abhorrence, both of the 
fact, and the vile comment made upon it. 

As to any speech at the meeting of the clergy, or any 
reprimand given me by any person on this account, it is 
all, assure yourself, pure invention. 

I am sensible of the favour you did me, in prevent- 
ing the publishing of such a false report, and am most 
thankful to Mr. Secretary St. John for stopping it. I 
have not the honour to be known to him, otherwise I 
would give him the trouble of a particular acknowledg- 
ment. As to Mr. Harley, I have had the happiness to 
have some knowledge of him, and received some obli- 
gations from him, particularly on the account of my 
act of parliament, that I obtained for the restitution of 
Seatown to the see of Dublin. I always had a great 
honour for him, and expected great good -from his known 
abilities, and zeal for the common interest ; and as I 
believe he was the principal instrument of settling things 
on the present foot, so I believe every one, that wishes 
well to these kingdoms, is satisfied, that there is not any 
man, whose death would be a greater loss to the public 
than his. The management of this parliament has, if 
not reconciled his worst enemies to him, at least "silenced 
them ; and it is generally believed that his misfortune 
has much retarded public affairs. 

I partly can guess who writ the letter you mention i 
it must be one of two or three, whose business it is to in- 
vent a lie, and throw dirt, ever since I was obliged by 
my duty to call them to account for their negligence and 
ill practices : they have published and dispersed several 
libellous prints against me, in one of which I marked 
forty-three downright falsehoods in matters of fact In 
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toother, it is true, there was only one such ; the whole 
and every part of.it, from beginning to end, being puro 
invention and falsehood. But to my comfort, they are 
despised by all gooa men ; and I like myself nothing 
less for being the object of their hate. You will excuse 
this long letter, and I hope I may, by next, apprise you 
with something of consequence. In the mean time* I 
heartily recommend you, &c. 

WILLIAM DUBLIN. 
I held my visitation on the 9th instant, where yoa 
were excused/ as absent on the public business of the 
church. 



TO THE EARL OF PETEKBOROW. 

MY LORD, Mat/ 4, 1711* 

I have had the honour of your lordship's letter, an* 
by the first lines of it have made a discovery that your 
lordship is come into the world about eighteen hundred 
years too late, and was bora about half a dozen degrees 
too far to the North, to employ that public virtue I 
always heard you did possess: which is now wholly 
useless, and which those very few that have it are 
forced jo lay aside, when they would have business suc- 
ceed. 

Is it not some comfort, my lord, that you meet with 
the same degeneracy of manners, and the same neglect 
of the public, among the honest Germans, though in the 
philosopher's phrase, differently modified ? and I hope, 
mt least, we have one advantage, to be more polite in our 
corruptions than they. 

• For his prebend of Dunlaren ; (lee A^ril 17, 1710.)— His livings 
were in the diocese of Meats. N. 
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Our divisions ruu farther than perhaps your lord- 
ship's intelligence has yet informed you of : that is, a 
triumvirate of our fiicnds whom I have mentioned to 
you : I have told them more than once, upon occasion ; 
" That all my hopes of their success depended on their 
union ; that I saw they loved one another, and hoped 
they would continue it to remove that scandal of in- 
constancy ascribed to court friendships." I am not now 
so secure; I care not to say more on such a subject, and 
even this cntre nous. My credit is not of a size to do 
any service on such an occasion : but as little as it is, I 
am so ill a politician, that I will venture the loss of it to 
prevent this mischief; the consequence of which I am 
as good a judge of as any minister of state, and perhaps 
a better, because I am not one. 

When you writ your letter, you had not heard of 
Guiscard's attempt on Mr. Harlcy ; supposing you know 
all the circumstances, I shall not descant upon it. We 
believe Mr. Harley will soon be treasurer, and be of the 
house of peers; and then we imagine the court will 
begin to deal out employments, for which every Octo- 
ber member is a candidate; and consequently nine 
in ten must be disappointed; the effect of which we 
may find in the nest session. Mr. Harley was yester- 
day to open to the house the ways he has thought o( 
to raise funds for securing the unprovided debts of the 
nation ; and we are all impatient to know 7 what his pro- 
posals arc. 

As to the imperfect account 3 r ou say you have Re- 
ceived of disagreement among ourselves, your lordship 
knows that the names of whig and tory have quite al- 
tered their meanings. All who were for turning out the 
late ministry, we now generally call lories; and in that 
sense, I think it plain that there are among the tories 
three different interests ; one of thotc, I mean the minf&v 
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fry, who agree with your lordship and me, in a steady 
management for pursuing the true interest of the nation : 
another is, that of warmer heads, as the October club 
and their adherents without doors ; and a third is, I 
fear, of those who, as your lordship expresses it, would 
sound a parley, and who would make fair weather in 
case of a change ; and some of these last are not incon- 
siderable. 

Nothing can be more obliging than your lordship's 
Remembering to mention me in your letters to Mr. Hart- 
ley and Mr. St. John, when you are in the midst of such 
great affairs. I doubt I shall want such an advocate as 
your lordship; for I believe, every man who has mo* 
desty or merit, is but an ill one for himself. I desire 
but the smallest of those titles you give me on the out- 
side of your letter. My ambition is to live in England, 
and with a competency to support me with honour* 
The ministry know by this time whether I arri worth 
keeping; and it is easier to provide for ten men in the 
church, than one in a civil employment. 

But I renounce England and deaneries, without a 
promise from your lordship, under your own hand and 
seal, that I shall have liberty to attend you whenever I 
please. I foresee we shall have a peace next year, by 
the same sagacity that I have often foreseen when I was 
young. I must leave the town in a week, because my 
money is gone, and I can borrow no more. Peace wUl 
bring your lordship home ; and we must have you to 
adorn your country, when you shall be no longer wanf- 
*d to defend it I am, my lord, &c. 

voi* xv. h 
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TO ARCHBISHOP KINO. 

my lord, Chelsea, May 10, 1711. 

I have had your grace's letter, of April 10, some 
time by me, but deferred my answer until I could give 
some account of what use I had made of it. I went im- 
mediately to Mr. Secretary St. John, and read most of 
it to him ; he was extremely satisfied, and very glad 
that scandalous account, designed to be printed in M The 
Postboy" was suppressed. Mr. Harley was not then 
quite well enough ; so I ventured (and hope your grace 
will not disapprove it) to show your letter to a gentleman 
who has a great respect for your grace, and who told me 
several others of Ireland were possessed of that report 
I trusted the letter with him, and gave him leave to 
read it to them, which he told me he did, and " that they 
were all entirely convinced $" and indeed, as far as I can 
.find, the report is quite blown over, and has left no im- 
pression. While your grace's letter was out of my 
hands, dining with Mr. Harley, he said to me, almost 
as soon as he saw me, " How came the archbishop of 
Dublin and I to fall out ?" I told him " I knew what 
lie meant ; but your grace was altogether misrepresent- 
ed ; and it must come from some infamous rascals, of 
which there never wants a set in that kingdom, who 
make it their business to send wrong characters 
. here," &c. He answered, " that he believed and knew 
. it was as I said." I added, " that I had the honour to 
be long known to your grace, and that you were the last 
man iu the kingdom upon whom such a report could be 
fixed with any probability; and that, since he was 
pleased to mention this matter first, he must give me 
leave, the next time I saw him, to read a letter I had 
flora your grace in answer to one of mine, wherein I had 
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told you of such a report He said, " there was no 
need, for he firmly believed me," I answered smiling, 
" that should not do, for I would never suffer a person 
for whom I had so great an esteem, to lie under the 
least suspicion of any thing wrong.' 9 Last Saturday, 
after dinner, I was again to wait on him. On that day 
of the week, my lord keeper, my Lord Riven, and Mr. 
Secretary St John, always used to dine with him before 
lUs accident; and sometimes they used to let me be of 
the company. This was the first Saturday they had 
net since his recovery; and I was in such joy to see 
the old club met again, that it affects me still, as your 
grace sees by my impertinence in mixing it with an ac- 
count that only relates to yourself. I read those parts 
of your letter to him which I thought proper, and both 
be and the company did very frankly acquit your grace ; 
and Mr. Harley in particular spoke a good deal of* his 
respect and esteem for you; and then he repeated, 
** that it was no new thing to receive lies from Ireland :" 
which I doubt is so true, that no man of distinction in 
that kingdom is safe; and I wish it were possible to 
take some course to prevent the evil. 

As for libels upon your grace, bating my concern for 
the souls of the writers, I should give you joy of them. 
Ton would less deserve your station, if knaves and 
fools did not hate you ; and while these sects continue, 
may your grace and all good men be the object of their 
aversion. 

My lord keeper, Mr. Harley, and one or two more, 
are immediately to be made peers : the town has been 
expecting it for some time, although the court make it 
yet a secret; but I can assure your grace of the truth, 
for the preambles to their patents are now drawing, and 
I saw a very handsome one for Mr. Harley.* You'Jl 

* ft was written by himself. N. 
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please net to mention this particular, although it will he 
soon public, but it is yet kept mighty pw&te. Mr. 
Harley is to be tad treasurer. Perhaps, tafere the 
post leaves this town, all this will be openly told, and 
then I may be laughed at for being so jnysterissjs : but 
so capricious are great men in their secrets. The first 
authentic assurances I had of these promotions vas last 
Sunday, though the expectation has been strong for 
above a month. We suppose likewise that aiaay 
changes will be made in the employments as soon as 
ihe session ends, which will be, I believe, ta less than a 
fortnight 

Poor Sir Chohnondeley Deerin& of Kent, was yester- 
day in a duel shot through the body, by one Mr. Thorn 
hill, in TothHfields, and died in some hours. 

I never mention any thing of the timt-fitiits either Id 
JMr. Harley or the Duke of Ormond. If it be done bo 
fore his grace goes over, it is well, and there's an end : 
if not, I shall have the best opportunity of do&qgit in his 
absence. If I should speak of it now, perhaps k would' 
be so contrived as to hinder me from «nlimri^g it after- 
ward ; but as soon as the duke is gone, I shall learn at 
ihe treasury what he has done in it I have been at 
this town this fortnight for my health, and to he under a 
necessity of walking to and from London eveiy day. 
But your grace will please still to direct your letters 
under cover to Mr. Lewis. 

I am, with great respect, my lord, 
Your grace's most dutiful 

and obliged bumble servant, 

J, SWIFT. 
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TO MIL SECRETARY ST. JOMW. 

sib, Chelsea, May 11, 1711. 

Betoo convinced, by certain ominous prognostics, that 
my life is fee short to permit me the honour of ever 
dining another Saturday with Sir Simon Harcourt, 
knight, or Robert Hmrteg, Esq. I beg I may take the 
kit farewell of those two gentlemen to-morrow. I made 
this request on Saturday last, unfortunately after you 
were gone ; and they, like great statesmen, pretended 
they could do nothing in it without your consent ; par- 
ticularly my lord keeper, as a- lawyer, raised innumera- 
ble difficulties, although I submitted to allow you aa 
hour's whispering before dinner, and an hour after. 
My Lord Riven would not offer one word in my be- 
half, pretending he himself was fart a tolerated person. 
The keeper alleged, a You could do nothing bat when 
all three were capitularly met," as if you could never 
open but like a parish chest, with the three keys toge- 
ther. It grieves me to see tlie present ministry thus con- 
federated to pull down my great spirit. Fray, air, find 
an expedient. Finding expedients is the business of 
secretaries of state. I will yield to any reasonable con- 
ditions not below ray dignity. I will not fiud fault with 
the victuals ; I will restore the waterglass that I stole, 
and solicit for my lord keeper's salary. And, sir, to 
allow you I am not a person to be safely injured, if you 
dare refuse me justice in this point, I will appear before 
you in a pudding sleeve gown, I will disparage your 
snufl^ write a lampoon upon NaWy Car, dine with you 
upon a foreign postday ; nay, I will read verses in your 
presence, until you snatch them out of my hands. 
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Therefore pray, sir, take pity upon me and yourstif j 
and believe me to be, -with great respect, sir, 

Tour most obedient and most humble servant. 



FROM ARCHBISHOP KINO. 

BKYSREWD SIR, Dtfottfl, M(ttf 15, 1711. 

I had the favour of your's of the I Oth instant, by the 
last packets, and cannot return you sufficient acknow- 
ledgment for your kind and prudent management of that 
affair, so much to my advantage. I confess that I did 
sot much fear that such a vile report would do roe any 
great injury with Mr. Hartey ; for I was persuaded he 
is too wise to believe such an incredible story. But the 
publishing it to the world might have influenced some ta 
my disadvantage; and no man can be well pleased to 
be the subject of a libel, though it often happens to be 
the fate of honest meu. 

I doubt not but you will hear of an unlucky contest 
in the city of Dublin about their mayor. You may re- 
member (I think while you were here, that Is, in 1709) 
Alderman Constantine, by a cabal, for so I most call it, 
lost his election; and a junior alderman, one Forrestr 
was elected mayor for the ensuing year. Constantine 
petitioned the -council board not to approve the election; 
for you must know, by the new rules, settled in pur- 
suance of an act of parliament for the better regulation 
of corporations, their chief officers must be approved of 
by the governor and council after they are elected, be- 
fore they can enter into any of their respective offices; 
and if not approved of in ten days, the corporation thai 
chose them must go to a new election. Now, Alderman 
Constantine, upon the corporation's return of Font*, 
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complained of it as wrong, and desired to be heard by 
counsel; but my Lord Wharton, then lord lieutenant, 
would not admit it. This past on to the year 1710, and 
then the present mayor was chosen, Aldermen Eccles, 
another junior alderman ; and this year one Alderman 
Barlow, a tailor, another junior. Constantine, finding 
the government altered, supposed he should have more 
favour, and petitions again of the wrong done him. The 
city replied, and we had two long hearings. The matter 
depended on an old by-law, made about the 12th of 
Qjieen £lizabeth ; by which the aldermen, according to 
their anciently, are required to keep their mayoralty, 
notwithstanding any licenses or orders to the contrary. 
Several dispensations and instances of contrary prac- 
tices were produced ; but with a salvo,, that the law of 
succession should stand good ; and some aldermen, as ap- 
peared, had been disfranchised for not submitting to it, 
and holding in their mayoralty. On the contrary, it 
was urged, that this rule was made in a time when the 
mayoralty was looked upon as a great burden, and the 
senior aldermen got licenses from serving it and by fac 
tion and interest got it put on the junior and poorer $ 
and most of the aldermen were then papists, and being 
obliged, on accepting the office, to take the oath of su- 
premacy, and come to church, they declined it : but the 
case was now altered, and most were ambitious of it : 
and a rule or by-law, that imposed it as a duty and bur- 
den, must be understood to oblige them to take it, but 
could not oblige the electors to put it on them; that it 
was often dispensed with, and, as alleged, altogether ab- 
rogated by the new rules, that took ,th£ election out of 
the city, where the charter places it, and gave it to the 
aldermen only : that since those rules, which were made 
in 1672, the elections have been in another manner, and 
in about thirty-sis mayors, eight or nine were junior at 
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dermen. On the whole, the matter seefned- 16 me '4a 
bang on a most slender point ; and being archbishop of 
Dublin, I thought I was obliged to be for the eity $ bat 
the majority was for the by-law, and d is ap proved At 
derman Barlow, who was returned for mayor. I did 
foresee that this would beget ill blood, and did not tbfcik 
It for my lord Duke of Ormond's interest to dash with 
the city; and I went to several of bis grace 9 ! friend^ 
whom I much trust, before the debate in council, add 
desired them to consider the matter, and laid the inooH- 
veniency I apprehended before them, and desired tbett 
to take notice, that I bad warned them ; but they told me, 
that they did not foresee any hurt it would be to Ui 
grace. And I pray God it may not; though I am afraid 
It may give him some trouble. 

The citizens have taken it heinously; and, ts'1 lttwy 
met to-day, and id common council repealed the ty-HW, 
and have chosen Alderman Barlow again. I tHuktbefll 
wrong in both, and a declaration of enmity agaitist the 
council and government, whieh feud is easier begun* than 
laid. It is certain the council must disapprove thtfe 
choice, it being against the dew rules, as welt a* getiff 
manners: and what other steps will be made to eoitetif 
them, I cannot say ; whereas, if they had appofatfed » 
committee to view and report what old obsolete by 4twa 
were become inconvenient, and repealed this among th* 
rest, it would not have given offttice? and if they had 
chosen another instead of Barlow, I believe he would 
have been approved, and there had been an end of the 
contest 

You ihust .know this is made a party affair, as Gob> 
siantine sets up for a high churchman, which I ncVer 
heard he did before : but this is an taconvenienoy ift 
parties, that whoever has a private quarrel, and- Jtncfc 
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himself too weak, he immediately becomes a zealous par- 
tizan, and makes his private a public quarrel. 

Perhaps it may Dot be ungrateful, nor perhaps alto- 
gether useless to you, to know the truth of this matter; 
for I imagine it will be talked of. ' 

I believe the generality of the citizens and gentlemen 
of Ireland are looked on as friends to the whiggish in- 
terest But, it is only so far as to keep out the preten- 
der, whom they mortally fear with good reason ; and so 
many villanous papers have been spread here, and so 
much pains taken to persuade them that the tories design 
to bring him in, that it is no wonder they are afraid of 
them; but God be thanked, this ministry and parlia- 
ment has pretty well allayed that fear, by their steady 
and prudent management. And if his grace the Duke 
of Ormond prosecutes the same measures the ministry 
does in Britain (as I believe he will; I persuade myself, 
that the generality here will be as zealous for this as any 
ministry we ever had. 

The death of the Earl of Rochester is a great blow to 
all good men, and even his enemies cannot but do jus- 
tice to his character. What influence it wUl have on 
public affairs, God only knows. I pray let me have 
your thoughts on it, for I have some fears, that I do not 
And affect other people ; I was of opinion that he con- 
tributed much to keep things steady ; and I wish his 
friends may not want bis influence. I conclude with my 
prayers for you. 

WILL. DUBLIN. 



h 2 



170 LETTERS TO AND FRO&I 



FROM LORD PETERBOROW. 

mr, Hanover, June 21, 1711. 

You were returning me to ages past for some expres- 
sions in my letter. I find matter in your's to send you 
as far back as the golden age. How came you to frame 
a system (in the times we live in) to govern the world 
by love ? 

I was much more surprised at such a notion in your 
first, than to find your opinion altered in your last let- 
ter. My hopes were founded more reasonably upon the 
contrary principle. I wish we could Keep ourselvee 
steady by any; but I confess it was the hatred and con- 
tempt so justly conceived against bur late governors, that 
gave me some little expectations we might unite, at least 
id order to prevent a relapse. 

The consequences of places not given were apparent; 
the whole party were then dissatisfied; and when giv^n* 
those are only pleased who have them. This is what the 
honest management of past administrations has brought 
us to ; but I should not yet despair, if your loving prh> 
ciple could but have its force among three or four of 
your acquaintance. Never persons bad more Teaaop tp 
agree; nor was it ever in the power of a few men to 
bring greater events to bear, or prevent greater leeoav 
veniencies; for such are inevitable, without the DJjDejt 
management : and I believe bo person was ever better 
prepared to make this out than myself. 

I wish before I left England, that I had met, either fie 
your letters or discourse, any thing like what yon hint 
in your last : I should have found great ease, and you 
some satisfaction ; for, had you passed these six month* 
with me abroad, I could have made you sensible, that if 
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were easy to have brought the character and influence 
of an English peer, equal to that of a senator in old 
Rome. Methinks I could have brought it to that pass, 
to have seen a levee of suppliant kings and princes, ex- 
pecting their destinies from us, and submitting to our de- 
crees; but if we come in politics to your necessity of 
leaving the town for want of money to live in it, Lord, 
how the case will alter ! 

You threaten me with law, and tell me I might be 
compelled to make my words good. Remember your 
own insinuations : what if I should leave England in 
a week's time, and summon you in quality of chaplain 
and secretary, to be a witness to transactions perhaps of 
the greatest importance ; so great, that I should think 
you might deserve the bishopric of Winchester at your 
return. Let me know, in a letter directed to Parson's- 
green, the moment you receive this, whether you are 
ready and willing; but you must learn to live a month, 
now and then, without sleep. As to all other things, 
we should meet with no mortifications abroad, if we 
could 'scape them from home. 

But, without raillery, if ever I can propose to myself 
to be of any great use, I foresee this will be the case. 
This is so much my opinion, that I conclude, if it mil 
out otherwise, I shall never concern myself in any pub- 
lic business in England ; that I shall either leave it for a 
better climate, or marry in a rage, and become the hero 
ef the October club. Yours, 

PETERBOROW. 
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TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

hy lord, Lau&m, Jt/^y 12, 1711. 

I now conceive your grace begins to be a busy per- 
ion in council, and parliament, and convocation ; and 
perhaps may be content to be diverted now and then by 
an idle letter from hence. We have an empty town ; 
the queen being settled at Windsor, and the ministers 
often there. We are so weary with expecting farther 
removals, that we begin to drop the discourse; neither 
am I sure, whether those in power may not differ a tit- 
tle in opinion as to the matter. However, it seems 
generally agreed, that there will be many changes before 
next session, and that it is necessary there should be so* 
My Lord Peterborow has been some time returned, and 
I have had a good deal of talk with him ; or rather he 
has talked a good deal to me. He is mightily discon- 
tented with what I writ to him, and which he finds to 
be true, that there seems a general disposition among us 
toward a peace. He thicks his successful negotiations 
with the emperor and the Duke of Savoy, have put us 
in a better condition than ever to continue the war, and 
will engage to convince me, that Spain is yet to be bad, 
if we take proper measures. Your grace knows be is a 
person of great talents, but dashed with something rest- 
less and capricious in his nature. He told me he came 
over without being recalled, and without one servant, 
having scattered them in several parts of Germany. I 
doubt he will not have credit euoughjwitb the ministry to 
make them follow his plans ; and he is such a sort of 
person as may give good advice, which wise men may 
reasonably refuse to follow. It seems to me that the 
ministry lie under a grievous dilemma, from the diffi- 
culty of continuing the war, and the danger of an ill 
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peace; which I doubt whether all their credit with the 
queen and country would support them under : but my 
lord treasurer is a stranger to fear, and has all that eour 
rage which innocence and good sense can give a man, 
and the moat free from avarice of any one living; both 
which are absolutely necessary for his station in this 
juncture. He was saying a thing to me some days ago, 
which I believe is the great maxim he proceeds by, that 
wisdom in public affairs was not, what is commonly 
believed, the forming of schemes with remote views; 
but the making use of such incidents as happen. It was 
thought my Lord Mar* would have succeeded as secre- 
tary upon the Duke of Queensbury's death ; but the 
court seems now disposed to have no third secretary,! 
which was a useless charge. The queen has been ex- 
tremely ill, so as for four-and-twenty hours people were 
in great pain ; but she has been since much belter, and 
voided abundance of gravel, &c 

Our expedition under Mr. Hill is said to be toward 
the South Seas; but nothing is known : I told a great 
man, who is deepest in the project of it, that I had no 
good opinion of these expeditions, which hitherto uevcr 
succeeded with us. He said, he would venture ten to 

* John Enktoe, the tenth Earl of Mar, wai by Queen Anne made 
colonel of a regiment of foot, knight of the thistle, and secretary of 
1 state for Scotland. He was one of the commisriouers for the treaty 

I of Union, and was elected one of the sixteen peer* in four succeeding 
parliaments. He was again made secretary of state, Sept. 1, 1713 ; 
^k in which office he was succeeded by the Duke of Montrose, Sept 24, 
1714. Being dismissed from all employment, he retired into Scotland, 
and, at the head of six hundred men, proclaimed the pretender. Hi* 
forces being increased to rix or seven thousand men, he fought the 
Duke of Argyll, who commanded the royal troops. The victory was 
left undecided; but the Earl of Mar was forced to take refuge in 
France. He was attainted in 1716, his estate and honours, &c. being 
forfeited to the crown ; and died at Aix la Cliapeile, in 1732. IS T . 
t There teems to have been none till Sept. 1, 1713. y. 
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one upon the success of it, provided do ill accident hap- 
pened by storms; and that it wa* concerted with three 
or four great princes abroad. 

As to the fart-fruits, I must inform your grace, that 
the whole affair lies exactly as it did for some months 
past The duke and his people never thought, or at 
least never meddled in it, until some days before they 
went, and then they were told it was already done ; and 
my lord treasurer directed that it should be an instruc- 
tion to the lord lieutenant to mention in Us speech to 
parliament, that the queen had done it, dec But they 
took no sort of care to finish the matter, and cany the 
instrument over with them, which they might have done, 
had they begun timely, and applied themselves; and as 
the bishops superseded me, I did not presume to meddle 
farther in it: but I think this may be a lesson, that in 
all such cases as these, it is necessary to have some good 
solicitor, and not leave things wholly to great men : nay, 
so little did the duke engage in this matter, that my 
lord treasurer told me yesterday (although that is a se- 
cret) that the very draught they had made upon my ap- 
plication was some way or other mislaid between the 
queen and himself, and could not be found ; but how- 
ever, that another should soon be drawn : and Us lord- 
ship commanded me to inform your grace, and my lords 
the bishops, that with the first convenience the instrument 
should be prepared and sent over, which your grace will 
please to let them know. I was of opinion with my lord 
treasurer, that it should be done by a deed from the 
queen, without an act of parliament, and that the bishops 
should be made a corporation, for the management of it. 
Your grace sees I write with much freedom, because I 
am sure I can do it safely. 

I have been engaging my lord treasurer and the other 
great men in a project of my own, which they tell me 
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ihejr wifl embrace, especially his lordship. He is to 
erect some kind of society, or academy, under the pa- 
tronage of the ministers and protection of the queen, for 
correcting, enlarging, polishing, and fixing our language. 
The methods must be left to the society ; only I am 
writing a letter to my lord treasurer, by way of propo- 
sals, and some general hints, which I design to publish, 
and he expects from me. All this may come to nothing, 
although I find the ingenious and learned meirof all my 
acquaintance fall readily in with it; and so I hope will 
your grace if the design can be well executed. I would 
desire at leisure some of your grace's thoughts on this 
matter. 

I hope your grace will take advantage of the times,, 
and see whether your violent house of commons will fall 
in with some good law for the benefit of the church, as 
their much betters have done it here: and I think the 
convocation could not be better employed, than in con- 
sidering what good law is wanting for the church, and 
endeavour to have it passed, rather than in brangling 
upon trifles. The church has so few happy occasions, 
that we ought to let none of them slip. I take up too 
much of your grace's time ; and, therefore, begging 
your prayers and blessings, I remain, with the greatest 
respect, your grace's most dutiful humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 



FROM ARCHBISHOP KINO. 

mxvxRXiip sib, Dublin, July 25, 11U. 

You must not wonder, that I have been so ill a cor- 
respondent of late, being, as I find, in debt to you for 
tout's of June the lib, and July the 12th. This did 
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not proceed from any negligence, but from the dream* 
stances of things here, that were such, that I could oot 
return you any satisfactory answer. 

We 'have now got oyer the preliminaries of our par- 
liaments and convocation ; that is to say, our addresses, 
dtc and as to the parliament, so far as appears to me, 
there will be an entire compliance with her majesty's 
occasions, and my Lord Duke of Ormond's desire ; and 
that funds will be given for two years from Christmas 
next $ by which we shall have the following summer 
free from parliamentary attendance, which proves a 
great obstruction both to church and country business. 
As to the convocation, we have no license as yet to act. 
I have heard some whispers, as if a letter of license had 
come over, and was sent back again to- be mended, es- 
pecially as tp direction about a president I may inform 
you, that that matter is in her majesty's choice : we have 
on record four licenses ; the first directed to the Arch- 
bishop of Dublin in 1614 ; the other three, that ate in 
1634, 1662, 1665, directed to the then lords primates. 
I have not at present the exact dates $ but I have seen 
the writs, and fiud the convocation sat in these yean. 

His grace the Duke of Ormond, in his speech to the 
parliament (which J doubt not but you have seen) men- 
tioned the remittal of the twentieth parts, and the grant 
of the first-fruits, for buying impropriations ; but did 
not assume to himself any merit in the procuring of 
them ; nor, that I can find by any intimation, so much 
as insinuated, that the grant was on his motion ; not- 
withstanding, both in, the house of lordaand convocation, 
some laboured to ascribe the whole to his grace ; and 
had it not been for the account I had from you, his 
grace must, next to her majesty, have had the entire 
thanks. You'll observe, from the lords' address and 
convocation, that his grace is brought io for a share in 
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both. But if the case shodld be otherwise, yet his 
grace is do way to be blamed. The current rails that 
way ; and perhaps neither you nor I have bettered our 
interest here at present, by endeavouring to stop it. 

The conclusion was, that all the archbishops and bi- 
shops agreed to return thanks to my lord treasurer of 
Great Britain, by a letter, which all in town have sign- 
ed, being convinced, that, next to her majesty's native 
bounty, and zeal for the church, this favour is due to his 
lordship's mediation* 

But they have employed no agent to solicit the 
passing the act through the offices, believing his lordship 
will take care of that of his own mere motion, as he did 
of the grant This is meant as an instance of their great 
confidence of his lordship's concern for them, which 
makes it needless that any should intermeddle in what 
he has tfndertakei. 

If his lordship thinks fit to return any answer to the 
bishops, I wish he would take some occasion to mention 
you in it ; for that would justify you, and convince the 
bishops, some of whom, perhaps, suspect the train of 
what you said, of the first-fruits and twentieth parts be- 
ing granted before his grace the Duke of Ormond was 
declared lord lieutenant of Ireland. 

I cannot at present write of several matters, that per- 
haps I may have opportunity to communicate to you. I 
have sent with this the lords' and the convocation's ad- 
drew to my lord duke. * 

If it may be proper, I would have my most humble 
respects to be laid before my lord treasurer. You may 
be sore I am his most humble servant, and shall never 
forget the advantages he has been the author of to the 
church and state : and yet I believe, if it please God to 
prolong his life, greater things may be expected fro* 
him ; my prayers shad not be wanting. 
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As for myself, I will say more tome other time : andL 
for the present shall only assure you, that I am, sir, 
Your affectionate humble servant, and brother, 

WILLIAM DUBLIN. 



FROM ARCHBISHOP KING. 

Since my Lord Duke of Ormond't arrival, I have 
been so continually hurried with company, that I retired 
here for two or three days. The preliminaries of oar 
parliament are now over ; that is to say, addresses, 4x«> 
and I find the usual foods will be 'granted, I think 
unanimously, for two years from Christmas next, whfch 
is all the Duke of Ormond desires. I do oo t see mjfcoh 
more will be done. Tou will observe several reflections 
are in the addresses on the late management herev in 
which the Earl of Anglesey and I differed. : If we 
could impeach, as you can in Great Britain, and bring 
the malefactors to account, I should be for it with all 
my endeavour ; but to show our ill will, when we -can 
do no more, seems to be no good policy in a .dependent 
people, and that can have no other effect than to pro- 
voke revenge without the prospect of redress j of wljkh 
we have two fatal instances. I reckon, that every cbjbf 
governor, who is sent here, comes with a design to 
first those who sent him ; and that our good only 
be so far considered, as it is subservient to the main da- 
sign. The only difference between governors* as to us, 
is to have a good natured man, that has some interest in 
our prosperity, and will not oppress us unaecessarUy ; 
and such is his grace. But I doubt, whether even that 
will not be an objection against him on your aide of the 
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water: far I have found that those governors, that 
gained most on the liberties of the kingdom, are reck- 
oned the best ; and therefore it concerns us to be on our 
guard against all governors, and to provoke as little as 
we can. For he that cannot revenge himself, acts the 
wise part, when he dissembles, and passes over injuries; 
In my opinion, the best that has happened to us is, 
that the parliament grants the funds for two years ; for 
by these means we shall have one summer to ourselves 
to do our church and country business. I have not been 
able to visit my diocese ecclesiatim, as I used to do, the 
last three years, for want of such a recess. I hope the 
parliament of Great Britain will not resume the yarn 
bill while they continue the same. The lords have not 
sat above four or five days, and are adjourned till Moo- 
day next ; so we have no heads of bills brought into our 
house as yet : but if any be relating to the church, I 
will do my endeavour to give you satisfaction. 

Our letter is come over for the remittal of the twen- 
tieth parts, and granting the first-fruits for buying im- 
propriations, and purchasing glebes, which will be a great 
ease to the clergy, and a benefit to the church. We 
want glebes more than the impropriations ; and I am for 
buying them first, where wanting; for without them, re- 
sidence is impossible; and besides, I look upon it as a 
security to tithes, that the laity have a share in them ; 
and therefore-I am not for purchasing them, but where 
they are absolutely necessary. 

We shall, I believe, have some considerations of me- 
thods to convert the natives; but I do not find that it 
is desired by all that they should be converted. There 
is a party among us, that have little sense of religion, 
and heartily hate the church : these would have the na- 
tives made protestants; but such as themselves are dead-. 
ry afraid they should come into the church, because, say 
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they, this would strengthen the church too much. Othert 
would have them come in, but can't approve of the me- 
thod* proposed, which are to preach to then] in their own 
language, and have the service in Irish, as our own ca- 
nons require. So that, between them, I am afraid that 
little will be done. I am, Sir, your's, &c* 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 



jct lord, London, -^wg-. 15, 1711. 

I HAT* been at Windsor a fortnight, from whence I 
returned two days ago, and met a letter at my lodgings 
from jour grace, dated July 25. I was told it was sent 
to Mr. Manly's house (jour postmaster's son) and by 
him to me; so tliat I suppose jour grace did not direct 
to Mr. Lewis as formerly, otherwise I should have had 
it at Windsor. The ministers go usually down to Wind- 
sor on Saturday, and return on Mondaj or Tuesday fol- 
lowing. I had little opportunity of talking with my lord 
treasurer, seeing him only at court, or at supper at third 
places, or in much company at his own lodgings. Yes- 
terday I went to visit him after dinner, bat did not stay 
above an hour, because business called him out I read 
to him that part of your grace's letter which expresses 
your grace's respects to him, and he received them per- 
fectly well. He told me, he had lately received a letter 
from the bishops of Ireland, subscribed (as I remember) 
by seventeen, acknowledging his favour about the first- 
fruits. I told bis lordship, " that some people in Ire- 
land doubted whether the queen had granted them be- 
fore the Dnke of Ormond was declared lieutenant." 
" Yes," be said, " sure. I remembered it was immediate* 
ly upon my application." I said, " I heard the duke 
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himself teak bo merit 4m that account." He answered, 
Ho, he was sure be did not, he was the honestest gentle- 
man alive ; bat, said be, "it is the queen that did it, and 
she atone shall have the merit." 

And I must be so free as to tell your grace that the 
grudging, ungratefel maimer of some people, which up- 
on several occasions I could not but give him hints <& 
for ray justification, has not been prudent. I am sure, 
it has hindered me from any thoughts of pursuing another 
affair of yet greater consequence, which I had good hopes 
of compassing. What can be the matter -with those peo- 
ple ? do I ask either money or thanks of them ? have I 
done any hart 4o the business ? My lord treasurer told 
me he had sent the letter over about the first-fruits. I 
never Inquired into the particulars : he says he will very 
soon answer the bishop's letter to himself, and will show 
me both letter and answer; but I shall not put him in 
mind, unless he remembers it of his own accord. Nor, 
with great submission to your grace, can I prevail on my 
own pride to desire he would make any mention of me in 
hb answer. Your grace is convinced, that unless I write 
a heap of lies, the queen had granted that affair before 
my lord duke was named. I desire to convince nobody 
else; and, since the thing is done, H is not of any conse- 
quence who were instrumental in it I could not for- 
bear yesterday reminding my lord treasurer of what I 
.said to Mr. Southwell before his lordship, when he came 
to take his leave before he went to Ireland ; which was* 
that I hoped Mr. Southwell would let the bishops aad 
clergy of Ireland know, that my lord treasurer had long 
since (before the duke was governor) prevailed on the 
queen to remit the first-fruit* Ac and that H was his 
lordship's work, as the grant of the same favour in Eng- 
land had formerly been. My ford treasurer did then 
acknowledge it before Mr. Southwell, and I think Mr. 
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Southwell should have acted accordingly; but there is 
a great deal of ignorance, as well as ill will, in all this 
matter. The Duke of Ormood himself had he engaged 
io it, could only act as a solicitor. Every body knows, 
that the lord treasurer, in such cases, must be applied to 
(and only he) by the greatest persons. I should think 
the people of Ireland might rather be pleased to see one 
of their own country able to find some credit at court, 
and in a capacity to serve them, especially one who does 
it without any other prospect than that of serving them. 
I know not any of the bishops from whom. J can expect 
any favour, and there are not many upon whom a man 
of any figure could have such designs: but I will be re- 
venged; for whenever it lies in my power, I will serve 
the church and kingdom, although they should use mt 
much worse. I shall dine to-morrow with the lord trea- 
surer, and perhaps I may then see the aaswer he is to 
write. I thought to have sent this letter away to-night; 
but I have been interrupted by business. I go to Wind- 
sor again on Saturday for a day or two, but I will leave 
this behind to be sent to the post 

August 21. I had wrote thus far, and was faced to 
leave off, being hurried away to Wiwteor by my lord 
treasurer, from whence I returned but last night* IBs 
lordship gave me a paper, which he said he had promis- 
ed me. I put it in my pocket, thinking it warn about 
something else we had been talking over; and I neveic 
looked into it until just now, when I find it to be my 
lord primate's letter to his lordship, with an enclosed one 
from the bishops. With submission, I take it to he dry. 
enough, although I shall not tell his lordship so. They 
say, " they are informed his lordship had a great part 
in," &c. I think they should either have told who it 
was informed them so, since it was a person commission- 
ed by themselves : or, at least, have said they were as- 
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mred. And as for those words, a great part, I know no- 
body else had any, except the queen herself. I cannot 
tell whether my lord ha- writ an answer, having said do* 
thing to him of it since he gave me the letters ; nor shall 
I desire to see it. 

As to the convocation, I remember both my lord trea- 
surer and Mr. St. John spoke to me about the matter, 
and were of the same opinion with your grace, that it 
was wholly in the queen's choice. I excused giving my 
opinion, being wholly uninformed; and I have heard 
nothing of it «nce. 

My lord keeper gave me yesterday a bundle of Irish 
votes at Windsor, and we talked a good deal about tie 
quarrel between the lords and commons : I said the fault 
lay in not dissolving the pailiament ; which I had men- 
tioned to the Duke of Ormond, and often to some of 
those who were thought to have most credit with him. 
But they seemed to believe, as I did, that any Irish par- 
liament would yield to any thing that any chief gover- 
jior pleased; and so it would be a needless trouble. 

We reckon for certain, that Mr. Hill with Us fleet fe 
gone to Quebec. 

Mrs. Masham is every minute expecting to lie in. 
Pray God preserve her life, which is of great import- 
ance. I am, with the greatest respect, my lord, 

Your grace's most dutiful and most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 

The queen has got a light fit of the gout The privy 
seal is not yet disposed of. 
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TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

MY LORD, Aug. 20, 1711. 

Perhaps tou will be content to know some circura- 
stances of affaire here.* The Duke of Somerset usually 
leaves Windsor on Saturday, when the ministers go down 
thither, and returns not until they are gone. On Sun- 
day sevennight, contrary to custom, he was at Windsor, 
and a cabinet council was to be held at night; but, after 
waiting a long time, word was brought out, that there 
would be no cabinet. Next day it was held, and then 
the duke went to a horse-race about three miles off. 
This began to be whispered ; and at my return to town 
they had got it in the city ; but not the reason ; which 
was, that Mr. Secretary St. John refused to sit if the 
duke was there. Last Sunday the duke was there 
again, but did not offer to come to the cabinet, which 
was held without him. I hear the duke was advised by 
his friends of the other party to take this step. The se- 
cretary said to some of his acquaintance, that he would 
not sit with a man who had so> often betrayed them, dec 
You know the Duchess of Somerset is a great favourite, 
and has got the Duchess of Marlborough's key. She is 
insinuating, and a woman of intrigue ; and will, I be- 
lieve, do what ill offices she can to the secretary. They 
would have hindered her coming in ; but the queen said, 
" if it were so that she could not have what servants she 
liked, she did not find how her condition was mended." 
I take the safety of the present ministry to consist in the 
agreement of three great men, lord keeper, lord treasu- 
rer, and Mr. Secretary ; and so I have often told them 
together between jest and earnest, and two of them sepa- 

* See Journal to Stella, August 13, 1711. I*- 
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rately, with more seriousness. And I thiuk they en- 
tirely love one another, as their differences are not of 
▼eight to break their union. They vary a little about 
their notions of a certain general.* I will not say more 
at this distance. I do not see well bow they can be 
without the secretary, who has very great abilities both 
far the cabinet and parliament The tones in the city 
are a little discontented, that no farther changes are 
made in employments, of which I cannot learn the se- 
cret, although I have heard several, and from such who 
might tell the true one if they would : one is, that lord 
treasurer professes he is at a loss to find persons qualified 
for several places: another (which is less believed) that 
the queen interposes : a third, that it is a trimming dis- 
position. I am apt to think that he finds the call for 
employments greater than he can answer, if there were 
five times as many to dispose of; and I know particu- 
larly that he dislikes very much the notion of people, 
that every one is to be turned out. The treasurer is 
much the greatest minister I ever knew ; regular in life* 
with a true sense of religion, an excellent scholar, and a 
good divine, of a very mild aud affable disposition, in- 
trepid in lib notions, and indefatigable in business, an ut- 
ter despiser of money for himself, yet frugal (perhaps to 
an extremity) for the public In private company, he 
is wholly disengaged, and very facetious, like one who 
has no business at all. lie never wants a reserve upon 
any emergency, which would appear desperate to others ; 
and makes little use of those thousand projectors and 
schematise who are daily plying him with their visions, 
but to be thoroughly convinced, by the comparison, that 
hb owu notions are the best. I am, my lord, with the 

greatest rcbpect, 

Your grace's most obedient, «fcc 

* The Duke of Marlborough. N. 

VOL. XV. I 
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FROM ARCHBISHOP KING. 

bbvterend sir, Swords, Sept. 1, 171 1. 

I hays before mc your's of the 15th and 21st, for 
which I return you my hearty thanks. I perceive you 
have the votes of our commons here, and I suppose the 
address of the lords, that gave occasion to them. I must 
let you know that I was very positive against the clause 
that provoked them, and kept the house in debate about 
it at least an hour, and spoke so often, that I was 
ashamed of myself; yet there were but three negatives 
to it. I used several arguments against the lords, con- 
curring with their committee, and foretold all that has 
happened upon it. Upon which I was much out of fa- 
vour with the house for some time ; and industry has 
been used, as I was informed, to persuade my lord duke 
that what I did was in opposition to his interest : but 
when I had the opportunity to discourse his grace last, 
he was of another opinion. And in truth, my regard to 
his grace's interest was the principal reason of opposing 
a clause, that I foresaw might embarrass his business 
here. 

There happened another affair relating to one Lang- 
ton, of whom I formerly gave you some account. The 
commons found him on the establishment for a small pen- 
sion ; and having an ill notion of him and his informa- 
tions, they took this occasion to examine his merits. la 
order to which, they sent up a message to the lords, to 
desire leave of Judge Coste, who had taken his exami- 
nations, and those of bis witnesses, to come down, and in- 
form the committee : and this seemed the more necessa- 
ry, because the examinations taken by the council were 
burned : but the lords refused to let the judge go down, 
as deshed, and passed a vote to rake the examination of 



DOCTOR SWIFT. 117 

the matter into their hands. This, I foresaw, might 
prove another bone of contention, and did oppose it, but 
\fith the same success as the former. Laugton pleaded 
privilege, as chaplain to the bishop of Ossory, and re- 
fused to appear before the commons : on which they 
passed the angry resolves you will find iu their votes. 
The examination of this matter has employed much of 
the lord's time to very little purpose. My opposing thig 
was made an objection against me by some, that wish 
now my advice had been taken. 

The business of the city of Dublin, of which I gave 
you an account formerly, embroils us very much. We 
have at the council rejected four mayors aud eight she- 
riffs, all regularly elected by the city ; some of them the 
best citizens in the town, and mucli in the interest of the 
government. We begin to be sick of it, and I am afraid, 
that it may beget ill blood, and come into parliament 
here. We have rejected the elected magistrates in four 
other corporations, which adds to the noise. I own there 
were good reasons for rejecting some of them : but I can- 
not say the same for Dublin. I wish this may not prove 
uneasy to us. 

There was a motion made at the sessions for the comi- 
ty of Dublin, at Kilmainham, for an address of thanks to 
Iter majesty for sending his grace the Duke of Ormoud 
to be our chief governor. Nine of the justices, that is, 
all that were then present, agreed to it, and an address 
was ordered to be drawn, which was brought next morn- 
ing into court, and then there were above a score, that 
seemed to have come on purpose, and promised, that it 
should be rejected by a majority $ for this reason only, 
that it would entail a necessity on them to address in fa- 
vour of every new lord lieutenant, or disoblige him. 
For which reason it was rejected also in my Lord Whar- 
ton's time. This no ways concerns his grace himself. 
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but in my opinion, ought to lessen the esteem of some 
person's management, that attempt things, which would be 
better let alone, where they cannot be carried without 
opposition. 

The house of commons seem to have received ill im- 
pressions of some. They reckon my lord duke's advi- 
sers, as if they were secretly his enemies, and designed 
to betray him. They generally seem persuaded, that 
his grace is a sincere honest man, and most in the inte- 
rest of the kiugdom of any chief governor they can 
ever expect ; and that therefore they ought to support 
him to the utmost of their power, and declare, that the 
quarrels his enemies raise, shall not hinder them from 
doing whatever he shall reasonably desire from them, 
or her majesty's service require; and as an instance 
of their sincerity in this, they have granted funds for 
two years from Christmas last ; whereas at first they 
intended only two years from the preceding 24th of 
June. 

I have been preaching a doctrine that seems strange 
to some : it is, that her majesty, and the ministry, will 
be inclined to employ such as may be a help and sup- 
port to their interest, and not a clog. I mean, that 
these subalterns should, by their prudence and dexteri- 
ty, be able to remove any misunderstandings that may 
be between the government and the people, and help to 
beget in them a good notion of the ministry ; and, by all 
means, avoid such things as may embarrass or beget 
jealousies ; so that the burden or odium may not fall on 
the ministry, where any harsh things happen to be done : 
that it seems to me to be the duty of those in posts, to 
avoid unnecessary disputes, and not to expect that the 
ministry will interpose to extricate them, when they, 
w ithout necessity, have involved themselves. But some 
are of a different opinion, and seem to think, that they 
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have no more to do when they meet with difficulties, 
perhaps of their own creating, thao to call in the minis- 
try, and desire them to decide the matter by power : a 
method that I do not approve, nor has it succeeded well 
with former governors here : witness Lord Sydney, and 
Lord Wharton, in the case of the convocation. 

There really needs but one thing to quiet the people 
of Ireland, and it is to convince them, that there is no 
eye to the pretender. Great industry has been, and still 
is, used to bugbear them with that fear. I believe it is 
over with you; but it will require time and prudent 
methods to quiet the people here, that have been pos- 
sessed for twenty-two years with a continual apprehen- 
sion, that he is at the door, and that a certain kind of 
people designed to bring him in. The circumstances of 
this kingdom, from what they saw and felt under King 
James, make the dread of him much greater than it can 
be with you. 

As to our convocation, a letter came from her majesty 
to give us license to act ; but it nowise pleased some 
people, and so it was sent back to be modelled to their 
mind, but returned again without alteration. It came 
not to us till the day the parliament adjourned. I was 
at that time obliged to attend the council, there being a 
bearing of the quakers against a bill for recovering 
tithes. In my absence they adjourned, till the meeting 
of the parliament, without so much as voting thanks 
or appointing a committee. The things that displeased 
some in the license were, first, that my lord primate was 
uot the sole president, so as to appoint whom he pleased 
to act in his absence. The second was, the considera- 
tion of proper methods to convert the natives, agaiust 
which some have set themselves with all their might. 
The third is what concerns pluralities, and resideuce, 
which some have not patience to hear of. The lower 
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bouse seem to have the matter more at heart ; for thty 
have appointed committees during- the recess, and are 
doing something. 

I cannot but admire, that you should be at a loss to 
find what is the matter with those, that would neither 
allow you, bot any one else, to get any thing for the ser- 
vice of the church, or the public It is, with submis- 
sion, the silliest query I ever found made by Dr. Swift. 
You know there are some, that would assume to them- 
selves to be the only churchmen and managers, and can- 
not endure that any thing should be -done but by them- 
selves, and in their own way; and had rather that all 
good things proposed should miscarry, than he thought 
to come from other hands than their own : whose busi- 
ness is to lessen every body else, and obstruct whatever 
Is attempted, though of the greatest advantage to church 
and state, if K be not from their own party. And yet, 
so far as I have hitherto observed, I do not remember 
any instabce of their proposing, much less prosecuting 
with success, any thing for the public good. They seem 
to have a much better hand at obstructing others, and 
embarrassing affair*, than at proposing or prosecuting 
any good design. 

These seem as uneasy that more alterations are not 
made here, as those you mention are with you. The 
reason is very plain, they would fain get into employ- 
ments, which cannot be without removes; but I have 
often observed, that none are more eager for posts, than 
such as arc least fit for them. I do not see bow a new 
parliament would much mend things here; for there is 
little choice of men : perhaps it might be for the worse, 
rebus sic stantibus ; though I always thought the honest 
part, is to allow the people to speak their sense on the 
change of affairs by new representatives. I do not find, 
that those that have embarrassed the present, designed a 
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new one ; but they thought the commons so passive, 
that they might carry what they pleased, whatever their 
design might be. If they prosecute the present mea- 
sures, I believe they will make new ones necessary, 
when there shall be occasion to have a new session. 

.1 pray most heartily for her majesty, and her minis- 
ters; and am inclined to believe, that it is one of the most 
difficult parts of their present circumstances, to find 
proper instruments to execute their good intentions, not- 
withstanding the great crowds that offer themselves; 
particularly, my lord treasurer's welfare is at heart with 
all good men ; 1 am sure, with none more than, rever- 
end sir, &c. 

WILL. DUBLIN. 



FROM THE SAME. 

REVERTKD SIR, Swords 9 Sept 1, 1711. 

I cot a little retirement here, and made use of it, to 
write you by the present packet.* I promised to say 
something as to your own affairs ; and the first thing is, 
Bot to neglect yourself on this occasion, but to make use 
of the favour and interest you have at present to pro- 
cure you some preferment that may be called a settle- 
ment. Years come on, and after a certain age, if a 
nan be not in a station that may be a step to a better, 
he seldom goes higher. It is with men a3 with beauties, 
if they pass the flower, they grow stale, and lie for ever 
neglected. I know you are not ambitious; but it is 
prudence, not ambition, to get into a station, that may 
make a man easy, and prevent contempt when he gnws 

*■ This is the same date as that of the preceding. N. 
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in years. You certainly may now have an opportuni- 
ty to provide for yourself, and I entreat you not to ne- 
glect it. 

The second thing that I would desire you to consider 
is, that God has given you parts and learning, and a 
happy turn of miud ; and that you are answerable for 
those talents to God : and therefore I advise you, and 
believe it to be your duty, to set yourself to some serious 
and useful subject in your profession, and to manage it 
so, that it may be of use to the world. I am persuaded 
that if you will apply yourself this way, you are well 
able to do it ; and that your knowledge of the world, 
and reading, will enable you to furnish such a piece, 
with such uncommon remarks, as will render it both pro- 
fitable and agreeable, above most things that pass the 
press. Say not, that most subjects in divinity are ex* 
hausted ; for if you look into Dr. Wilkins's Heads of 
Matters, which you will find in his " Gift of Preaching," 
you will be surprised to find so many necessary and 
useful heads, that no authors have meddled with. There 
are some common themes, that have employed multitudes 
of authors ; but the most curious and difficult art in 8 
manner untouched, and a good genius will not fail to 
produce someting new and surprising on the most trite, 
much more on those that others have avoided, merely 
because they were above their parts. 

Assure yourself, that your interest, as well as duty, 
requires this from you ; and you will find, that it will 
answer some objections against you, if you thus show the 
world that you have patience and comprehension of 
thought, to go through with such a subject of weight 
and learning. 

You will pardon me this freedom, which I assure you 
proceeds from a sincere kindness, and true value that I 
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have for you. I will add oo more, but my hearty 
prayers for you, I am, Dr. Swift, 

Your'a, 

WILL. DUBLIN. 



TO DR. FRANCIS ATTERBURY, DEAN OF 

CHRIST CHURCH. 

sir, Sept. 1, 1711. 

T congratulate with the college, the university, 
and the kingdom, and condole with myself, upon your 
new dignity.* The virtue I would affect by putting 
my own interests out of the caae has failed roe in this 
juncture. I only consider that I shall want your con- 
venation, your friendship, your protection, and your 
good offices, when I can least spare them.f I would 

* The Deanery of Christ Church, to which Dr. Atterbury war 
promoted from that of Carlisle. N. 

f As the intimacy between these two great men had not then been ■ 
of long standing, it may be amusing to trace its rise and progress' 
About four months before the date of this letter, Swift had taken 
lodgings at Chelsea. " I got here," says he, " with Patrick and my 
portmantua, for sixpence, and pay six shillings a week for one silly 
room, with confounded coarse sheets. I lodge just over against Dr. 
Alterbury's house : and yet perhaps 1 shall not like the place the - 
better for that" journal to Stella, April 26, 1711. "Mr. Harley 
excused his coming and Atterbury was not there [at the Westminister - 
dinner ; J and I cared not for the rest" May I. •* I have just now 
a compliment from Dean Atterbury's lady, to command the garden • 
and library, and whatever the house aflbrdi ; but the dean, is in town ■ 
with his convocation." Ibid.— 14 I sent over to Mrs. Atterbury, to • 
know whether I might wait on her, but she is gone a visiting ; we 
have exchanged some compliments ; but I have not seen her yet." ' 
May 2.— u I did not go to town to-day, it was so terrible- rainy; norv 
have 1 stirred out of my room till eight this evening ; when I crossed ' 
the way, to see Mrs. Atterbury, and thank Her for her civilities. 
0oe would needs acod OK tone veal and saiU tar and ale to-day. at 

I 2 
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have come tmong the crowd of those who make you, 
compliments on this occasion, if I could have brought a 



dinner." May &— '• Dr. Freind came this morning to visit Atter- 
bury's lady and children, af physician ; and penomded me to go to 
town in hi* chariot." May 9.—" Since I came home, I have been 
sitting with the prolocutor Dean Atterbury, who is my neighbour 
over the way, but generally keeps in town with his convocation." 
May 14.— u I dined with Mr. Prior to-day at his house, with Dean 
Atterbury and others." May 16.—*' I sat with Dean Atterbury till 
one o'clock, after I came home." May 18.— M I stayed at home till 
five o'clock, and dined with Dean Atterbury ; then went by water to 
Mr. Harley's, where the Saturday's club was met" May 19.— 
<* This is the first wet walk I have had in a month's time that I came 
here ; however, I got to bed, after a short visit to Atterbury." May 
St.— 4 * My lord (fts/ord) set me down at a eonee-house, when I 
waited for the Dean of Carlisle's chariot to bring me to Chelsea ; for 
ij has rained prodigiously all this afternoon. The dean did not eome 
himself; but sent me his chariot; which has cost me two shillings to 
the coachman ; and so I am got home ; and Lord knows what ii be- 
come of Patrick !" May 25.—" It was bloody hot walking to-day ; 
and I was so hay I dined where my new gown was, -at Mrs. Van- 
faomrigh*B, and came back like a fool, and the Dean of Carlisle has 
Bitten with me till eleven." May 2B.— u I am proposing to my lord 
tp erect a society or academy for correcting and settling our lan- 
guage ; that we may not perpetually be changing as we do. He en- 
ters mightily into it; so does the Dean of Carlisle." Jhne2L— "Dr. 
GastrtH and I dined by invitation with the Dean of Carlisle." June 
23.—" They still keep my neighbour Atterbury in suspense about the 
Deanery of Christ Church, which has been above six months vacant ; 
and he is heartily angry." June 26.—" This is the last night I He 
at Chelsea; and I got home early, and sat two hours with the dean 
and ate victuals, having had a very scurvy dinner." July 4.—** This 
day I left Chelsea for good." July 5.—" I walked to Chelsea, and 
was there by nine this morning ; and the Dean of Carlisle and I 
sjrossed the water to Battersea, and went in his chariot to Greenwich, 
where we dined at Dr. Gastrell's, and passed the afternoon at Lewis- 
tan, at the Dean of Canterbury's; and there I saw Moll Stan- 
liope, who is grown monstrously tall, but not so handsome as former- 
ly. It is the first little rambling journey I have had this summer 
about London ; and they are the agreeablest pastimes one can have, 
in a friend's coach and good company." July 14.—" Dean Atterbu- 
ry sent to me, to dine with him at Chelsea ; I refused his coach, and 
walked ; and am come back by seven." July 19.— w The Dean of 
Carlisle, sat with me to-day till three." Aug. 21.—" I walked to-day 
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clieerful countenance with me. I am full of envy. It 
ii too much, In so bad an age, for a person so inclined, 
and so able to do good, to have so great a scene of 
showing his inclinations and abilities. 

If great ministers take up this exploded custom of re- 
warding merit, I most retire to Ireland, and wait for 
better times. The college and you ought to pray for 
another change at court, otherwise I can easily foretell 
that their joy and your quiet will be short. Let me 
advise you to place your books in moveable cases : lay 
in no great stock of wine, nor make any great alterations 
in your lodgings at Christ Church, unless you are sure 
they are such as your successor will approve and pay 
for. I am afraid the poor college little thinks of this, 
" Qui nunc te JruUur credulus aurcd." 

I am going to Windsor with Mr. Secretary ;* and 
hope to wait on you either at Bridewellf or Chelsea.J 

to Chelsea, and dined with the Dean of Carlisle, who is laid op with 
the gout It is now fired, that he is to be Dean of Christ Church in 
Oxford. I was advising him to use bis interest to prevent any misun- 
derstanding between oar ministers; but he is too wise to meddle 
though he fears the thing and the consequences as much as I. lie 
will get into his own quiet deanery, and leave them to themselves ; 
and he is in the right** Aug. 28.—" To night at six, Dr. Atterbury, 
and Prior, and I, and Dr. Freind, met at Dr. Freind's house at West- 
minster, who is master of the school : there we sat till one, and were 
good enough company. Feb. 1, 1711-12. — u I visited the secretary, 
and then walked to Chelsea, to dine with the Dean of Christ Church, 
who was engaged to Lord Orrery, with some other Christ Church 
men. He made me go with him, whether I would or no ; for 
they have this long time admitted me a Christ Church man. 1 * March 
13, 1712.— u I walked this morning to Chelsea, to see Dr. Atterbury, 
Dean of Christ Church ; 1 had basinets with him, about entering Mr. 
Fitimaurice, Lord Kerry's eon, into his college.** Feb. 24, 1712-13. 
X. 

* Mr. St. John. See in the Journal to 8tella, Sept. 1, 1711, a par- 
ticular account of Swift's manner of passing that day. N. 

f Where Dr. Atterbury resided as preacher. N. 

( Sec Mr. Lyson's Environs of London, vol. ii, p. 19& N. 

f 3 
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I am, with great respect, and esteem, sir, your most obe* 
dient and most obliged humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

Mir lord, " Windsor Castle > October 1, 1711. 

I had the honour of a long letter from your grace 
about a month ago, which I forebore acknowledging 
sooner, because I have been ever since perpetually 
tossed between this and London, and partly because 
there had nothing happened that might make a letter 
worthy the perusal. It is the opinion of some great 
persons here, that the words which the house of com- 
mons took amiss in your address, might very well bear 
an application that concerned only my Lord Wharton. 
I find they are against my opinion, that a new parlia- 
ment should have been called ; but all agree it must now 
be dissolved : but, in short, we are so extremely busy 
here, that nothing of Ireland is talked on above a day 
or two ; that of the city electiou I have oftenest heard 
of; and the proceeding of your court in it, it is thought, 
might have been wiser. I find your grace seems to be 
of my opinion, and so I told my lord treasurer. I think 
your Kilmainham project of an address was a very fool- 
ish one, and that for the reason of those who were against 
it. I hope Ireland will food be equally convinced with 
us here, that, if the pretender be in any body's thought*, 
it is of those they least dream, and who now are in no 
condition of doing mischief to any but themselves. As 
for your convocation, I believe every thing there will 
terminate in good wishes. You can do nothing now, 
tad will not meet again these two years ; and then, Isup- 
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pose, only to give money, and away. There should, 
nethinks, in the interval, be some proposals considered 
and agreed upon by the bishops and principal men of 
the clergy, to have all ready against the next meeting; 
and even that I despair of, for a thousand reasons too 
tedious to mention. 

My admiring at the odd proceedings of those among 
the bishops aud clergy who are angry with me for getting 
their first-fruits, was but a form of speech. I cannot 
sincerely wonder at any proceedings in numbers of men, 
and especially (I must venture to say so) in Ireland. 
Meantime, it is a good jest to 'hear my lord treasurer 
saying often, before a deal of company, " that it was I 
that got the clergy of Ireland their first-fruits ;" and 
generally with this addition, " that it was before the 
Duke of Ormoud was declared lord lieutenant. 9 ' His 
lordship has long designed an answer to the letter he re- 
ceived from the bishops ; he has told roe ten times, " he 
would do it to-morrow." He goes to London this day, 
but I continue here for a week. I shall refresh his me- 
mory, and engage my Lord Harley, his son, to do so too. 

I suppose your grace cannot but hear in general of 
some steps that are making toward a peace. There came 
out some time ago an account of Mr. Prior's journey 
to France, pretended to be a translation ; it is a pure in- 
vention, from the beginning to the end. I will let your 
grace into the secret of it The clamours of a party 
against any peace without Spain, and railing at the 
ministry, as if they designed to ruin us, occasioned that 
production, out of indiguity and contempt, by way of 
furnishing fools with something to talk of; and it has 
had a very great effect. Mean time, your grace may 
count that a peace is going forward very fast. Mr. 
Prior was actually in France ; and there are now two 
ministers from that court in London, which you may be 
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pretty sure o£ if you believe what I tell you, thai I 
supped with them myself in the house where I am now 
writing, Saturday test ; neither do I find it to be a very 
great secret ; for there were two gentlemen more with us 
beside the inviter. However, I desire your grace to 
say nothing of it, because it may look like lightness in 
me to tell it : Mr. Prior was with us too, but what their 
names are I cannot tell; for I believe those they passed 
by when I was there are not their real ones. All mat- 
ters are agreed between France and us, and very much 
to the advantage and honour of England ; but I believe, 
no farther steps will be taken without giving notice to 
the allies. I do not tell you one syllable, as coming from 
any great minister ; and therefore I do not betray them. 
But, there are other ways of picking out things in a 
court: however, I must desire you will not discover 
any of these little particulars, nor cite me upon any 
account at all ; for, great men may think I tell things 
from them, although I have them from other hands ; in 
which last case only, I venture to repeat them to one 
I can confide in, and one at so great a distance as your 
grace. 

I humbly thank your grace for the good opinion you 
are pleased to have of me ; and for your advice, which 
.seems to be wholly grounded on it. As to the first, 
which relates to my fortune, I shall never be able to 
make myself believed bow indifferent I am about it. 
I sometimes have the pleasure of making that of others; 
and I fear it is too great a pleasure to be a virtue, at 
least in me. Perhaps in Ireland, I may not be able to 
prevent contempt any other way thai* by making my 
fortune ; but then it is my comfort, that contempt in 
Ireland will be lio sort of mortification to me. When I 
was last in Ireland, I was above half the time retired to 
one scurvy acre of ground ; and I always left it with 
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regret. I am as well received and known at court, as 
perhaps any man ever was of my level ; I have formerly 
been the like. I left it then, and will perhaps leave it 
now (when they please to let me) without any concern, 
bat what a few months will remove. It is my maxim 
to leave great ministers to do as they please ; and if I 
cannot distinguish myself enough by being useful in 
such a way as becomes a man of conscience and honour, 
I can do no more ; for I never will solicit for myself 
although I often do for others. 

The other part of your grace's advice, to be some 
way useful to the church and the public by any talent 
you are pleased to think I possess, is the only thing for 
which I should desire some settlement that would make 
me lull master of my time. I have often thought of 
some subjects, wherein I believe I might succeed : but, 
my lord, to ask a man floating at sea what he designed 
to do when he goes on shore, is too hasty a question : let 
biro get there first, and rest and dry himself, and then 
look about him. I have been pretty well known to 
several great men in my life ; and it was their duty, if 
they thought I might have been of use, to put me into a 
capacity for it ; but I never yet knew one great man in 
my life, who was not every day swayed by other mo- 
tives in distributing his favours, whatever resolutions he 
had pretended to make to the contrary. I was saying 
a thing the other day to my lord keeper, which he ap- 
proved of, and which I believe may be the reason of 
this : it was, " that persons of transcendent merit forced 
their way in spite of all obstacles ; but those whose merit 
was of a second, third, or fourth rate, were seldom able 
to do any thing, because the knaves and dunces of the 
world had all the impudence, assiduity, flattery, and 
servile compliance divided among them, which kept 
them perpetually in the way, and engaged every bo<»y 
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to be their solicitors." I was asking a great minister, a 
month ago, " how he could possibly happen to pick out 
a certain person to employ in a commission of discover- 
ing abuses, who was the most notorious for the constant 
practice of the greatest abuses in that very kind, and 
was very well known not to be at all reformed ?" He 
said, " he knew all this ; but what would I have him to 
do ?" I answered, " send any one of your footmeu, and 
commaud him to choose out the first likely genteel fellow 
he sees in the streets; for such a one might possibly be 
honest, but he was sure the other was not, and yet they 
have employed him." 

I promise your grace that this shall be the last sally 
I shall ever make to a court, and that T will return as 
soon as I can have leave. I have no great pleasure in 
my present manner of living, often involved in things 
that perplex me very much, and which try my patience 
to the utmost ; teased every day by solicitors, who have 
so little sense as to think I have either credit or inclina- 
tion to be theirs, although they see I am able to get no- 
thing for myself. But I find I am grown very tedious, 
and therefore conclude, with the greatest respect, my 
lord, &c. 



FROM ARCHBISHOP KING. 

XBVEHend sir, Dublin, Oct. 27, 1711. 

I have before me your's of the first instant, but have 
been so employed with attending parliament, convoca- 
tion, and privy council, that I could neither compose my 
thoughts to write, nor find time. Besides, our businejB 
is all in a hurry ; and I may say in fine, that things ad- 
nit of do perfect account. On Wednesday the con 



DOCTOR SWIFT- 201 

Mill, which the commons seemed to value most, iras 
thrown out; because it reserved a power to the lord 
lieutenant and council here, to prohibit or permit the 
transportation of grain at any time. There was a de- 
sign to fell on the privy couucil upon this occasion ; but 
gentlemen would not come into it ; which showed they 
had some wit in their anger. And I am still of opinion, 
that, with tolerable good management, this would have 
been as quiet a session as has been in Ireland : but the 
Dublin business, the address of the lords, Langton's af- 
fair,* and now Higgin's,f have exasperated the commons 
to such a height, that will, as you observe, make this 
parliament to be impracticable any longer. It is true, 
the lords' address might have been interpreted to aim at 
Lord Wharton, and was partly so intended : but it was 
ill expressed to bear that sense ; and besides, what did 
it signify for us to show our resentment, when it could 
only provoke a great man to revenge, and could not 
reach him ? 

As to the first-fruits, and twentieth parts, no body 
here dare say, that any body, beside the Duke of Or- 
mond, procured them, but his grace himself; who, for 
aught t can learn, never assumed, either publicly or 
privately, any such merit to himself: and yet, I confess, 
it is not amiss, that it should be thought he did those 
things. For be could not think of governing the king- 

* Dominic LaDgton, clerk, formerly a friar, had accused Lewif 
Mean, Esq. and other prote*Hnt gentlemen of the county of Wert 
Meath, of entering into an association n^im-t the queen and her mi- 
nistry; upon which the house of commons in Ireland, on the sixth of 
AiigiiF* 9 171 1, voted several strong resolutions against the said Lang- 
too, declaring his charge agaiu c t Mr. M<".:s, &c. to he false, ground. 
les% and malicious ; and resolved, that i.n address should he present- 
ed to the lord lieutenant, the Duke of Orraomi, to desire, tb.-.t her 
najeaty would order the said Langton to be struck off the establish- 
ment of Ireland. B. 

1 See before, Dec. 16. 1710. N. 
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dom, if it be not believed, that he has great interest ar 
court ; and if that did not appear by some favours of 
moment obtained for the kingdom, none would suppose 
it. He is truly a modest, generous, and honest man ; 
and assure yourself, that whatever disturbance he has 
met with, proceeds from his sticking too close to his 
friends. It is a pity, such a fault should hurt a man. I 
send you, enclosed, the papers that relate to Mr. Hig- 
gins. Lord San try was heard against him, before the 
lord lieutenant and council, October 27 : he was allow- 
ed only to prove the articles in his petition, that arc 
marked with P, and he seemed to prove them pretty 
fully ; but Mr. Higgins not having yet made his defence, 
I can give no judgment. By the testimony of the lower 
house of convocation, in bis favour, you will see how 
heartily they espouse him. And surely both pains and 
art have been used to screen him : with what effect you 
shall hear when the matter is concluded. I wish every 
good man may meet with as good and as fast friends as 
be has done. I seud you likewise the votes, that kept 
the commons in debate, from eleven in the morning till 
seven at night. The question was carried in the nega- 
tive, by two accidents : the going out of one member, by 
chance, to speak to somebody at the putting the ques- 
tion ; and the coming in of another, in his boots, at the 
very minute. If either had not happened, it had gone 
the other way. The personal affection to the Duke of 
Ormond divided the house. If they could have sepa- 
rated him from some others, the majority had been great 
You may easily, from this, see what way the bent of the 
kingdom goes ; and that garbling corporations no way- 
please them. * 

We have several printed accounts of preliminaries of 
the peace ; but I believe them all amusements ; for, I 
imagine none of the common scribblers know any thing 
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of them at all. I pray God they may be such as may se- 
cure us from a new war; though, I believe the death of 
the emperor makes a lasting peace much more difficult 
than before. That depends on a balance, and to that 
three things seem so necessary, that any two may stop 
the third ; but now all is reduced to two. I reckon, as 
soon as the peace is settled, the dauphin will be taken 
out of the way, and then France and Spain will fall into 
one hand : a surmise I have bad in mind even since 
Philip got Spain ; and I was of opinion, that if we could 
have been secured against this accident, there had beea 
no need of a war at all. 

As to the convocation, I told you formerly bow we 
lost all the time of a recess, by a precipitate adjournment 
made by five bishops, when the archbishop of Tuam, 
and as many of us as were of the privy council, were 
absent, attending at the board, upon a hearing of the 
quakers against the bill for recovery of tithes. Siuoe 
the meeting of the parliament, after the recess, we have 
attended pretty closely, have drawn up and agreed to 
six or seven canons, and have drawn up a representa- 
tion of the state of religion, as to infidelity, heresy, im- 
piety, and popery. We have gone through likewise, 
and agreed to, a great part of this ; but 1 doubt we shall 
not be able to finish it We have also before us the 
consideration of residence, and the means of converting 
papists. This last sent up from the lower house. But 
I reckon it not possible to finish these things this session* 
t -'"d not tell you, that my lord primate's indisposition 

<* great clog to despatch ; but be is resolved none else 
shall have the chair. So we dispense with many things, 
that otherwise 1 believe we should not We had only 
two church bills this time ; one for unions, which was 
ihrown out in our house; and another for recovery of 
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tithes, which I understand will be thrown out by the 
commons. Our session draws near an end, and every 
body is tired of it. 

WILL. BUBUlft 



FROM THE SAME. 

Oct. 31, 1711. 

To day we had another hearing at council, concern* 
ing Mr. Iliggius's business. Some of his witnesses were 
examined. So far as we have yet heard, it does not 
appear to me, that they have cleared him of tampering 
with witnesses, shifting recognizances, or compounding 
felonies ; but, it is said, these things are common in the 
country ; and perhaps that will save him. And I know 
not how far his other witnesses, that are yet to be ex- 
amined, may clear him. The hearing lasted above three 
liours. I was unwilling to make this packet too large, 
so I have enclosed the other prints in another. I want 
some affidavits of gentlemen, in which they depose Mr. 
Higgins's case to contain many falsehoods. 

I am, &c 

WILL. DUBLIN. 



FROM THE SAME. ^ the 

reverend sir, Dublin, Nov. J, 1711. 

I have considered, that part of your letter that re- 
lates to your own concerns. I find you, in earnest, very 
indifferent as to making your fortune ; but you ought 
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not to be bo, for a weighty reason you insinuate your* 
self, that you cannot, without a settlement, be master of 
your time in such manner, as to apply yourself to do 
something that may be useful to the church. I know it 
Is not in your power to do it when you please ; but yet 
something may be done toward it Get but a letter to 
the government, from my lord treasurer, for the first 
good preferment ; and you will, at the same time, fill it 
with a good man, and perhaps prevent a bad one from 
getting into it Sure there is no immodesty in getting 
such a recommendation. Consider that years grow up- 
on you; and, after fifty, both body and mind decay. I 
have several things on the anvil, and near finished, that 
perhaps might be useful, if published : but the continual 
avocation by business, the impositions on me by iiopert* 
nent visits, and the uneasiness of writing, which grows 
more intolerable to me every day, I doubt, will prevent 
my going any farther. Therefore lose no time ; qui nan 
-est hodie, eras minus aptus erit. I am sure, you are able 
to do good service ; and give me leave to be importu* 
nate with you to go about it Caesar wrote his Com- 
mentaries under the hurry and fatigues of a general; and 
perhaps a man's spirit is never more awakened, nor his 
thoughts better, than in the intervals of a hurry of busi- 
ness. Read Erasmus's life, and you'll find it was almost 
a continual journey. You see how malicious some are 
toward you, in printing a parcel of trifles, falsely, as 
your works. This makes it necessary that you should 
shame those varlets, by something that may enlighten the 
world, which, I am sure your genius will reach, if you 
set yourself to it If I had the honour to have any cor- 
respondence with my lord treasurer, I would certainly 
complain of you to him, and get his lordship to join in 
this request, which, I persuade myself, he would readily 
do, if put in mind. I do not in the least fear that you 
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if ill be angry with me for this, since you cannot suspect 
my sincerity and kindness in it : and though I shall be 
angry with you, if you neglect yourself and interest, yet 
it shall go no farther, than to be a trouble to myself, but 
no abatement of the real friendship of 

Your's, &c. 

WILL. DUBLIN. 



FROM THE SAME. 

XvEVErend sir, Dublin, Nov. 10, 1711. 

Perhaps it will not be ungrateful to you, to know 
our session of parliament ended on Friday last* We 
threw out in the house of lords, two bills ; that against 
fines iu the city of Dublin, and about quit-reuts; and 
Toted an address iu opposition to the commons' address, 
about revolution principles. We likewise burned Mr. 
Stougbton's sermon,* preached at Christ Church on the 
30th of January, some years ago. The house were 
pleased to vote me thanks for prosecuting him, which, 
you may remember, I did iu a difficult time, notwith- 
standing the opposition I had from the government, and 
his protection by Lord Ikerin, which he pleaded in 
court : and yet I followed him so close, that I forced 
him out of his living. After this, we burned Mr. 
Boyse's book of A Scriptural Bishop ;f and some Ob* 

* See before, Feb. 10, 1708-9; March 26, 1709. N. 

f It waa'printed in 4 to. at Dublin, under the title of, " The Office 
of a Christian Bishop described, and recommended from 1 Tim. ch. 
iii. ver. 1 ; an ordination sermon. With an appendix to it, and a 
postscript, containing an apology for the publication of it. 1 ' The ap- 
pendix and postscript were added to the second edition of the Sermon. 
The author wai an eminent dissenting minister at Dublin. B. 
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senrators.* Our address was brought in yesterday ; in 
which sure we are even with the commons. I forgot to 
tell you, we agreed to another address against dissenting 
ministers, and their twelve hundred poundsf/wr annum. 
The commons made au address to my lord lieutenant, in 
which they bring him in for revolution principles. 
" The Memorial of the Church of England"} was re- 
printed here, and dedicated to my lord lieutenant. This 
was brought into the house of commons, and I doubt, 
would not have escaped, if the usher of the black rod had 
not called them up to the prorogation. Langton's busi- 
ness came likewise into the house of lords, and when the 
house was full of ladies, an offer was made to receive 
the report of the committee, which contained many 
sheets of paper. A great debate happened upon it ; but 
at last it was waved, and ordered to be laid before the 
lord lieutenant. 

In short, we parted in very ill humour; and I appre- 
iiend that the minds of the generality are not easy. 
My lord Duke of Ormond, so far as I could take it, 
made a very modest and healing speech ; and his grace 

* Papers published under that title, by John Tutchin, Esq. who had 
been severely sentenced by Lord Chief Justice Jeffreys, in King 
James the second's reign. He wa«, at last, attacked in the night, for 
some offence which he had given by hi* writings, and died in conse- 
quence of the violence used toward him. Dr. Swift, in his Examiner, 
No. 15, Nov. 16, 1710, speaks of this writer, and of Daniel dc Foe, au- 
thor of " The Review of the State of the British Nation," as " Two 
stupid illiterate scribblers, both of them fanatics by profession." B. 
| This address was agreed to upon Nov. 9, 1711. The twelve hun- 
dred pounds per antrum was originally a bounty to those ministers 
from King Charles the second, confirmed by King William, and con- 
tinued by Queen Anne. B. 

t Published at first in 1705, 4to. under this tide, " The Memorial 
•f the Church of England, humbly offered to the consideration of all 
true Iiovers of our Church and Constitution."— This libel, upon its 
first publication, having been presented as such by the. grand jury of 
London and Middlesex, Aug. 31, 1795, was burnt by the common 
Jfrrogman. B. 
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seemed, in it, to be altogether disinterested in parties. 
All these you have in public ; and if you think it 
worth while, I will take care to send them as they are 
printed. 

As to our convocation, those who had loitered and 
done nothing before last week, pressed on the representa- 
tion of the state of religion, as to infidelity, heresy, im- 
piety, and popery ; it will in some time, be printed. I 
had many reasons, but insisted only on two; first, its 
imputing all vices to us, as if we were the worst of peo- 
ple in the world; not allowing any good among us. 
Secondly, not assigning it a cause of the natives con- 
tinuing papists, that no care was ever taken to preach to 
them in their own language, or translating the service 
into Irish. You will find the matter in Heylin's Re- 
formation, 2d Eliz. 1500, p. 128. I was forced to use 
art to procure this protest to be admitted, without which 
they would not have allowed mc to offer reasons, as I 
had cause to believe. 

Both the parliament and convocation have been so 
ordered, as to make us appeal the worst people in the 
world, disloyal to her majesty, and enemies to the church; 
and I suspect, with a design to make us appear unwor- 
thy to have any countenance or preferment in our na- 
tive couutry. When the representation is printed, I 
will, if you think it worth your while, send you my pro- 
test. We agreed likewise in some canons of no great 
moment, and some forms of prayer, and forms of receiv- 
ing papists, and sectaries; which, I think, are too strait 
I brought in a paper about residence ; but here was do 
time to consider it, nor that which related to the means 
of converting papists. I did not perceive any zeal that 
way. A great part of our representation relates to sec- 
taries ; an 1 many things, in the whole, seem to me not 
defensible. I told you before, how we lost six weeks*. 
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during the adjournment of the parliament; and since it 
sat, we could only meet in the afternoon, and I was fre- 
quently in council ; so that I was neither present when 
it was brought into the house, when it passed for the 
moat part, or was sent down in parcels, in foul rased pa- 
pers, that I could not well read, if I had an opportuni- 
ty ; and never heard it read through before it past. 

I believe most are agreed, that if my advice had been 
taken, this would have been the peaceablest session that 
ever was in Ireland ; whereas it has been one of the most 
boisterous. I believe it was his grace the Duke of Or- 
roond's interest to have it quiet ; but then the managers 9 
conduct has showed themselves to be necessary. I have 
wearied myself with this scroll, and perhaps you will be 
so likewise. I am, &c 

WILL. DUBLIN. 



FROM MR. SECRETARY ST. JOHN. 

Hampton Court, Nov. 16, 1711. 
I bbtubn you the sheet,* which is, I think, very cor* 
rect. Sunday morning I hope to see you. I am sin- 
cerely your heart}* friend and obedient servant, 

• H. ST. JOHN. 
I have a vile story to tell you of the moral philoso- 
pher Steele. 



r * Probably of " The Conduct of the AIKh," which was published 
Nor. 27, 1711. B. 



*OL. XT. 
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FROM THE SAME. 

BBA.B DOCTOR, Nw. 17, 1711. 

I ask pardon for my mistake,* and I send you the 
right paper. I am, in sickness and in health, ever your 
faithful friend, and obedient servant, 

H. ST. JOHN. 



FROM MRS. LONG.f 

Nov. 18, 1711. 
If you will again allow me the pleasure of hearing 
from you, without murmuring, I will let you enjoy that 
of laughing at me for any foolish word I misapply; for 
I know you are too reasonable to expect me to be nice- 
ly right in the matter; but then when you take a fancy 
to be angry, pray let me know it quietly, that I may 
clear my meanings, which are always far from offending 
my friends, however unhappy I may be in my expres- 
sions. Could I expect you to remember any part of my 
letters so long ago, I would ask you, that you should 
know where to find me when you had a mind to it : but 
I suppose you were in a romantic strain, and designed 
to have surprised me talking to myself in a wood, or by 
the sea. Focgive the dullness of my apprehension, and 
if telling you that J am at Lynnc will not do, I will 
print it, however iuconvenient it may yet be to me ; for 
I am not the better for the old lady's death, but am put 
ill hopes of being easy at Christmas ; however, I shall still 
continue to be Mrs. Smyth, near St. Nicholas's church, 

* Alluding to the preceding letter. N. 

t Thus indorsed by the doctor; " Poor Mr?. Long's last letter, 
written five weeks before she died. 1 ' J). 5. 
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in the town aforesaid ; so much for my affairs. JNow as 
to my health, that was much oat of order last summer; 
my distemper was a dropsy or asthma (you know what 
I mean, but I cannot spell it right) or both, lazy distem- 
pers, which I was too lazy to molest while they would 
let me sit in quiet ; but when they grew so unreasonable 
as not to let me do that, I applied myself to Dr. Inglis, 
by whose advice I am now well enough. To give you 
the best account I can of this place, the ladies will make 
any returns, if one may believe -what they say of one 
another; the men I know little of, for I am here, what 
you have often upbraided me with, a pnide in every 
thing but censuring my neighbours. A couple of di- 
vines, two aldermen, and a custom-house officer, are all 
my men acquaintance ; the gay part of the town I know 
nothing o( and although lor the honour of the place I 
will suppose there are good poets, yet that I never in- 
quired after. I hare a shelf pretty well filled at home, 
but want a Miscellany Mr. Steele put out last year; 
Miss Hessy promised it me, but has forgot it; I fancy 
you have interest enough with him to get it for me. I 
wish too at your leisure you would make a pedigree for 
me; the people here want sadly to know what I am; I 
pretend to nor more than being of George Smyth's fami- 
ly of Nitty, but do not talk much of it for fear of be- 
traying myself; so they fancy some mystery to be in the 
matter, and would give their rivals place to be satisfied. 
At first they thought I came hither to make my fortune, 
by catching up some of their young fellows ; but having 
avoided that sort of company, I am still a riddle they 
know not what to make of. Many of them seem to 
love me well enough ; for I hear all they say of one 
another without making mischief among them, and give 
them tea and coffee when I have it, which are the greatest 
charms I can boast of : the fine lady I have left to Moll 
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(who I suppose was at the Bath) or any other that will 
take it up ; for I am grown a good housewife ; I can pot 
and pickle, sir, and handle a needle very prettily ; see 
Miss Hessy's scarf, I think that is improving mightily. 
If Miss Hessy keeps company with the eldest Hatton, 
and is still a politician, she is not the girl I took her for; 
but to me she seems melancholy. Sure Mr. St. John is 
not so altered but he will make returns; but how can I 
pretend to judge of any thing, when my poor cousin is 
taken for an hermaphrodite ? a thing I as little suspect- 
ed her for as railing at any body ; I know so little cause 
for it, that I must be silent. I hear but little of what 
is done in the world, but should be glad the ministry did 
themselves the justice to distinguish men of merit: may 
I wish you joy of any preferment ? I shall do it hear- 
tily : but if you have got nothing, I am busy to as much 
purpose as you, although my employments are next to 
picking straws. Oh, but you are acquainted with my 
Lord Fitzharding, for which I rejoice with you, and am 
your most obedient servant, 

ANNE LONG. 



MR. SHOWER* TO THE LORD HIGH- 
TREASURER, OXFORD. 

my lord, London, Dec. 20, 1711. 

Though there be little reason to expect your lord* 
ship should interpose in favour of the dissenters, who 

* An eminent dissenting minister. He was born at Exetev in 1657, 
and officiated in the Old Jewry. He died June 28, 1715, after having 
published a great number of Sermons and other religious treatise*, 
which are enumerated in the Life prefixed to his Funeral SermoD v by 
TV. Tonz. Sir Bartholomew Shower was hit brother. B. 
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hare been so shamefully abandoned, sold, and sacrifi- 
ced by their professed friends; the attempt is however so 
glorious, in all its views, tendencies, and prospects, that, 
if it be not too late, I would most humbly beg your 
lordship not to be immoveable as to that matter. The 
fatal consequences of that bill cannot be expressed : I 
dread to think of some of them ; and shall as much re- 
joice with many thousands, if you may be instrumen- 
tal to prevent it. May Heaven direct you in this, 
and all your great affairs for the public good of your 
country! 

I am, my honoured lord, 

Tour most obedient servant, 
JOHN SHOWER. 



LORD OXFORD'S ANSWER TO MR. 

SHOWER* : 

REVEBENP SIR, Dec. 21, 1711. 

Had not a very painful distemper confined me, I had 
desired the favour of seeing you some time since ; and 
I should have spoken very plainly to you, as I shall 
whenever I see you. I have long foretold, that the dis- 
senters must be saved whether they will or not ; they 
resist even restraining grace ; and would almost con- 
vince me, that the notion of man's being a mechanism is 
true in every part. To see men moved as puppets, with 
rage for their interest, with envy acting against their 

* The answer was written by Dr. Swift, as appears not only from 
his handwriting, but particularly from a correction in the original 
draught. It appears also, by the Journal to Stella, that another an- 
gwer had been written by the Earl of Oxford, *' which his friend* 
would not let him send, but was a very good one." B. 
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own interest, having men's persons in admiration : not 
only those of their own body, who certainly are the first 
who pretended to consummate wisdom aud deep policy, 
yet have shown that they knew not the common affairs 
pf this nation, but are dwellers in thick clay. They 
are epicureans in act, puritans in profession, politicians 
in conceit, and a prey and laughingstock to the deists 
and synagogue of the libertines, in whom they have trust- 
ed, aud to whose infallibility they have sold themselves 
ancl their congregations. All they have done, or can 
do, shall never make me their enemy. I pity poor de- 
luded creatures, that have for seventeen years been act- 
ing against all their principles, and the liberty of this na- 
tion, without leaving so much salt as to keep the body 
of them sweet : for there has not been one good bill, dur- 
ing that term of years, which they have not opposed in 
the house of commons : contrary to the practice of those 
very few dissenters which were in the parliament in 
Kiug Charles the Second's time, who thereby united 
themselves to the country gentlemen, the advantage of 
which they found for many years after. But now they 
have listed themselves with those, who had first denied 
our Saviour, and now have sold them. 

I have written this only to show you, that I am ready 
to do every tiling that is practicable, to save people who 
are bargained for by their leaden, and given up by their 
ministers ; I say, their ministers ; because it is averred 
and represented, that the dissenting ministers have been 
consulted, and are consenting to this bill. By what lies 
and arts they are brought to this, I do not care to men- 
tion ; but, as to myself, the engineers of this bill thought 
they had obtained a great advantage against me, find- 
ing I had stopped it in the house of commons, they 
thought to bring me to a fatal dilemma, whether it did 
or did not pass. This would have no influence with me ; 
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for I will act what I think to be light, let there be tbe 
wont enemies in the world of one ride or other. I guess, 
by your letter, that you do not know that the bill yester> 
<fcy passed both houses, the lords having agreed to the 
«mendments made by the commons ; bo that there is no 
room to do any thing upon that head. 

What remains is, to desire that the dissenters may 
seriously think from whence they are fallen, and do their 
first works — and recover their reputation of sobriety, in- 
tegrity, and love of their ctantry, which is the sincere 
stud hearty prayer o£ 

Reverend sir, 

your most faithful and 
most humble servant, 

OXFORD. 



ON MRS. LONG'S DEATH.* 

**nt, London, Dec. 26, 1711. 

That you may not be surprised with a letter utterly 
unknown to you, I will tell you the occasion of it. The 
lady who lived near two years in your neighbourhood, 
and whom you wsb so kind to visit under the name of 
Mrs. Smyth, was Mrs. Anne Long, sister to Sir James 
Long, and niece of Col. Strangeways : she was of as 
good a private family as most in England, and had every 
valuable quality of body and mind that could make si 
lady loved and esteemed. Accordingly, she was always 
valued here above most of her sex, and by most distin- 
guished persons. But, by the unkindness of her friends 
and the generosity of her own nature, and depending 

* See the Decree for concluding the treaty .between Dr. Swift fid 
Mr?. Long, in 1709, in to]. IV. N. 
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upon the death of a very old grandmother, which did 
not happen till it was too late, contracted some debts 
that made her uneasy here, and in order to clear them 
was content to retire unknown to your town, where I 
fear her death has been hastened by melancholy, and 
perhaps the want of such assistance as she might have 
found here. J thought fit to signify this to you, partly 
to let you know how valuable a person you have lost, 
but chiefly to desire that you will please to bury her in 
some part of your church near a wall where a plain 
marble stone may be fixed, as a poor monument for one 
who deserved so well, and which, if God sends me life, 
I hope one day to place there, if no other of her friends 
will think fit to do it. I had the honour of an intimate 
acquaintance with her, and was never so sensibly touch- 
ed with any one's death as with hers. Neither did I 
'ever know a person of either sex with more virtues, or 
fewer infirmities ; the only one she had, which was the 
neglect of her own affairs, arising wholly from the good- 
ness of her temper. I write not this to you at all as a 
secret, but am content your town should know what an 
excellent person they have had among them. If you 
visited her any short time before her death, or knew any 
particulars about it, or of the state of her mind, or the 
nature of her disease, I beg you will be so obliging to in* 
form me; for the letter we have seen from her poor maid 
is so imperfect by her grief for the death of so good a 
lady, that it only tells the time of her death ; and your 
letter may, if you please, be directed to Dr. Swift, and 
put under a cover, which cover may be directed to 
Erasmus Lewis, Esq. at the Earl of Dartmouth's office, 
at Whitehall. I hope you will forgive this trouble for 
the occasion of it, and give some allowances to so great 
a loss, not only to me, but to all who have any regard 
for every perfection that human nature can. possess ; and 
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If any way I can serve or oblige you, I shall be glad of 
an opportunity of obeying your commands. 

I am, &c. 

J. SWIFT. 



TO DR. STERNE. 

'sir, London, Dec. 29, 1711. 

The reason I have not troubled you this long time 
with my letters, was, because I would not disturb the 
quiet you live in, and which the greatest and wisest men 
here would envy, if they knew ; and which it is one part 
of your happiness that they do not. I have, often sent 
the archbishop* political letters, of which I suppose you 
have had part. I have some weeks ago received a let- 
ter from his grace, which I design to acknowledge in a 
short time (as I desire you will please to tell him) when 
things here come to some issue ; and so we expect they 
will do in a little time. You know what an unexpected 
thing fell out the first day of this session in the house 
of lords, by the caprice, discontent, or some worse motive 
of the Earl of Nottingham.! 

In above twenty years, that I have known something 
of courts, I never observed so many odd, dark, unac- 
countable circumstances in any public affair. A ma- 
jority against the court, carried by five or six depending. 

• The Archbishop of Dublin, Dr. King. B. 

f The Earl of Nottingham proposed in the house of lords, a clause 
to be inserted in the address of thanks to the queen for her speech, to 
represent to her majesty, as the humble opinion and advice of the 
house, that no peace could be made safe or honourable to Great Bri- 
tain or Europe, if Spain or the West Indies were to be allowed to 
any branch of the house of Bourbon. Which motion was carried by 
* majority of sixty-one votes to fifty-five, B. 
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lords, irho owed the best part of their bread to pensions 
from the court, and who were told by the public enemy, 
that what they did would be pleasing to the queen, 
though it was openly levelled against the first minister's 
head : again, those, whose purse-strings and heartstrings 
were the same, all on a sudden scattering their money to 
bribe votes: a lord,* who had been so far always a tory, 
as often to be thought in the pretender's interest, giving 
his vote for the ruin of all his old friends, caressed by 
those whig?, who hated and abhorred him : the whigs alt 
chiming in with a bill against occasional conformity rt" 
and the very dissenting ministers agreeing to it, for 
reasons that no body alive can tell ;J a resolution of 
breaking the treaty of peace, without any possible 
scheme for continuing the war : and all this owing to a 
doubtfulness, or inconstancy in one certain quarter, 

• Earl of Nottingham. B. 

f One of the conditions upon which the Earl of Nottingham was 
said to have entered into strict engagements with the lords of the 
moderate party, was their concurrence with him in a bill to prevent 
occasional conformity, which he had formerly urged, and now de- 
signed to bring into the house of lords; though under another title, 
and with such clauses as would, in some measure, enlarge the tolera- 
tion of dissenters, and be a farther security to the protestant succes- 
sion in the house of commons. Accordingly, Dec. 15, 1711, his lord- 
ship brought into the house of lords " A bill for preserving the pro- 
testant religion, by better securing the church of England, as by law 
established; and for confirming the toleration granted to the pro- 
testant dissenters, by an act, intituled, * An act for exempting their 
majesties protestant subjects from tlie penalties of certain laws ; and 
for the supplying the defects thereof;' and for the farther securing 
the protestant succession,' by requiring the practisers of the law, in 
Korth Britain, to take the oaths, and subscribe the declaration 
therein mentioned." His lordship was supported by the Earls of 
Scarborough and Wharton, and several other lords; so that the bill 
was received, and read the first time without opposition ; and Dec 
18, it passed the house of lords ; ns it did that of the commons on the 
feKh. B. 

1 It is said the dissenters consented to be kept out, that the pvnfa& 
might not be let in. If. 
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which, at this distance, I dare not describe. Neither 
do I find any one person, though deepest in affair** 
who can tell what steps to take. On January the se- 
cond, the house of lords is to meet, and, it is expected, 
they wOl go on in their votes and addresses against a 



On the other side, we are endeavouring to get a ma- 
jority, and have called up two earls' sons to the house of 
peers ; and I thought six more would have been called, 
and perhaps they may before Wednesday. We expect 
the Duke of Somerset and Lord Cholmondeley will lose 
their places ; but it is not yet done, and we wish for one 
more change at court, which you must guess. To know 
upon what small circumstances, and by what degrees, this- 
change has been brought about, would require a great 
deal more than I can, or dare write. 

There is not one, which I did not give warning of to 
those chiefly concerned, many months ago ; and so did 
some others, for they were visible enough. This must 
infallibly end either in an entire change of measures 
and ministry, or in a firm establishment of our side. 
Delay, and tenderness to an inveterate party, have been 
very instrumental to this ill state of affairs. They tell 
me, you in Ireland are furious against a peace ; and it 
is a great jest to see people in Ireland furious for or 
against any thing. 

I hope to see you in spring, when travelling weather 
comes on. But I have a mind to see the issue of this 
session. I reckon your hands are now out of mortar, 
and that your garden is finished : and I suppose you 
have now one or two fifty pounds ready for books,* 

• Dr. Sterne made a large collection of boots, and placed them 
In the upper part of the Deanery-boose (then built by him) which he 
fttedup for this purpose in oae great room, with a fire-place at each* 
end. He enlarged this collection very much in the sohsequeot nart 

K 3 
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ifrhich I will lay out for you, if you will give me di- 
rections. 

I have increased my own little library very consider- 
ably; I mean, as far as one fifty pounds, which is very 
considerable for me. I have just had a letter from the 
St. Mary ladies, &c* I thought they were both dead ; 
but I find they sometimes drink your claret still, and 
win your money. I am, sir, your most obedient hum- 
ble servant, 

Tou know who. 

P. S. I had sealed my letter, but have broke it open, 
to tell you, and all that love the church and crown, 
that all things are now well. The queen has turned 
out the Duke of Somerset, and has created twelve 
uew lords, of which three are peers 9 eldest sons, the 
rest new created j so that a majority is past dispute. 
We are all in the greatest joy imaginable to find her 
majesty declare herself so seasonably. 

of his life, and when he died Bishop of Clogher, in Jane 1745, he be- 
queathed such books out of it, to the trustees of the public library in 
Dublin, founded by primate Marsh, as they wanted. The remainder 
he directed to be sold, and the money to be divided among the cu- 
rates of his diocese ; but as those gentlemen chose rather to have the 
books divided amongst them, their request was complied with by the 
bishop's executors; and all the books, being a great number, were 
divided into lots, as nearly equal as possible in value, and nailed up 
in boxes that were numbered. Duplicates of these numbers were 
written on pieces of paper, and the curates drew for them*. F 
•* Mrs. Johnson and Mrs. Dingley. B. * 
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TO ARCHBISHOP KING- 

anr lord, London, Jan. 8, 1711-12. 

I cannot in conscience take up your grace's time 
with an empty letter ; and it is not every day one can 
furnish what will be worth your reading. I had all 
your grace's packets ; and I humbly thank your grace 
for your good instructions to me, which I shall observe 
as soon as ever it shall please God to put me into a 
way of life where I can have leisure for such specu- 
lations. 

In above twenty years that I have known something 
of courts and ministers, I never saw so strange and odd 
a complicated disposition of affairs as what we have had 
for six weeks past. The facts your grace may have 
met with in every common newspaper ; but the springs 
of them are hardly discoverable even by those who had 
most opportunity of observing. Neither do I find those 
who should know best, agree upon the matter. There 
is a perpetual trial of skill between those who are out 
and those who are in ; and the former are generally 
more industrious at watching opportunities. Last Sep- 
tember, at Windsor, the Duke of Somerset,* who had 
not been at cabinet council for many months, was advised 
by his friends of the late ministry to appear there, but 
the rest refused to sit with him ; and the council was 
put off until next day, when the duke went to a horse- 
race. This was declaring open war; and ever since 
both he and his duchess (who is in great favour) have 
been using all sorts of means to break the present minis- 
try. Mrs. Masham was absent two months from Wiud- 

• ThU happened jtuguitl2» 1711. See Journal to Stella, Anpuft 
J3. N. 
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sor, with lying in at Kensington, and my lord treasurer 
six weeks by indisposition. Some time before the ses- 
sion, the duke above mentioned went to all those lords, 
who, by the narrowness of their fortunes, have depend- 
ed on the court, and engaged them to vote against the 
ministry, by assuring them it was the queen's pleasure* 
He is said to have added other powerful motives. 
Bothraar's* memorial was published just at that juncture, 
as Hoffman the emperor's resident had some time before 
printed the French king's propositions. It is confident- 
ly affirmed, by those who should know, that money was 
plentifully scattered. By these and some other acci- 
dents, the vote was carried against the ministry ; and 
every body of either party understood the thing as in- 
tended directly against my lord treasurer's head. The 
bouse of lords made a very short adjournment, and were 
preparing some resolutions and addresses of the most 
dangerous importance. We had a very melancholy 
Christmas, and the most fearless persons were shaken : 
for our great danger lay where I cannot tell your grace 
at this distance. The thing wished for was, the remov- 
al of the Somerset family ; but that could not be done, 
nor yet is. After some time, the queen declared herself 
as you have heard, and twelve new lords were created. 
My Lord Nottingham's game in this affair has been 
most talked of, and several hard things said of him are 
affirmed to be true. The dissenting ministers in this 
town were consulted about the occasional bill, and 
agreed to it, for what reasons I cannot learn ; that which 
is offered not satisfying me, that they were afraid of 
worse. I believe they expected an entire change of 
ministry and measures, and a new parliament, by which 
it might be repealed, and have instead some law to their 

* Baron Bothmar, envoy extraordinary from the eltctor of Haa» 
ver, afterward King George }. tf- 
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advantage. The Duke of Marlborough's removal* has 
passed very silently ; the particular reasons for it I roust 
tell your grace some other time : but how it will pass 
abroad I cannot answer. People on both sides conclude 
from it, that the peace is certain ; but the conclusion is 
ill drawn : the thing would have been done, although 
we had been sure of continuing the war. We are ter- 
ribly afraid of Prince Eugene's coming, and therefore 
it was put off until the resolutions were taken. Before 
he came out of his yacht, he asked how many lords 
were made ? He was a quarter of an hour with the 
queen, on Sunday about seven at night. The great 
men resolve to entertain him in their turns; and we 
suppose it will all end in a journey of pleasure. We 
are so confidently told of the Duke of Somerset's 
being out, that I writ so to the Dean of St Patrick's. 
A man of quality told me, he had it from my lord keep- 
er, whom I asked next day, and found it a mistake ; 
but it is impossible to fence against all lies ; however, 
it is still expected that the duke will be our, and that 
many other removes will be made. Lord Ranelaghf 
died on Sunday morning : he was very poor and needy, 
and could hardly support himself for want of a pension, 
which used to be paid him, and which his friends solicit* 
ed as a thing of perfect charity. He died hard, as the 
term of art is here, to express the woful state of men 
who discover no religion at their death. 

• Dec. 30, 1711. 8«e Journal to Stella, Jan. 1, 1711-12. N. 

f Richard Jones, Baron Jones of Navan, and Viscount Ranelagb, 
created Earl of Ranelagh, Dec. 11, 1877. lie was vice treasurer of 
I re/ and, constable of Athlone, several jean pay-master of the army, 
and a lord of the privy council. Dying, Jan. 3, 1711, without sur- 
viving male issne, the title of earl became extinct ; but those of vit- 
r oant and baron reverted to the issue of a second son of Sir Roger 
Jones, the first viscount. See a letter of Lady Catharine Jones, bis 
daughter, June II, 1729 ; and another, June IS, 1732- N. 
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The town talk is that the Duke of Ormond will go 
do more to Ireland, but be succeeded by the Duke of 
Shrewsbury, who is a very great and excellent person ; 
and I will hold a wager that your grace will be an ad- 
mirer of his duchess : if they go, I will certainly order 
her to make all advances to } ou : but this is only a ge- 
neral report, of which they know nothing at court, al- 
though I think it not altogether improbable. 

We have yet heard nothing of my lord privy seal. 
Buys, the Dutch envoy, went to Holland, I think, at 
the same time. Buys is a great pretender to politics, 
and always leaves the company with great expressions 
of satisfaction that he has convinced them all ; he took 
much pains to persuade me out of some opinions : and, 
although all he said did but fix me deeper, he told the 
ministry how successful he had been. I have got poor 
Dr. King,* who was some time in Ireland, to be Gazet- 
teer, which will be worth 2501. per annum to him, if he 
be diligent and sober, for which I am engaged. I men- 
tion this, because I think he was under your grace's pro- 
tection when he was in Ireland. 

By what I gather from Mr. Southwell, I believe 
your grace stands very well with the Duke of Ormond ; 
and it is one great addition to my esteem for Mr. South- 
well, that he is entirely your grace's friend and humble 
servant, delighting to do you justice upon all occasion*. 
I am, with the greatest respect, 

your grace's most dutiful 
and most humble servant, 



* Dr. William King of the Commons; whose Miscellaneous Wri- 
tings, in verse and prose, were collected in three volumes, small Sro. 
1776, with Biographical Memoirs, by the editor of these volojflfitl^ 
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FROM DR. SACHEVERELL. 

reverend sir, Southwark, Jan. 31, 1711-12. 

Since you have been pleased to undertake the gene- 
rous office of soliciting my good lord treasurer's favour 
in my behalf, I should be very ungrateful if I did not 
return you my most hearty thanks for it, and my hum- 
blest acknowledgments to his lordship for the success it 
has met with. 

I received last Monday a message by my pupil, Mr. 
Lloyd, (representative of Shropshire,) from Mr. Harley, 
by his lordship's order, to inquire what my brother was 
qualified for. I told him, having failed in his trade, he 
had been out of business for some years, during which 
time I had entirely maintained him aud his family : that 
his education had not qualified him for any considerable 
or nice post : but that, if his lordship thought him an 
object of his favour, I entirely submitted him to his dis- 
posal, and should be very thankful to his goodness to 
ease me of part of that heavy burden of my family, 
that required more than my poor circumstances could 
allow of. 

I am informed also, that I am very much Indebted to 
my great countryman, Mr. Secretary St. John, for his 
generous recommendation of this matter to his lordship. 
I should be proud of an opportunity of expressing ray 
gratitude to thai eminent patriot, for whom no one, that 
wishes the welfare or honour of his church or country, 
can have too great a veneration. 

But for yourself, (good doctor !) who was the first 
spring to move it, I can never sufficiently acknowledge 
the obligation. I should be glad, if you will command 



226 LETTERS TO AND FROItt 

me, in any time or place to do it, which will be a farther 
favour conferred on, reverend sir, 

Tour most faithful servant, 

H. SACHEVERELL. 

P. S. I am told there is a place in the custom-house 
void, called the searchers ; which, if proper to ask, I 
would not presume ; but rather leave it to bis lord- 
ship's disposal* 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

xt lord, London, March 29, 1712. 

I cannot ask pardon for not sooner acknowledging 
jour grace's letter, because that would look as if I 
thought mine were of consequence. Either I grow 
weary of politics, or am out of the way of them, or 
there is less stirring than usual ; and indeed we are all 
in suspense at present; but I am told that in tenor 
twelve days time, we shall know what the issue will be 
at Utrecht. I can only tell your grace, that there are 
some unlucky circumstances, not proper to be trusted to 
a letter, which have hitherto retarded this great work; 
Mihi IwUbria rerum mortalium cunctis in negotm ob- 
versantur. Mean time, we are with great difficulty 
raising funds upon which to borrow five millions. One 
of those funds is a tax upon paper, and I think 30 per 
cent, upon imported books ; and of such a nature as I 
could not yesterday forbear saying to my lord treasurer 
and the chancellor of the exchequer, that instead of pre- 
venting small papers and libels, it will leave nothing else 
for the press. I have not talked to the Duke of Argyle 
upon the affairs of Spain, since his return ; but am told 
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he affirms it impossible for us to carry on the war there 
by our former methods. The Duke of Ormood is ex- 
pected to go in two or three days for Flanders. And 
what I writ to your grace some months ago of the Duke 
of Shrewsbury succeeding to govern Ireland, will, I 
suppose, be soon declared. I was the other day to see 
the duchess, ami reported your grace's compliments, 
which she took very well ; and I told her I was resolved 
your grace and she should be very good acquaintance. 
I believe the spirit of your houghers is got into our mo- 
bawks, who are still very troublesome, and every night 
cut somebody or other over the face ; and commit a 
hundred insolent barbarities. 

There was never the least design of any impeachment 
against the Duke of Marlborough; and it was his own 
great weakness, or the folly of his friends, that the thing 
went so far as it did: 

I know not whether it is that people have talked 
themselves hoarse, but for some weeks past we have heard 
less of the pretender than formerly. I suppose it is, 
like a fashion, got into Ireland, when it is out here : but, 
in my conscience, I do not think any one person in the 
court or ministry here designs any more to bring in the 
pretender, than the Great Turk. I hope Mr. Harley, 
who is now on his journey to Hanover, will give that 
court a truer opinion of persons and thingB than they 
have hitherto conceived. And, if your grace knew the 
instrument, through which these false opinions have been 
infused, you would allow it another instance of the Lti- 
dUmum rerum martaiium. And your grace cannot but 
agree, that it is something singular for the prince in pos- 
session to make perpetual advances, and the presumpd? e* 
heir to be standing off and suspicious. 
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I know net whether your grace has considered the po* 
sition that my lord treasurer is visibly in. The late 
ministry, and their adherents, confess themselves (fully 
resolved to have his head, whenever it is in their pow- 
er ; and were prepared, upon the beginning of the ses- 
sions, when the vote was carried against any peace 
without Spain, to move that he should be seut to the 
Tower ;* at the same time, his friends, and the tories io 
general, are discontented at his slowness in the changing 
of commissions a^nd employments, to which the weakness 
of (he court interest in the house of lords is wholly im- 
puted : neither do I find that those in the greatest sta- 
tions, or most in the confidence of my lord treasurer, are 
able to account for this proceeding, or seem satisfied 
with it. I have endeavoured to solve this difficulty 
another way ; and I fancy I am in the right, from words 
I have heard let fall : but, whatever be the cause, the 
consequences may be dangerous. 

The queen is in very good health, but does not use 
so much exercise as she ought. Pray God preserve her 
many years ! 

A projector has lately applied to me to recommend 
him to the ministry about an invention for finding out 
the longitude. He has given in a petition to the queen 
by Mr. Secretary St. John. I understand nothing of the 
mathematics ; but am told it is a thing as improbable as 
the philosopher's stone, or perpetual motion. 

I lately writ t» letter of about thirty pages to lord 
treasurer, by way of proposal for an academy, to correct, 
enlarge, and ascertain the English language. And he 
and I have named above twenty persons of both parties 
to be members. I will shortly print the letter, and I 

•It is not ea«y to conceive upon what grounds. N. 
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Iiope something will come of it. Tour grace sees I am 
a projector too. 

I am, with great respect, my lord, 
your grace's most dutiful 

and most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

my lord, London, May 20, 1712. 

When I had the honour of your grace's letter of 
March 27, I was lying ill of a cruel disorder, which 
still pursues me, although not with so much violence; 
and I hope your grace will pardon me, if you find my 
letter to be that . of one who writes in pain. Ton see, 
my lord, how things are altered. The talk of a new go- 
vernor for Ireland is dropped. The secret is, that the 
Duke of Ormond had a promise of a pension in case he 
lost his government : but my lord treasurer is so exces- 
sively thrifty, that to save charges, he lets the duke keep 
it; and besides, there are some other circumstances, not 
proper for a letter, which have great weight iu this mat- 
ter. I count upon it, that whatever governor goes over 
under this ministry, a new parliament will be called. Yet 
I was told that the Duke of Shrewsbury was pitched on, 
as a sort of medium between, &c. He is a person of 
admirable qualities ; and if he were somewhat more ac- 
tive, and less timorous in business, no man would be 
thought comparable to him. 

The moderate of the other party seem now content to 
have a peace, and all our talk and expectations are full 
of it : but I protest to your grace I kuow not what to 
write upon this subject, neither could I tell what to say 
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if I had the honour to be with you. Upon Lord Straf- 
ford's* coming oyer, the stocks are fallen, although I ex- 
pected, and I thought with reason, that they would rise. 
There is a trade between some here and some in Hol- 
land, of secrets and lies : and there are some among in 
whose posts let them into an imperfect knowledge ol 
things, which they cannot conceal. This mixture makes 
up the town-talk, governs the price of stocks, and has 
often a great deal of truth in it : besides, public aflain 
have often so many sudden turns and incidents, that 
even those behind (he curtain can hardly pronounce for 
a week. I am sensible that I have often deceived your 
grace with my wise inuendoes. Yet, I verily think that 
my intelligence was very right at the moment I sent it 
If I had writ to your grace six days ago, I would have 
ventured to have given you hopes that a peace would 
soon appear, and upon conditions wholly surprising and 
unexpected. I say this to you wholly in confidence; 
and I know nothing yet to change my opinion, except 
the desponding talk of the town, for I see nothing yet in 
the countenances of the ministers. It seems generally 
agreed that the present dauphin cannot live, and upoa 
that depend many measures to be taken. Thia after- 
noon the bill for appointing commissioDen to inquire 
into the grants, &c. was thrown out of the house of lords* 
the voices being equal, which is a great disappointment 
to the court, and matter of triumph to the other party. 
But it may possibly be of the worst consequence to the 
grants next session, when it is probable the ministry will 
be better settled, and able to procure a majority. I aa\ 
with great respect, my lord, 
Your grace's most dutiful and most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 

* His lordship was one or the plenipotentiaries at the treaty of 

Utrerht N. 
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TO MRS. HILL. 



MADAM, July, 1712. 

I was commanded some days ago to do what I bad 
long a mind to, but avoided, because I would not offend 
jour prudence, or strain jour eyes. But ray Lord 
Masharo assures me there is no danger of either ; and 
that you have courage enough to read a letter, though 
it comes from a man, provided it be one of no conse- 
quence, which his lordship would insinuate to be mj 
case ; but I hope jou will not affront me so highlj as to 
understand it so. There is not a grain of news in this 
town, or five miles about it, worth sending jou ; and 
what we receive from Windsor is full as insignificant, ex- 
cept the accounts of the queen's health, and jour house* 
keeping. We are assured that jou keep a constant ta- 
ble, and that jour guests leave jou with full stomachs 
and full pockets; that Dr. Arbuthnot sometimes leaves 
his beloved green-cloth, to come and receive jour elud- 
ings, and pick up jour moncj. We intend shortly to 
represent your case to mj lord treasurer, as what de- 
serves commiseration : but we hope the matter is already 
settled between his lordship and jou, and that you are 
instructed to be thus magnificent, in order to carry oa 
the cause. We reckon bis lordship's life is now secure, 
since a combination of bandboxes and inkhorns, the en- 
gines of late times, were employed in vaia to destroy 
him. He will do me the justice to tell jou, that I ne- 
ver fail of toastiog jou under the name of " the go- 
verness of Dunkirk," and that jou have the honour to 
be very particularly in my good graces. My Ladj Ma- 
sham still continues in a doubtful state of neither up nor 
down ; and one of her servants told mine, " that thej 
did not expect she would cry out this fortnight." I aw 
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yesterday our brother Hill,* who promises to be more 
thrifty of his health, and seems to have a pretty good 
stock of it. I hope you receive no visits from the head- 
ach and the spleen : and one who knows your constitu- 
tion very well, advises you by all means, against sitting 
in the dusk at your window, or on the ground, leaning 
on your hand, or at seesaw in your chair. 

I am y madam, &c. 



TO GENERAL HILL.f 

sir, Windsor Castle, Aug. 12, 1 712. 

With great difficulty, I recovered your present of 
the finest box in France out of the hands of Mrs. Hill: 
she allowed her own to be the prettiest, but then mine 
was the handsomest ; and in short, she would part with 
neither. I pleaded my brotherhood, and got my Lord 
and Lady Masham to intercede ; and at last she threw it 
me with a heavy sigh ; but now it is in my possession, I 
wish you had sent a paper of directions how I shall keep 
it. Tou that sit at your ease, and have nothing to do 
but keep Dunkirk, never consider the difficulties you 
have brought upon me : twenty ladies have threatened 
to seize or surprise my box ; and what arc twenty thou- 
sand French or Dutch in comparison of those ? Mrs. 
Hill says, it was a very idle thing in you of send such a 

* An elder brother of the general. He wal placed in the custom- 
house by the Duke of Marlborough, and got promotion there. N. 

f This gentleman was brother to Lady Masham. Tn 1710, ho had 
a grant of 10002. a year out of the Post-office j and in 1712, was com- 
mander of six regiments at Dunkirk, which place he had taken posses- 
sion of, as a security for the preliminaries of peace being fulfilled on 
the part of France. He was afterwards employed on an expedition 
to Canada, and died June 19, 173ft . ft. 
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present to a man who can neither punish nor reward 
you, since Grub-street is no more ; for the parliament 
has killed all the Muses of Grub street, who yet, id their 
last moments* cried out nothing but Dunkirk.* My lord 
treasurer, Who is the most malicious person in the world, 
says, you ordered a goose to be drawn at the bottom of 
my box, as a reflection upon the clergy ; and that I 
ought to resent it But I am not angry at all, and his 
lordship obserres by halves : for the goose is there drawn 
pecking at a snail, just as I do at him, to make him mend 
his pace in relation to the public, although it be hither- 
to in vain. And besides, Dr. Arbuthuot, who is a scholar, 
says, w you meant k as a compliment for us both ; that 
I am the goose who saved the Capitol by cackling ; and 
that bis lordship is represented by the snail, because he 
preserves his country by delays." But my Lord Ma- 
sham is not to be endured : he observed, that in the 
picture of the inside, which represents a great company 
dancing, there stands a fool *ith a cap and bells; and 
he would needs understand that figure as applied to me. 
And the worst of it was, that I happened last nght to be 
at my lady Duchess of Shrewsbury's ball : where, look- 
ing a little singular among so many fine ladies and gen- 
tlemen, his lordship came and whispered me to look at 
my box : which I resented so highly, that I went away 
in a rage, without staying for supper. Howe vet, consi- 
dering of it better, after a night's sleep. I find all this is 
nothing but envy, and a design to make a quarrel be* 
tween you and me : but it shall not do so ; lor I hope 
your intentions were good, however malice may misre- 

* The unirersal joy occasioned in England by the surrender of 
Dunkirk b particularly noticed by Swift, iu his * i Hirtory of the four 
la;t Years of the Queen -," and some of the Grub-f treet rcnes he al- 
ii des to were his own, N. 

VOL. XV. I. * 
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present them. Aod though I am used ill by all the fa- 
mily, who win my money and laugh at me ; yet, to vex 
them more, I will forgive them for your sake ; and as 
soon as I can break loose, will come to Dunkirk for a 
fortnight, to get a little ease from my many persecutions, 
by the Harleys, t\ie Mashams^ and the Hills; only I in- 
tend to change my habit, for fear Colonel Killigrew 
should mistake me for a chimney-sweeper. In the mean 
time, I wish you all success in your government, loyal 
French subjects, virtuous ladies, little champaigu, and 
much health : and am, with the truest respect and es- 
teem, sir, 

Your most obedient 

humble servant and brother. 



LORD BOLIXGBROKE TO MR. PRIOR.* 

September 10, 1712. 

I was equally surprised and vexed to find that by 
the uncouth way of explaining the queen's sense, yon 
had been led to imagine that it was intended my Lord 
Lexington should make any difficulty of seeing and 
complimenting the King of Spain as such. We spent 
above three hours in penning minutes yesterday upon 
this head, which was long ago adjusted. I suppose the 
instructions will be at last clear ; but my Lord Lexing- 
ton having bren present at the debate, his understanding 
of the matter will make amends for any dark ambiguous 
article which may be in them. 

Dartmouth is to communicate the queen's orders here- 
in to you, that so you may be abie to satisfy the French 

* This letter particularly illustrates the negotiation! relative to 
the peace of Utrecht. Jf . 
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ministers, and they to prepare the Spanish ministers. 
However, I will venture to tell you in a few words 
what I understand is to be the measure of Lord Lex- 
ington's conduct. As soon as he arrives at Madrid, he 
will notify his arrival to the secretary of state. He will, 
when he sees this minister, let him know, " That the 
queen has sent him thither to compliment the king in 
her name ; to be a witness of the several renunciations 
and other acts requisite to complete the execution of the 
article agreed upon as necessary to prevent the union of 
the two monarchies : That, after this, he is to proceed 
to settle such matters of commerce, and other affairs, as 
are for the mutual interest of both nations, and to take 
the character of ambassador upon him." My lord will 
at the same time produce his credentials, and give the 
secretary a copy of them if he desires it. In this con- 
ference, he will farther take notice of the several cessions 
made by the king of France, in behalf of his grandson, 
to the queen ; and will speak of them as points which he 
looks upon to be concluded. He will likewise give a 
memorial of them iu writing, signed by himself, to the 
secretary : and expect from him an assent in the king's 
name, in writing also, and signed by the secretary. This 
seems natural, civil, and unexceptionable ; but any other 
scheme is absurd, and inconsistent with all the rest of 
our proceedings. 

For God's sake, dear Matt, hide the nakedness of 
thy country ; and give the best turn thy fertile brain 
will furnish thee with, to the blunders of thy country- 
men, wiio are not much better politicians than the French 
are poets. 

I have writ in gre . haste a prodigious long letter to 
Monsieur de Torcy, which, I believe, he will show you; 
but, for fear he should not, I enclose in this an extract 
of part of it which relates to a matter that has given 
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lord treasurer and your humble servant no mall trouble 
in the cabinet. The copy of the plenipotentiaries' de- 
spatch of the 2d of September, which I likewise send, will 
show you how a dispute, now on foot at Utrecht, began ; 
you will observe, their lordships are very warm in it : 
and I can assure you, we have those who are net a jot 
cooler. 

The solution of this difficulty must come from you; 
it is matter of management and appearance, more than 
of substance ; and the court of France must be less poll- 
tic than I think them at any time, and more unreasona- 
ble than I think them at this time, not to come into a 
temperament upon a matter unnecessarily started. You 
must begin by making Monsieur de Torcy not only to 
understand, but own he understands, the proposition 
which I am sure he remembers I more than once repeat* 
ed to him, when I was in France, upon various occa- 
sions, and which I have again stated as clearly as I am 
able. The queen can never do any thing; which shall 
look like a direct restraint on her allies from demanding 
what they judge necessary ; but as long as they act the 
part which they now do, she can very justly be passive 
and neuter as to their interests : and if her peace be 
made before theirs, which she will not delay for them, 
she can with the same justice leave them to make their 
own bargain. This is advantage enough for France ; 
and such, a one, fairly speaking, as a year ago they 
would have given more than Tournay to have been sure 
of; they must not therefore press us to go farther than 
this; nor do any thing which may seem contradictory 
to what the queen delivered from the throne.* That 
-speech they have always owned as the plan (hey sub- 

* See this speech in " Swift's History of the Four last Years of tfcc 
^taseifc" N. 
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mitted to ,- and it varies but little from that brought hith- 
er by Gualtier. In a word, the use which the French 
will make of the unaccountable obstinacy of the Dutch, 
and the other allies, may in several respects, and parti- 
cularly for aught I know in this instance of Tournay, 
give them an opportunity of saving and gaining more 
than they could have hoped for ; and the queen may in 
the present circumstances contribute passively to this 
end, but actively she never can in any circumstances. 

I think in my own opinion, and I believe speak the 
queen's upon this occasion, that it were better the French 
should in the course of the treaty declare, a That what- 
ever they intended to have given the Dutch when the 
queen spoke from the throne, their conduct has been 
«uch, and the situation of affairs so altered, that the king 
is resolved to have Tournay restored to him." I say, 
I believe this were better than to expect that we should 
consent to an exposition of the queen's words, by which 
her majesty would yield the town up. 

Let the conferences begin as soon as they can, I dare 
say, business will not be very speedily despatched ill 
them : in the mean time we shall go on to ripen every 
thing for a conclusion between us and Savoy, and France 
and Spain ; and this is the true point of view, which the 
French ought to have before their eyes. 

Tou will be very shortly particularly and fully in- 
structed to settle the article of North America, and thosfe 
points of commerce still undetermined : that done, the 
ministers may sign at Utrecht, as soon as they can hear 
from Lord Lexington. 

My Lord Dartmouth writes to you concerning a cla- 
mour which our merchants have raised, as if, under pre- 
tence of not carrying to Lisbon or Barcelona des provi- 
sions de guerre oh de bonche, they shall be debarred from 
their usual traJfick of corn and fish, which at those pla- 
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ces there are great demands for, in time of peace as veil 
as war, and without any consideration of the armies. 
The difficulty as to Lisbon seems to be removed, by the 
Portuguese submitting to come into the suspension of 
arms ; and he proposes to you an expedient as to Bar- 
celona: but hi truth that war must be ended of course 
now, since the queen supports it no longer, and the 
Dutch are recalling their fleet from the straits. The 
Duke of Argyll, is going immediately now away; and 
the moment he comes to Minorca, he draws to him every 
thing belonging to the queeu out of Catalonia ; the im- 
perial troops must in my opinion that moment submit* 
and compound for transportation : and when the war is 
at an end, I think. there can be no pretence of quar- 
relling with us for carrying our goods to the people of the 
country. 

It is now three o'clock in the morning; I have been 
hard at work all day, and am not yet enough recovered 
to bear much fatigue : excuse therefore the confusedness 
of this scroll, which is only from Harry to Matt, and 
not from the secretary to the minister. 

Your credentials of minister plenipotentiary will be 
sent you, together with your full powers, by the next 
boat : and before Duke Hamilton goes, I will move to 
have you removed to Utrecht ; which there will be a 
natural handle for, as soon as you shall settle the points 
of commerce, and in doing that, have given the last stroke 
to the finishing the treaty with France. 

Make my compliments to Madam Teriol ; and let her 
know that I have, I hope, put her affair into a way of 
being finished to her satisfaction. I have spoke very 
earnestly to Maffei, and have used the proper arguments 
to him. 

Adieu ! my pen is ready to drop out of my hand. 
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Believe that no man loves you better, or is more faith- 
fully yours, &c. 

BOLINGBROKE. 

P. S. I had almost forgot to tell you, that the queen is 
pleased to discharge the Mareschal Tal lard's parole : 
w Inch you* may assure him, with my compliments, of; 
aud give any signification necessary in form. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

my lord, Kensington, Sep. 30, 1712. 

I have two or three times begun letters to your 
grace, and have torn what I writ, hoping I might send 
'you something decisive about the peace. But all still 
continues to lie very loose, and I continue to be very 
desponding, although the people in airairs laugh at me 
for it. I have one plain maxim in dealing frith those, 
who have more cunning, and less honesty than myself, 
which is, what we call keeping the staff in my own hand, 
aud contriving that they shall trust me rather than I 
dum A man may reason uutil he is weary upon this 
proceeding of the Dutch. The soldiers tell me that the 
Duke of Ormond could not possibly take possession of 
Dunkirk, since the foreigu troops have refused to march, 
and that the states will not suffer us to go through their 
towns. But I had a whisper from one who should know 
best, u that Dunkirk might now have been ours, if right 
methods had been taken." And another great man said 
to a friend of mine, above a fortnight ago, " that the 
least wrong step on that side the water might have very 
ill consequences at this juncture." Meantime, the dis- 
contented party seems full of hopes, and many of the 
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court side, betide myself, desponding enough. The 
necessity of laying the proposals before the parliament 
drew us into all this; for now we are in a manner pinned 
down, and cannot go back an inch with any good grace : 
so that if the French play us foul, I dread the effects, 
which are too visible to doubt.* And on the other side, 
if the peace goes smoothly on, I cannot but think that 
some severe inquiries will be made ; aud I believe, upon 
very manifest grounds. If there be any secret in this 
matter of Dunkirk, it must be in very few hands; and 
those who most converse with men at the helm, are, I 
am confident, very much in the dark. Some people go 
so far as to think that the Dutch will hinder even the 
English forces under the Duke of Ormond from going 
by the French country to Dunkirk : but I cannot be of 
that opinion. We suppose a few dayB will decide this 
matter ; and I believe, your grace will agree, that there 
was never a more nice conjuncture of affairs; however! 
the court appears to be very resolute : several changes 
have been made, and more are daily expected. The 
Dutch are grown so unpopular, tbat, I believe, the 
queen might have addresses to stand by her against 
them with lives and fortunes. 

I had your grace's letter of May 29, written in the 
time of your visiting ; from whence, I hope, you ate re* 
turned with health and satisfaction. 

The difficulties in the peace, by the accidents in the 
Bourbon family, are, as your grace observes; very great, 
and what indeed our ministers chiefly apprehend. But 
we think Philip's renouncing to be an effectual expedi- 
ent ; not out of any regard he would have for it, but 
because it will be the interest of every prince of the 
blood in France to keep him out, and because the 

* It ihould be—' too visible to be doubted qf.» *, 
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Spaniards will never assist him to unite the two king- 
doms. 

I am in hopes yet that your grace may pay your 
treat ; for it is yet four weeks to November, at least 
I believe we shall be happy, or ruined, before that 
time. 

It is certain that there is something in what people 

say But the court is so luckily constituted at 

present, that every man thinks the chief trust cannot be 
any where else so- well placed ; neither do I know 
above one man that would take it, and it is a great deal 
too soon for him to have such thoughts^ 

I humbly thank your grace for your concern about 
my health: I have still the remainder of some pains, 
which has partly occasioned my removing hither about 
three weeks ago f I was recommended to country air, 
and chose this, because I could pass my time more 
agreeably near my friends at court. We think the 
queen will go to Windsor in three weeks f and, I be- 
lieve, I shall be there most of the time I stay in Eng- 
land, which I intend until toward the end of summer. 

My lord treasurer has often promised he wHl advance 
my design of an academy f* so have my lord keeper, 
and all the ministers f but they are now too busy ta 
think of any thing beside what they have upon the an- 
vil. My lord treasurer and I have already pitched 
upon twenty members of both parties ; but perhaps it 
may all come to nothing. 

If things continue as they are another session, perhaps 
your grace may see the bill of resuming the grantsf 
•arried on with a great deal more rigour than it 
lately was. It was only desired that the grantees* 

* For fixing a rtandard to the English language. &• 
t This bill wai negatived. N. 

1*2 
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should pay six years purchase, and settle the remainder 
oo them by act of parliament, and those grants are now 
worse than other lands by more years purchase than 
six ; so that, in effect, they would have lost nothing. I 
am, with the greatest respect, 

Your grace's most dutiful 

and most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 



FROM THE COUNTESS OF ORKNEY* AND 

MRS. RAMSAY. 

Indorsed, c 1712,/ suppose.^ 
I have had great satisfaction in the favour of your 
letter, though disappointed, since not occasioned by your- 
self. When one is too quick, misjudging commonly fol- 
lows. At first I feared Mr. Collier was taken with a fit 
of an apoplexy ; the next line I read, I wished he had 
one. If I did not apprehend, by your knowing me but 
a little, that I might grow troublesome where I distin- 
guished, you should not want any cocveniency to bring 
you hither to Mrs. Ramsay and me, who are both, with- 
out compliment, truly mortified, intending ever to be, 
sir, 

Your sincere humble servants, 

E. ORKNEY. 
ELIZ. RAMSAY. 
Clifton, Monday: 



• This lady had been mistress to King William III. H. 
f Probably in September. See Journal to Stella, September It t 
1712. N. 
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We design to be at Windsor on Wednesday, where I 
hope you will meet me in the drawing-room, to tell 
me when you can dine with us. 



FROM THE COUNTESS OF ORKNEY. 

Monday Morning, Indorsed ( 1 7 1 2, 1 believe' 
I am sure you are very ill oatured (I would oot have 
been so cross to you) to have known Mr. Lewis and 
me so long, and not have made us acquainted soouer, 
when you know too that I have beeu in search of a rea- 
sonable conversation. I have no way to excuse you 
but doubting his to be so agreeable at a second meeting, 
which I desire you will make when it is most conve- 
nient to both. It is not from custom I say, I am extreme- 
ly, sir, 

Your humble servant, 

E. ORKNEY. 
When you read this, I fancy you will think, what does 
she write to me ? I hate a letter as much as my lord 
treasurer does a petition. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

ht lord, London, Oct. 21, 1712. 

Since I had the honour of your grace's letter of July 
29, which found me at Windsor, I have been extremely 
out of order with a giddiness in my head, which pursu- 
ed me until very lately ; but, by an uneasy course of 
physic, I hope I have in some sort overcome it. 

l 3 
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We are now in very near expectation of a peace* 
and jour grace, I bope, will believe it as good a one as 
tbe circumstances of things would allow, I confess I 
agree with your grace, that the great difficulty was 
about the dauger of France and Spain being united un- 
der one king. To my knowledge, all possible means 
have been taken to secure that matter : and yet, after 
all, the weakest side will be there. Renunciations by 
France have very justly so little credit, that I do not 
wonder so little weight is laid on them. But Spain, we 
are sure, will* for their own sakes, enter into all securi- 
ties to prevent that union ; and all the allies must be 
guarantees. If you still object that some danger still 
remains, what is to be done ? Your grace is altogether 
misinformed, if you think that this is at all the difficulty 
which so long made the Dutch untractable. It was- 
nothing less : neither have they onee mentioned, during 
all the negotiation at Utrecht, one syllable of getting 
Spain out of the Bourbon family, or into- that of Austria, 
as the chief men have assured me not three days ago- 
Buys offered last winter to ease us immediately of the* 
trouble we were in by Lord Nottingham's vote, if we- 
would consent to let them share wkh us in the advanta- 
ges we had stipulated with France; which advantages, 
however, did by no means clash with Holland, and were: 
only conditional, if peace should ensue. But, my lord, 
we know farther, that the Dutch made offers to treat 
with France, before we received any from thenee; and 
were refused, upon the ill usage they gave Mr. Tovoy afc 
the Hague, and die Abbe* de Polignac afterward at 
Gertniydeuberg : and we know that Torey would have 
beeu forced to apply to them again, if, after several re- 
fusals, we had not hearkened to their overtures* What 
I tell your grace is infallibly true ; and care shall be 
taken very soon to satisfy the world in thus, and many 
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pfatkulars at luge, which ought to be known : for, 
the kingdom is very orach in the dark, after all the paint 
hitherto taken to inform it. Tour grace's conjectures 
•re very right, that a general peace would not be for our 
interest, if we had made ours with France. And I rev 
■ember a certain great man used to say two months ago, 
•Fight on, fight on, my merry men all." I believe like- 
wise, that such a peace would have happened, if the 
Dutch had aot lately been more compliant ; upon which 
our ministers told those of France, that since the States 
ware disp o s ed to submit to the queen, her majesty must 
enter into their interests : and I believe they have as 
good conditions as we ever intended they should. Tout- 
nay, I hope, will be yielded to them : and Lisle we no* 
ver designed they should have. The emperor will be 
used as he deserves; and having paid nothing for the 
war, shall get nothing by the peace. <|Be are most con- 
cerned (next to our regard to Holland) w Savoy, and 
France for Bavarian I believe we shall make them 
both kings, by the help of Sardinia and Sicily. But I 
know not how plans may alter every day. The queen's 
whole design, as your grace conjectures, is to act the 
part of a mediator ; and our advantages, too many to* 
insert here, must be owned very great. 

As for an academy to correct and settle our language, 
lord treasurer talked of it often very warmly ; but I 
doubt, is yet too busy until the peace be over. He goes 
down to Windsor on Friday, to be chosen of the garter, 
with five more lords* 

I know nothing of promises of any thing intended for 
myself; but, I thank God, I am not very warm in my 

* Victor Amadou, Dgke of Savoy, was madeKiog of Sardinia by 
-this treaty. N. 
4 All bad policy, at tbiagttiiea stood. H. 
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expectations, and know courts too well to be surprised at 
disappointments; which, however, I shall have no great 
reason to fear, if I gave my thoughts any trouble that 
way, which, without affectation, I do not : although I 
cannot expect to be believed when I say so. I am, &c 



FROM THE COUNTESS OF ORKNEY. 

London, Nov. 21, 1712. 
This key will open treasures; but vain in mete 
know them. # Your convenience is my satisfaction. If 
I can or may read what will be in this table, it ought 
and shall be my happiness. You must discern this 
comes from the most interested joiner that ever made a 
thing of this nature. Peruse narrowly, and what faults 
you find, they snail be mended in every particular, to the 
utmost capacity of, sir, 

Your obliged humble servant, 

E. ORKNEY. 



TO THE COUNTESS OF ORKNEY. 

madam, Nov. 21, 1712. 

When, upon parting with your ladyship, you were 
pleased to tell me I should find your present! at home, 
natural justice prompted me to resolve, that the first use 
I made of it should be in paying acknowledgments to 



* This tetter was accompanied with a present of a writing-table 
seal, paper, wax, &c. H. 
i See the preceding letter. N, 
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my benefactor. But, when I opened the writing-table, 
which I must now call mine, I found you had neither 
sent pens, ink, nor paper, sufficient for such an under- 
taking. But I ought to tell your ladyship in order, that 
I first got there a much more valuable thing : and I 
cannot do greater honour to my scrutoire, than to assure 
your ladyship that your letter is the first thing I have 
' put in it, and shall be the last I will ever take out. I 
must tell your ladyship, that I am this moment under a 
very great concern. I was fully convinced that I should 
write with a new spirit by the influence of the materials 
you sent me ; but it is quite otherwise : I have not a 
grain of invention, whether out of the confusion which 
attends us when we strive too much to acquit ourselves, 
or whether your peus and ink are sullen, and think them- 
selves disgraced, since they have changed their owner. 
I heartily thank your ladyship, for making me a present 
that looks like a sort of establishment. I plainly see, by 
the contrivance, that if you were first minister, it would 
have been a cathedral. As it is, you have more con- 
tributed toward fixing me, than all the ministry together; 
for it is difficult to travel with this equipage, and it will 
be impossible to travel or live without it. You have 
an undoubted title to whatever papers this table shall 
ever coutain (except your letter) and I desire you will 
please to have another key made for it ; that when the 
court shall think fit to give me a room worth putting it 
into, your ladyship may come and search it whenever 
you please. 

,. I beg your ladyship to join in laughing with me, at 
my unreasonable vanity, when I wished that the motto 
written about the wax was a description of yourself. 
But, if I am disappointed in that, your ladyship will be 
so in all the rest; even this ink will never be able to 
convey your ladyship's note as it ought. The paper 
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will contain no wonders, but when it mentions you; 
neither is the seal any otherwise an emblem of my life r 
than by the deep impreesiou your ladyship has made, 
which nothing but my death can wear out By the in- 
scription about the pens, I fear there is some mistake ^ 
and that your ladyship did not design them fot me* 
However, I will keep them until you can find the per- 
son you intended should have them, and who will be able 
to dispose of them according to your predictions. I 
cannot find that the workman you employed and direct- 
ed, has made the least mistake : but there are four im- 
plements wanting. The two first I shall not name, be- 
cause an odd superstition forbids us to accept them, from 
our friends ; the third is a spuage, which the people long, 
have given so ill a reputation to, that I vow it shall be 
no gill of your ladyship: the last is ariat ivory instru- 
ment, used in folding up letters, which I insist you must 
provide. 

See, madam, the first fruits this unlucky present of 
yours has produced. It is but giving a fiddle to a scra- 
per, or a pestle aud mortar to an apothecary, or a tory 
pamphlet to Mrs. Ramsay. Nothing is so great a dis- 
couragement to generous persons* as the fear of being 
worried by acknowledgments. Besides, your ladyship 
is an insufferable kind of giver, making every present 
fifty times the value, by the circumstances and manner.. 
And 1 know people in the world, who would not oblige 
me so much, at the cost of a thousand pounds, as yott 
have done at that of twenty pounds: which, I must 
Deeds tell you, is an unconscionable way of dealing, and 
whereof, I believe, nobody alive is so guilty as your- 
self. Tn short, you deceive my eyes, and corrupt my 
judgment ; nor am I now sure of any things but that of 
being, &c- 
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FROM THE COUNTESS OF ORKNEY. 

Nw. 22, 1712. 
You are extremely obliging to write bow well you 
take my whim, in tellkig my true thoughts of your mind : 
for I was ashamed when I reflected, and hoped I should 
see you soon after expressing the value I hare of you in 
an uncommon way. But this I write with assurance 
that I am, very sincerely, sir, 

Your obliged humble servant, 

E. ORKNEY. 



FROM THOMAS HARRISON, ESQ,* 

Utrecht, Dec. 16, 1712, 
Your thanks of the 25th of November, sir, come be- 
fore their time; the condition of the obligation being 



• This letter is indorsed, ■• Th. Harrison, Esq. secretary of the 
embassy ; since dead, the same year." He owed his post of secreta- 
ry to the British embassy at Utrecht to the recommendation of Dr. 
Swift, and was eminent for his genius and learning, was educated at 
Queen's College, in Oxford, where he took the degree of master of 
arts, December 15,* 1785. Mr. Tick ell, who was of the same college, 
id his poem to his excellency, the lord privy teal, on the prospect of 
peace, pays a compliment to lis friend Mr. Harrison, in these lines : 

•' That much-lor'd youth, whom Utrecht's walls confine, 
u To Bristol's praises shall his Strafford's join." 

The reader will find some circumstances relating to him and his last 
sickness in Dr. Swift's letter, or journal, written to Mrs Dingley, be- 
ginning January 25, 1712-13, by which it appears, that Mr. Harri- 
son coming over to England from Utreclit with the barrier treaty, 
died Feb. 14, 1712-13. Jacob, in his Lives of the English Poets, 
rtl. 1, p. 70, has committed two mis takes, in calliug him William uf 
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that you should receive twelve shirts, which numbei 
shall be completed by the first proper occasion. Your 
kind letter, however, is extremely seasonable ; and (next 
to a note from the treasury) has proved the most vivify- 
ing cordial in the world. If you please to send me now 
aud theu as much of the same as will lie upon the top 
of your pen, I should be contented to take sheets for 
shirts to the end of the chapter. 

Since you are so good as to enter into my affairs, I 
shall trouble you with a detail of them, as well as of my 
conduct since I left England : which, in my opinion, you 
have a right to inspect, and approve or condemn as you 
think fit. During my state of probation with the Earl 
of Strafford, it was my endeavour to recommend myself 
to his excellency rather by fidelity, silence, and an en- 
tire submission, than by an affectation to shine in his 
service : And whatever difficulties, whatever discou- 
ragements fell in my way, I thiuk it appears that they 
were surmounted in the end ; and my advancement fol- 
lowed upon it sooner than I expected; another would 
say, much Boooer than I deserved, which I should easi- 
ly agree to, were it not, that I flatter myself there is 
some merit in the behaviour I kept, when the hopes aud 
temptation of being preferred glittered in my eyes. All 
the world knows upon what foot Mr. Watkins* thought 
himself with my Lord Strafford ;f and though all the 
world docs not know what I am going to tell you, yet 
Mr. Watkins does on one hand, and my Lord Strafford 
on the other, that all the credit I had jrith either, was 

itead of Thomas, and in saying, that he died in Holland in 1713. He 
mentions among Mr. Harrison's works, u Woodstock Park, inscribed 
to the lord chancellor Cowper." B. 

* Henry Watkin\ Esq. late secretary. H. 

f Thomas, Earl of Strafford, ambassador extraordinary and pleni- 
potentiary to the States General H. 
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heartily, and without reserve, employed to make mat- 
ten easy ; and to cultivate, in my humble station, that 
good understanding, which our court desired should be 
between them. I had my reasons for this, and such per- 
haps as flowed from an inclination to promote my own 
interest. I knew as well as any man living? almost, how 
much Mr. Watkins was valued by my Lord Bolingbroke 
and others. I foresaw the danger of standing in compe- 
tition with him, if that case should happen : and, to tell 
you the truth, I did not think myself ripe in regard of 
interest at home, or of any service I could pretend to 
have done abroad, to succeed Mr. Watkins in so good 
an employment. Above all, I protest to you, sir, that 
if I know my own heart, I am capable of suffering the 
utmost extremities rather than violate the infinite duty 
and gratitude I owe my Lord Bolingbroke, by doing an 
ill office to a person honoured with such particular marks 
of his lordship's esteem. I might add to this, that I 
really loved Mr. Watkins; and I beg you, sir, to urge 
him to the proof, whether ray whole behaviour was not 
such, as might justify the warmest professions I can 
make of that kind. After all this, how comes it, that 
he, either in raillery or good earnest, accuses me of hav- 
' ing any resentment against him ? By word of mouth 
when he left us, by letters so long as he allowed me to 
correspond with him, and by all the people that ever 
went from Utrecht to Flanders, have I importuned him 
for the continuance of his friendship : and, perhaps, evep 
in his absence (if he pleases to reflect) given him a very 
essential proof of mine. If any body has thought it 
worth their while to sow division between us, I wish he 
thought it worth his to let me into the secret ; and 
nothing, he ina\ be sure, shall be wanting on my side to 
defeat a stratagem, which, for aught I know, may end 
in the starving of his humble servant. 
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Which leads me naturally to the second thing propos- 
ed to be spoken to in my text; namely, my circumstan- 
ces : for between you and me, sir, I apprehend the trea- 
sury will issue out no money on my account, till they 
know what is due on that of Mr. Watkins's. And if he 
has any pretensions, I have none, that I know of, but 
what are as precarious to me, as a stiver I gave away 
but now to a beggar, was to him. Is it possible, that Mr. 
Watkins can demand the pay of a commission, which is, 
by the queen herself, actually superseded, during his ab- 
sence from his post ? Or is it not as plainly said in 
mine, that I am her majesty's secretary during such his 
absence, as in his that he was so, while he resided here ? 
If I must be crushed, sir, for God's sake let some reason 
be alleged for it; or else an ingenuous confession made, 
that stat pro ration* voluntas. If you can fix Mr. 
Watkins to any final determination on this Bubject, you 
will do roe a singular service, and I shall take my mea- 
sures accordingly. Though I know your power, I can- 
not help distrusting it on this occasion. Before I con* 
elude, give me leave to put you in mind of beating my 
thanks into my Lord Bottngbi-okc's ears, for his late ge- 
nerosity, to the end that his lordship may be wearied out 
of the evil habit he has got, of beapiug more obligations 
and goodness on those he is pleased to favour, than their 
shoulders are able to bear. For my own part, I have so 
often thanked his lordship, that I have now no more 
ways left to turn my thoughts; and beg if you have any 
right good compliments neat and fine by you, that you 
will advance the necessary, and place them, with the 
other helps you have given me, to my account; which 
I question not but I shall be able to acknowledge at one 
and the same time, ad Grazcas caUndus. 

In the mean time, I shall do my best to give you just 
such liints as yon desire by the next post; though I can* 
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net but drink Acre are Nine letters in the office, * Inch 

would serve jour turn a good deal better than any thing 

I can tell you about the people at the Hague. Your 

accent there abundantly preveuu? my attempting to write 

you aoy news front hence. Ami I assure you, sir, you 

can write me none from England (however uneasy my 

ckcumstances are) which will be so agreeable, as that of 

your long-expected advancement. It grieves rae to the 

soul, that a person, who has been so instrumental to the 

raising of me from obscurity and distress, should not be 

yel set above the power of fortune, and the malice of 

those enemies your real merit has created. I beg, dear 

sir, the continuance of your kind care and inspection over 

me ; and that you would in all respects command, re. 

prove, or instruct me, as a father; for I protest to you, 

sir, I do, and ever shall, honour and regard you with U» 

affection of a son. 



TO THE DUCHESS OF ORMOjSD. 

KADAM, Dec. 20, 1 7 1 2. 

Amy other person, of less refinement and prudence 
than myself, would be at a loss how to thank your grace, 
upon the surprise of coming home last night, and finding 
two pictures* where only one was demanded. But I 
understood your grace's malice, and do here affirm you 
to be the greatest prude upon earth. You will not so 
much as let your picture be alone in a room with a man, 
no, not with a clergyman, and a clergyman of five-and- 

* u The Dnchessof Orraond promised me her picture ; and coming 
home to-night, I found her's and the doke't both m my chanfctfr.V 
Journal to Stella, Dec. 18, 1712. N.- 
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forty: and therefore resolved my lord duke should ac- 
company it, and keep me in awe, that I might not pre- 
sume to look too often upon it. For my own part, I be- 
gin already to repent that I ever begged your grace's 
picture ; and could almost find in my heart to send it 
you back : for, although it be the most beautiful sight I 
ever beheld, except the original, yet the veneration and 
respect it fills me with, will always make me think 
I am in your grace's presence; will hinder me from 
saying and writing twenty idle things, that used to 
divert me : will set me labouring upon majestic, sublime 
ideas, at which I have no manner of talent ; and will 
make those who come to visit me, think I am grown, on 
the sudden, wonderful stately and reserved. But, in 
life, we must take the evil with the good ; and it is one 
comfort, that I know how to be revenged. For, the 
sight of your grace's resemblance will perpetually re- 
mind roe of paying my duty to your person; which will 
give your grace the torment, and me the felicity of a 
more frequent attendance. 

But, after all, to deal plainly with your grace, your 
picture (aud I must say the same of my lord duke's) will 
be of very little use, farther than to let others see the 
honour you are pledged to do me : for, all the accom- 
plishments of your mind and person are so deeply print- 
ed in the heart, and represent you so lively to my ima- 
gination, that I should take it lor a high affront, if you 
believed it in the power of colours to refresh my memo- 
ry : almost as high a oue, as if your grace should deny 
me the justice of being, »vi.h the most profound respect 
and gratitude, madam, your grace's, &c. 
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TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

mr lord, London, Jan. 3, 1712-13. 

Since I had the honour of jour grace's letter, we 
have had a dead time of Dews and politics ; and I make 
a conscience of writing to you without something that 
will recompense the trouble of reading. I cannot but 
grant that your grace, who are at a distance, and argue 
from your own wisdom and general observations and 
reading, is likely to be more impartial than J, who, id 
spite of my resolutions and opinion to the contrary, am 
forced to converse only with one side of the world, 
which fastens prejudices to me, notwithstanding all I 
can do to avoid them. Your grace has certainly hit 
upon the weak side of our peace ; but I do not find 
you have prescribed any remedies. For, that of limit- 
ing France to a certain number of ships and troops, was, 
I doubt, not to be compassed. While that mighty king- 
dom remains under one monarch, it will be always in 
some degree formidable to its neighbours. But we flat- 
ter ourselves it is likely to be less so than ever, by the 
concurrence of many circumstances too long to trouble 
you with. But, my lord, what is to be done ? I will 
go so far with your grace as to tell you, that some of 
our friends are of opinion with the other party, that if 
this last campaign had gone on with the conjunction of 
the British troops, France might have been iu danger of 
being driven to great extremes. Yet I confess to you, 
at the same time, that if I had been first minister, I 
should have advised the queen to pursue her measures 
toward a peace. 

Some accidents and occasions have put it in my way 
to know every step of this treat) belter, I think, than 
any man in Englaud. And I do assert to your grace, 
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that if France had been closely pushed this campaign 
they would, upon our refusal, have made offers to Hol- 
land, which the republic would certainly have accepted ; 
and in that case the interests of England would Lave 
been wholly laid aside, as we saw it three years at the 
Hague and Gertruydeuberg. The Marshal D'Uxilles 
and Mesnager, two of the French plenipotentiaries! 
were wholly inclined to have begun by the Dutch ; but 
the third, Abbe de Folignac, who has roost Tedit with 
Monsieur Torcy, was for beginning by England. 

There was a great faction in France by this proceed- 
ing: and it was a mere personal resentment, in the 
French king and Monsieur Torcy, against the States, 
which hindered them from sending the first overture 
there. And I believe your grace will be convinced, by 
considering, that the demands of Holland might be much 
more easily satisfied, than those of Britain. The States 
were very indifferent about the article of Spain, being 
in the Bourbon family, as Monsieur Buys publicly own- 
ed when he was here, and among others to myself. 
They valued not the demolition of Dunkirk, the fron- 
tier of Portugal, nor the security of Savoy. They ab- 
horred the thoughts of our having Gibraltar and Minor- 
ca, nor cared what became of our dominions in North 
America. All they had at heart was the sovereignty 
of Flanders, under the name of a barrier, and to stipu- 
late what they could for the emperor, to make him easy 
under their encroachments. I can farther assure your 
gncc, before any proposals were sent here from France, 
and ever since, until within these few months, the Dutch 
have been endeavouring constantly, by private intrigues 
with that court, to undermine us, and put themselves at 
the head of a treaty of peace ; which is a truth that 
perhaps the world may soon be informed in, with seve- 
ral others that are little known. Besides, my lord, I 
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doubt whether you have sufficiently reflected on the 
condition of this kingdom, and the possibility of pursu- 
ing the war at that ruinous rate. This argument is not 
the weaker for being often urged. Besides, France is 
likely to have a long minority ; or, if not, perhaps to be 
engaged in a civil war. And I do not find that in pub- 
lic affairs, human wisdom is able to make provisions for 
futurity, which are not liable to a thousand accidents. 
We have done all we can ; and for the rest, curent pos- 
tcri. 

Sir William Temple's Memoirs, which you mention- 
ed, is his first part,* and was published twenty years ago ; 
it is chiefly the treaty of Nimeguen, and was so well 
known, that I could hardly think your grace has not 
seen it. 

I am in some doubt, whether a fall from a horse be 
suitable to the dignity of an archbishop. It is one of 
the chief advantages in a great station, that one is ex- 
empt from common accidents of that kind. The late 
kiugt indeed got a fall ; but his majesty Was a fox-hunt- 
er. I question whether you can plead, any precedent 
to excuse you ; and, therefore, I hope you will commit 
no more such errors : and in the mean time, I heartily 
congratulate with your grace, that I can rally you upon 
this accident. 

I am in some fear that our peace will hardly be con- 
cluded in several weeks, by reason of a certain incident 
that could not be foreseen ; neither cau I tell whether 
the parliament will sit before the conclusion of the 
peace; because some persons differ in their politics 

* That if, the first part existing ; for the first part written was de- 
stroyed by Sir William Temple himself: of the third, Dr. Swift, was 
the editor. N. 

f King William III. who died by a fall from his horse. X. 

VOL. XV. M 
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about the matter. If others were not wiser than I, 
your session should Dot be deferred upon that account. 
I am, with the greatest respect, 
Your grace's most dutiful and humble servant 



FROM LORD BOLINGBROKE, 

Thursday morning, two o'clock* 
Jan. 5, 171 2-13. 
Though I have not seen, yet I did not fail to write 
lo lord treasurer. Non tua res agitur, dear Jonathan. 
Jt is the treasurer's cause ;* it is my cause ; it is every 
man's cause, who is embarked on our bottom. Depend 
upon it, that I never will neglect any opportunity of 
showing that true esteem, that siucere affection, and 
honest friendship for you, which fill the breast of your 
Jaithful friend, 

BOLINGBROKE. 



TO THE DUKE OF ARGYLL. 

aiV lord, January 20, 1 71 2-1 3. 

I would myself have delivered die answer I sent 
yesterday to your grace at court by Dr. Arbuthnot, if I 
had not thought the right of complaining to be on my 
side : for, I think it was my due, that you should have 

* This seems to relate to the promotion of Dr. Swift, in which 
Lord Bolingbroke, io one of his letters, charges the lord treasurer 
with being extremely backward. See also Journal to Stella, April 7, 
1713. Dr. Swift was made Deau of St. Patrick's on the 23d of that 
month. N. 
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immediately told me whatever you had heard amiss of 
my conduct to your grace. When I had the honour to 
be first known to those in the ministry, I made it an ex- 
pres condition, u that whoever did me ill offices, they 
should inform me of what was said, and hear my vindi- 
cation ; that I might not be mortified with countenan- 
ces estranged of the sudden, and be at a loss for the 
cause.' 9 And I think, there is no person alive, whose 
favour or protection I would purchase at that expense, 
I could not speak to the disadvantage of your grace 
without being ungrateful (which is an ill word) since 
you were pleased voluntarily to make so many profes- 
sions of favour to me for some years past ; and your be- 
ing a duke and a general, would have swayed me not 
at all in my respect for your person, if I had not thought 
you to abound in qualities, which I wish were easier to 
be found in those of your rank. I have indeed some- 
times heard what your grace was told I reported ; but 
as I am a stranger to coffee-houses, so it is a great deal 
below me to spread coffee-house reports. This accusa- 
tion is a little the harder upon me, because I have al- 
ways appeared fond of your grace's character ; and 
have, with great industry, related several of your gene- 
rous actions, on purpose to remove the imputation of 
the only real fault* (for I say nothing of common frail- 
ties) which I ever heard laid to your charge. I confess, 
I have often thought that Homer's description of Achil- 
les bore some resemblance to your grace, but I do not 
remember that ever I said so. At the same time, I 
think few men were ever born with nobler qualities to 
fulfil and adorn every office of a subject, a friend, and a 
protector, &c. 

* In hit " Memoirs relating to the Changes in the Queen's Minis, 
try," Dr. Swift speaks of the Duke of Argyll's " unquiet and am 
bhious spirit, never easy while th'jre was any one above him." TV. 
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FROM ROBERT HUNTER, ESQ/* 

New-York, March X 1712-13. 

I think I am indebted to you for two letters, and 
should have continued so, had it not been for the appre- 
hension of your putting a wrong construction upon my 
neglect. My friends being few in number, *I would -not 
willingly, or by my own fault, neglect nor lose those I 
have. The true cause is this. My unhappy circum- 
stances have so soured me, that whatever I write must be 
vinegar and gall to a man of your mirth. For the bet- 
ter understanding of which, be pleased to read them in 
the words of one of my most renowned predecessors : 
Quando pcnsl venir a tste govierno a comer calicnte, y a 
beverfrio, y a recrear il cucrpo cntre sabanas de Olanda 
tobre colclicnes dephnna, he venidoahaser penitencia, eo- 
?no sefucra Er?ncta7ino, y como no la hago de me volontad, 
penso que al cabo ul cabo, me lw de uevar el diablc. 
This worthy was indeed but a type of me, of which I 
could fully convince you by an exact parallel between 
our administrations and circumstances, which I shall re- 
serve to another opportunity. 

The truth of the matter is this : I am used like a dog, 
after having done all that is in the power of man to de- 
serve a better treatment, so that I am now quite jaded. 
Matt vchi malo alio gnbernante, quam tarn mttlis recto- 
ribus bene gubcrnarc. 

The approaching peace will give leisure to the minis- 
try to think of proper remedies for the distracted state of 
ail the provinces; but of this more particularly, the im- 
portance of it by its situation being greater, and the dan- 

* Briff-.i.-lkT Hunter, governor of New-York and New-Jersey, who 
was alltfiri-iird appointed governor and capuin-generai of Jamaica, 
ia the Toorx oi the Duke ot Portlaud, who died there, July 4, 1728. H. 
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ger by their conduct more imminent, than that of the 
rest I have doue my duty iu representing their pro- 
ceedings, and warning them of the consequences ; and 
there I leave it. Neque tarn me svekTrtnet consolatur 
ut antea quam *h*Qopia, qua nidld in re tarn uior qudm 
in Jute civili et publicd. I have purchased a seat for a 
bishop, and by orders from the society have given direc- 
tion to prepare it for his reception. You once upon a 
day gave me hopes of seeing you there. It would be to 
me no small relief to have so good a friend to complain 
to. What would it be to you to hear me when you could 
not help me, I know not. Ccttera desunt — for the post 
cannot stay. Adieu. 

I am very sincerely your's, 

R. HUNTER. 



FROM GOVERNOR HUNTER. 

New-York, March 14, 171 2- 13. 

QUONORGH quaniou diadadega generogJtqua ague- 
gon tchitchendgarci ; or, lest you should not have your 
Iroquoise Dictionary at hand, " Brother, I honour you 
and all your tribe;' 9 though that is to be taken cum 
grano salts ; for one of them has done me much harm. 
God reward him, &c. For that, and what you want to 
know besides, relating to me, I refer you to the bearer, 
Mr. Sharp, our chaplain ; a very worthy, ingenious, and 
conscientious clergyman. I wrote to you some time 
ago by a merchant ship, and therein gave you some hints 
of ray sufferings, which arc not diminished since that 
time. In hopes of a better settlement, I wished for your 
company. Until that comes, I can contribute to nothing 
but your spleen. Here is the finest air to live upon in 
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Ihe universe : and if our. trees and birds could speak, 
and our assemblymen be silent, the finest conversation 
too. Fertomnia tdlus, but not for me. For you must 
understand, according to the custom of our country, the 
sachems are of the poorest of the people. I have got 
the wrong side of Sir Polidore's office ; a great deal to 
do, and nothing to receive. In a word, and to be serious 
at last, I have spent three years of life in such torment 
and vexation, that nothing in life can ever make amends 
for it. Tu interim sis lotus, et manor nostoOm. Vale* 

R. H* 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

my LOBD, London, March 28, 1713. 

Although your humour of delaying, which is a good 
deal in fashion, might serve me for authority and exam- 
ple in not sooner acknowledging your grace's letter, I 
.shall not make that use of it ; but naturally tell you, 
that the public delay has been the cause of mine. We 
have lived almost these two months past by the week, 
expecting that parliament would meet, and the queen 
(ell them that peace was signed. But unforeseen diffi- 
culties have arisen, partly by some mistakes in our ple- 
nipotentiaries, as well as of those of France, too long to 
trouble your grace with, since we now reckon all will 
be at an end ; and the queen has sent new powers to 
Utrecht, which her ministers there must obey, I think, 
ur be left without excuse. The peace will be signed 
with France, Holland, the emperor, Savoy, Portugal, 
and England : but Spain has yet no minister at Utrecht, 
the Dutch making difficulties about the Duke d'Os- 
sune's passports,* but the Marquis de Monteliiou w3l 
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soon begin his journey ; at least he tells me so. How- 
ever, it is of no great moment whether Spain comes in 
now, or a month hence ; and the parliament will be sa- 
tisfied with the rest People here have grumbled at 
those prorogations until they are weary ; but they are 
not very convenient, considering how many funds are 
out, and how late it is in the year. They think of tak- 
ing off two shillings in the pound from the land-tax-; 
which I always argued earnestly against : but the court 
has a mind to humour the country gentlemen, and ' the 
thing is popular enough ; but then we must borrow upon 
sew funds, which it will be of the last difficulty to in- 
vent or to raise. The other party are employed in 
spreading a report most industriously, that the lord 
treasurer intends, after the peace, to declare for the 
whigs. They have spread it in Scotland, to prepare 
people for the next election ; and Mr. Annesly told me 
the other day at my lord steward's, that he had heard I 
writ the same to my friends in Ireland ; which, as it is 
wholly without ground, so the fact is what I never had 
the least belief of, although your lordship is somewhat of 
his grace's mind, in not refusing to converse with his 
greatest enemies ; and therefore he is censured, as you 
say you are, upon the same account. And to those who 
charge him with it (as some are free enough to do it) he 
only says, his friends oughhio trust him ; and I have 
some reason to believe, that after a peace, the direct 
contrary will appear. For my own pail, I entirely 
agree with your grace, that $ free man ought not to con* 
fine his converse to any one farty ; neither would I do 
so if I were free ; but I am not, and perhaps much less . 
is a great minister in such a juncture as this. Among 
many qualities I have observed in the treasurer, there 
is one which is something singular, that he will be under 
10 imputation, how wrong soever, without the pains of 
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clearing himself to his nearest friends, which is owing to 
great integrity, great courage, or great contempt of cen- 
sure. I know he has abundance of the two last, and I 
believe he has the first. 

Your grace's observations on the French dexterity in 
negotiation, as well as their ill faith, are certainly right ; 
but let both be as great as possible, we must treat with 
them one time or other; aud if ministers will not be up- 
on their guard against such notorious managers, they are 
altogether inexcusable. . But I do assure your grace, 
that as it has fallen in my way to know more of the steps 
of this whole treaty, than perhaps any one man beside, I 
eannot see that any thing in the power of human pru- 
dence, under many difficult conjunctures, has been omit- 
ted. We have been forced to conceal the best side, 
which I agree has been unfortunate and unpopular ; but 
yodtwill please to consider, that this way of every sub- 
ject interposing their sentiments upon the management 
of fereign negotiations, is a very new thing among us ; 
and the suffering it has been thought, in the opinion of 
wise men, too great a strain upon the prerogative ; espe- 
cially giving a detail of particulars, which, in the varie- 
ty of events, cannot be ascertained during the course of 
a treaty. I could easily answer the objection of your 
grace's friends in relation to the Dutch, and why they 
made those difficulties at the Hague and Gertruyden- 
berg. And when the whole story of these two last in- 
triguing years comes to be published, the world will 
have other notions of our proceedings. This perhaps 
will not be long untold, aud might already have been, if 
other people had been no wiser than I. After all, my 
lord, I grant that from a distant view of things, abun- 
dance of objections may be raised against many parts of 
our conduct. But the difficulties which gave room to 
these objections are not seen, and perhaps some of them 
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will never appear; neither may it be convenient they 
should. If in the end it appears that we have made a 
good bargain for you, we hope you will take it without 
entering too nicely into the circumstances. I will not 
undertake to defend our proceedings against any man who 
will not allow this postulatum, that it was impossible to 
carry on the war any longer : which, whoever denies, 
either has not examined the state of the nation with 
respect to its debts, or denies it from the spirit of party. 
When a friend of mine objected this to Lord Nottingham, 
he freely confessed it was a thing he had never consider- 
ed. But, however, he would be against any peaoe with- 
out Spain ; and why ? because he was not privy seal. 
But then, why does he vote with the whigs in every 
thing else, although peace has no concern ? because he 
was not privy seal. I hope, my lord, we shall in time 
unriddle you many a dark problem, and let you see that 
faction, rage, rebellion, revenge, and ambition, were deep- 
ly rooted in the hearts of those who haye been the great 
obstructors of the queen's measures, and of the kingdom's 
happiness ; and if I am not mistaken, such a scene may 
open, as will leave the present age and posterity, little 
room to doubt who were the real friends, and real ene- 
mies of their country .* At the same time I know nothing 
is so rash as predicting upon the events of public coun- 
cils ; and I see many accidents very possible to happen; 
which may soon defeat all my wise conjectures. I am,. 
my lord, 

Your grace's most dutiful 

and most humble obedient servants 

* See hit " History of the Four last Year* of the Queen*" I*» 

M 2 
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, FROM MR. PRIOR * 

Paris, April 8, 1713. 
Pray take this word, writ after our packet is closed, 
and 'the messenger staying for it, as an equivalent for 
your despatches at midnight when the writer was half 
asleep. ' Hang me if I know how to go on, though I am 
in a country where every body does not only write let- 
ters but print them. Our great affair goes on very suc- 
cessfully* We transmit the Spanish treaty, concluded 
at Madrid, for your approbation in England, and trans- 
mission to Utrecht : after which I think, pax sit will be- 
come authentic Latin; after which, I suppose, our socie- 
ty will flourish, and J shall have nothing to do but to 
partake of that universal protection, which it will re- 
ceive. In the mean time, pray give my great respects 
to our brethren ;t and tell them that, while in hopes of 
being favoured, they are spending their own money. I 
am advancing my interest in the French language, and 
forgetting my own mother tongue. But we shall have 
time enough to perfect our English, when we have done 
if ith other matters. I want mightily to hear from lord 
treasurer. Tell him so. I owe brother Arbuthnot a 
letter. Excuse my not writing to him, till I know what 
to say. I cannot find VanhomrighJ since he brought me 
your letter. I have a rarity of a book to send you by 
the first fair occasion. It makes but little of the English 
wit, " The Guardian ;" but, possibly, I do not enter in- 
to his design. Let Lord Bolingbroke know, I love him 

* At that time plenipotentiary to France. H. 
f The sixteen. See note to a letter from Lord Harley to Swift, 
'dated July 17, 1714. H. 

\ One of the brothers of Vanessa. See the letter to MistEsthn 
VKBhotnrigb, dated July B, 1713< H t 
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mightily; and pray do 70a as much for Dick Skeltnn. 
Adieu, my good friend. I am very truly, 
Your obedient and faithful servant, 

M. PRIOR 



FROM JOHN EARL POULBTT.* 

April, Sunday afternoon. 
' I was called away presently after chapel, upon some 
htwmcHS which hindered me going up stairs at St James's, 
and occasions Dr. Swift the trouble of this, to make my 
excuse for not returning the paper, which I here send 
you ; and though it is not in my power to serve you in any 
proportion to my unfeigned respects for you, yet I would 
not be wanting, on my part, in any opportunity where I 
can, to express myself 

Sir, your most faithful humble servant, 

POUl*ETT. 



TO THE REV. MR. WILLIAM DRAPER, 

BEAN, KXAB BASINGSTOKE, HAMPSHlBE.f 

gin, London, April 13, 1713. 

I am ashamed to tell you how ill a philosopher I am, 
and that a very ill situation of my affairs for three weeks 
past, made me utterly incapable of answering your 

* Indorsed * Lord Steward, 1713.' N. 

i Firs': printed io Mr. Award's Bio^raphiaaa, 1719, from the origi- 
nal In the possession of that excellent i&stroctor of yootb, Dr. Valpr, 
of Reading. N. 

M 3 
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obliging letter, and thanking you for jour most agreeable 
copy of verses. The prints will tell you that I am con- 
demned again to live in Ireland ; and all that the court 
and ministry did for me was to let me choose my situa- 
tion in the country where I am banished. I could not 
forbear showing both your letter and verses to our great 
men, as well as to the men of wit of my acquaintance ; 
and they were highly approved by all. I am altogether 
a stranger to your friend Appian ; and am a little angry 
when those who have a genius lay it out in translations. 
I question whether ( Res aogusta domi' be not one of 
your motives. Perhaps you want such a bridle as a 
translation, for your genius is too fruitful, as appears by 
the freqencv of your similics ; and this employment may 
teach you to write like a modest man, as Sbakspeare ex- 
presses it. 

I have been minding my Lord Bolingbroke, Mr* 
Harcourt, and Sir William Windham, to solicit my lord 
chancellor to give you a living, as a business which be- 
longs to our society, who assume the title of re warders 
of merit. They are all very well disposed, and I shall 
not fail to negotiate for you while I stay in England, 
which will not be above six weeks; but I hope to return 
in October, and if you are not then provided for, I will 
move heaven and earth that something may be done for 
you. Out- society has not met of late, else I would have 
moved to have two of us sent in form to request a living 
for you from my lord chancellor ; and, if you have any 
way to employ my services, I desire you will let me 
know it, and believe me to be very sincerely, 

Sir, 
Your most faithful humble servaut, 

JON. SWIFT. 
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FROM DR. ATTERBURY. 

Chelsea, Tuesday Morning, 
MB. ukav, April 21, 1713.* 

Gets me leave to tell 7011, tliat there is 00 man in 
England more pleased with your being preferred than I 
am. I would have told you so myself at your lodgings, 
but that my writing confines me. I had heard a flying 
report of it before; but my Lord Boliugbroke yesterday- 
confirmed the welcome news to me. I could not ex- 
cuse myself without saying thus much ; and I have 
not time to say more, but that I am your most affection- 
ate and faithful servant, 

FR. ATTERBURY. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

mt lord, London, April 30. 1713. 

I had the honour of your grace's letter of the 14th, 
which at present I cannot answer particularly : I send 
this to welcome your grace to the Bath, where we con- 
clude you are now arrived ; and I hope the design of 
j*our journey is more for prevention than aire. I sup- 
pose your grace has heard that the queen has made Dr. 
Sterne Bishop of Dromore, and that I am to succeed him 
in his deanery. Dr. Parnell, who is now in town, writ 
last post to your grace, to desire the favour of you that 
he may have my small prebend :fr he thinks it will be 
some advantage to come into the chapter, where it may 

* Indorsed by Dr. Swift, " Dr. Atterbury, April 2], 1713, about 
•leven in the morning. I believe all to 110 purpose." N. 
t O: Dunlavin. Sec a letter to Dean Sterne, April 17, 1710. X. 
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possibly be in my power to/erve him in a way agreeable 
to him, although in no. degree equal to bis merits ; by 
which he has distinguished himself so much, that he is 
in great esteem with the ministry, and others of the most 
valuable persons in this town. He has been many years 
under your grace's direction, and has a very good title 
to your favour ; so that I believe it will be unnecessary 
to add how much I should be obliged to your grace's 
compliance in this matter : and I flatter myself that his 
being agreeable to me, will be no disadvantage to him in 
your grace's opinion* 

I am, with the greatest respect, my lord, 
Tour grace's most dutiful 

and most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 



TO LORD CHANCELLOR HABCOURT. 

Mr lord, jlfqy, 1713. 

I wonder youf lordship would presume to go out of 
town, and leave me in fear that I should not see you be- 
fore I go to Ireland, which will be in a week. It is a 
strange thing you should prefer your own health, and 
ease, and convenience, before my satisfaction. I want 
your lordship for my solicitor. I want your letter to 
your younger brother of Ireland, to put him under my 
government : I want an opportunity of giving your lord- 
ship my humblest thanks, for a hundred favours you 
have done me : I wanted the sight of your lordship this 
day in York buildings. Fray, my lord, come to town 
before I leave it, and supply all my wants. My lord 
treasurer uses me barbarously; appoints to carry me to 
Kensington, and makes me walk four miles at midnight. 
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He laughs when I mention a thousand pound which he 
gives me ; though a thousand pound is a very serious 
thing, &c 



TO MR. ADDISON. 

sir. May 13, 17 1 3. 

I was told yesterday, by several persons, that Mr. 
Steele had reflected upon me iu his Guardian : which I 
could hardly believe, until, sending for the paper of the 
day, I found he had, in several parts of it, insinuated 
with the utmost malice, that I was author of the Ex- 
aminer;* and abused me in the grossest manner he could 
possibly invent, and set bis name to what he had writ- 
ten. Now, sir, if I am not author of the Examiner, 
how will Mr. Steele be able to defend himself from the 
imputation of the highest degree of basenesss, ingrati- 
tude, and injustice ? Is he so ignorant of my temper* 
and of my style ? Has he never heard that the author 
of the Examiner (to whom I am altogether a strangerf) 

• In the Guardian, No. LIU. Mr. Steele says, " Though sometime! 
I have been told by familiar friends, that they saw me such a time 
talking to the Examiner; others who have rallied me for the sins of my 
youth tell me it is credibly reported that I have/oraerty lain rvith the 
Examiner. I have carrried my point ; and it is nothing to me whether 
the Examiner writes in the character of an estranged friend, or an 
exasperated mistress."— By the 6rst of these appellations, Dr. Swift is 
to be understood ; by the latter, Mrs. Manley, authoress of the Ata- 
lantis, who frequently contributed to the writing of the Examin- 
er. N. 

t See the fifth volume of this collection. The reader will recollect 
the received opinion, that Dr. Swift never wrote any Examiners after 
June 7, 1711. The curious may see an accurate and satisfactory ac- 
count of the Examiner, and of this circumstance particularly, in 
the. edition of the Tattler, with notes, 17C6, vol. v. TCo. 210, p. 397. !S\ 
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did, a month or two ago, vindicate me from having any 
concern in it ? Should not Mr. Steele have first expos- 
tulated with me as a friend ? Have I deserved this 
usage from Mr. Steele, who knows very well that my 
lord treasurer has kept him in bis employment upon my 
entreaty and intercession ? My lord chancellor and my 
Lord Bolingbroke will be witnesses, how I was reproach- 
ed by my lord treasurer, upon the ill returns Mr. Steele 
made to bis lordship's indulgence, &c. t 



FROM MR. STEELE. 

sir, May 19, 1717. 

Mr. Addison showed me your letter, wherein you: 
mention me. They laugh at you, if they make you be* 
lieve your interposition has kept me thus long in my 
office. If you have spoken in my behalf at any time, I 
am glad I have always treated you with respect; though 
I believe you an accomplice ef the Examiner. In the 
letter you are angry at, you see I have no reason for 
being so merciful to him, but out of regard to the impu- 
tation you lie under. Tou do not in direct terms say 
you are not concerned with him ; but make it an argu- 
ment of your innocence, that the Examiner has declared 
you have nothing to do with him. I believe I could 
prevail upon the Guardian to say there was a mistake 
in putting my name in his paper : but the English would 
laugh at us, should we argue in so Irish a manner. I 
am heartily glad of your being made Dean of St Pat- 
rick's. 

I am, sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant 
RICHARD STEELE. 
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TO MR. STEELE. 

SIR, 

:■* * * # # # | J ma y probably know better, when 
they are disposed **##**#. The case 
was thus : I did, with the utmost application, aod desir- 
ing to lay all my credit upon it, desire Mr. Harley (as 
he then was called) to show you mercy. He said, 
u He would, and wholly upon my account : that he would 
appoint you a day to see him : that he would not ex- 
pect you should quit any friend or principle." Some 
days after, he told me, " He had -appointed you a day, 
and you had not kept it ;" upon which he reproached 
me, as engaging for more than I could answer ; and ad- 
vised me to more caution another time. I told him, and 
desired my lord chancellor and Lord Bolingbroke to be 
witnesses, that I would never speak for, or against you, 
as long as I lived ; only I would add, lhat it was still 
my opinion, you should have mercy till you gave fur- 
ther provocations. This is the history of what you think 
fit to call, in the spirit of insulting, " their laughing at 
me :" and you may do it securely ; for, by the most in- 
human dealings, you have wholly put it out of my pow- 
er, as a christian, to do you the least ill office. Next I 
desire to know, whether the greatest services ever done 
by one man to another, may not have the same turn as 
properly applied to them ? And, once more, suppose 
they did laugh at roe, I ask whether my inclinations to 

+ It has unluckily happened that two or three lines have been torn 
by accident from the beginning of this letter; and by the tame acci- 
dent, two or three lines are missing toward the latter part, which were 
written on the back pajrt of the paper which was torn off But what 
remains of this letter, will, I presume, be rery satisfactory to the in- 
telligent reader. D. S. 
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serve you, merit to be rewarded by the vilest treatmeut, 
whether they succeeded or not ? If your interpretation- 
were true, I was laughed at only for your sake ; which, 
I think, is going pretty far to serve a friend. As to the 
letter I complain of, I appeal to your most partial 
friends, whether you ought not either to have asked, or 
written to me, or desired to have been informed by a 
third hand, whether I were any way concerned in writ- 
ing the Examiner ? And if I had shuffled, or answer- 
ed indirectly, or affirmed it, or said I would not give 
you satisfaction; you might then have wreaked your 
revenge with some colour of justice. I have several 
times assured Mr. Addison, and fifty others, " That I 
had not the least hand in writing any of those papers; 
and that I had never exchanged one syllable with the 
supposed author* in my life, that I can remember, nor 
ever seen him above twice, and that in mixed company, 
in a place where he came to pay his attendance." One 
thing more I must observe to you, that a year or two 
ago, when some printers used to bring me their papers 
in manuscript, I absolutely forbid them to give any hints 
against Mr. Addison and you, and some others ; and 
have frequently struck out reflections upon you in par* 
ticular, and Bhould(I believe) have done it still, if I had 
not wholly left off troubling myself about those kind of 
things. 

I protest I never saw any thing more liable to excep- 
tion, than every part is of the letter you were pleased to 
write me. Tou plead, " That I do not in mine to Mr. 
Addison, in direct terms, say I am not concerned with 
the Examiner." And is that an excuse for the most 

* It is clear that Swift all along alludes to Oldisworth as author of 
ihe Examiners. Steele, on the contrary, seta out on the supposition 
that those papers were still the products of Swift and Mrs. M-u- 
ley. N. 
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savage injuries in the world a week before ? How far 
you can prevail with the Guardian, I shall not trouble 
mvself to inquire ; and am more concerned how you 
will clear your own honour and conscience, than my re- 
putation. I shall hardly lose one friend by what youf 
***** I know not any ****** laugh at me 
for any ****** absurdity of yours. There are 
solecisms in morals as well as in languages ; and to which 
of the virtues you will reconcile your conduct to me, is 
past my imagination. Be pleased to put these questions 
to yourself : " If Br. Swift be entirely innocent of what 
I accuse him, how shall I be able to make him satisfac- 
tion ? And how do I know but he may be entirely in- 
nocent ? If he was laughed at only because he solicited 
for me, is that a sufficient reason for me to say the vilest 
things of him in print, under my hand, without any pro- 
vocation ? And how do I know but he may be in the 
right, when he says I was kept in my employment at his 
interposition ? If he never once reflected on me the least 
in any paper, and has hindered many others from doing 
it, how can I justify myself, for endeavouring in mine, 
to ruin his credit as a christian and a clergyman ?" 
I am, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

J. a 

i Here the manuscript is tori, X). ^ 
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FROM SIR T. IIANMER.* 

tiR, Tuesday. 

I kefp only the last book,f which I shall have gone 
through before night. The rest I scud you, with the 
very few observations I made upon them, which yet 
were as many as I could see any occasion for ; though, 
I do assure you, I read with the same strictness aud ill 
nature as in the former part. I am, 

Your most humble servant, &c 

THO. HANMER. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

my lord, London May 23, 1713. 

I had the honour of a letter from your grace, the 
18th instant, from Chester. I was confidently toIo\ 
about three weeks ago, that your grace was expected 
every day at the Bath; and you will find a letter there 
as old as that, with a requisition in favour of Dr. Far- 
nell, who, by his own merit, is in the esteem of the chief 
ministers here. I am very sensible, that the loss your 
grace has suffered in the removal of Dr. Sterne will 
never be made up by me, upon a great many accounts : 
however, I shall not yield to him in respect and vene- 
ration for your grace's character and person ; and I re- 
turn you my most grateful acknowledgments for the 
offer you make me of your favour and protection. I 
think to set out for Ireland on Monday seveunight, to 

• Indorsed, • Received about May, 1713.' H. 
r Of the MS. History of the Peace of Utrecht B, 
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be there before the 'term ends; for so they advise me, 
because the long vacatioo follows, io which I cannot 
take, the oaths, unless at a quarter sessions ; and I had 
better have two chances than one. This will hinder me 
from paying my respects to your grace at the Bath ; and 
indeed my own health would be better, I believe, if I 
could pass a few weeks there : but my remedy shall be 
riding, and a sea voyage. I have been inquiring, and 
am told your grace's cause will hardly come on this ses- 
sion ; but indeed I have been so much out of order 
for these ten days past, that I have been able to do 
nothing. 

As to the spire to be erected on St. Patrick's steeple,* 
I am apt to think it will cost more than is imagined ; 
and I am confident that no bricks made in that part of 
Ireland, will bear being exposed so much to the air : 
however, I shall inquire among some architects here. 

I hope your grace will find a return of your health 
iu the place where you are. I humbly beg your bless- 
iog ; and remain, with great respect, my lord, 
Your grace's most dutiful, 

and most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 



* Dr. Sterne (predecessor to Dr. Swift, as Dean of St- Patrick's 
Cathedral, Dublin, afterward Bishop of Dromore, from whence he 
was translated to tlie sec of Clogher) left 1200Z. to erect a spire en 
the top of that steeple, which was built a few years after his lord- 
ship's death. It is an octagon of many feet hi<rh, built of white hard 
mountain stone, with a gilt ball at the top of it, which may be seen. 
at i!ic distance of many mile?. ¥• 
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FROM MR. STEELE. 

bib, Bloomsbury, May 26, 1 7 1 £ 

I have received your's, and find it is impossible for a 
man to judge in bis own case. For an allusion to you, 
as one under the imputation of helping the Examiner, 
and owning I was restrained out of respect to you, yon 
tell Addison, under your hand, " you think me the vilest 
of mankind," and bid him tell me so. I am obliged to 
you for any kind tilings said in my behalf to the trea- 
surer ; and assurt you, when you were in Ireland, you 
were the constant subject of my talk to men in power at 
that time. As to the vilest of mankind, it would be a 
glorious world if I were : for I would not conceal my 
thoughts in favour of an injured man, though all the 
powers on earth gainsaid it, to be made the first man in 
the nation. This position, I know, will ever obstruct 
my way in the world ; and I have conquered my de- 
sires accordingly. I have resolved to content myself 
with what I can get by my own. industry, and the im- 
provement of a small estate, without being anxious 
whether I am ever in a court again or not I do as- 
sure you, I do not speak this calmly, after the ill usage 
in your letter to Addison, out of terror of your wit, or 
my lord treasurer's power; but pure kindness to the 
agreeable qualities, I once so passionately delighted in, 
in you. You know, I know nobody, but one that 
talked after you, could tell, " Addison had bridled me 
in point of party.' 9 This was ill hinted, both with rela- 
tion to him, and, sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

RICHARD STEELE. 
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I know do party ; but the truth of the question is what 
I will support as well as I can, when any man I ho* 
nour is attacked. 



TO MR. STEELE. 

sir, Ifay 27, 1713. 

The reason I give you the trouble of this reply to 
your letter, is because I am going in a very few days 
to Ireland : aid although I intended to return toward 
-winter, yet it may happen, from the common accidents 
of life, that I may never see you again. 

In your yesterday's letter, you are pleased to take the 
complaining side, and think it hard I should write to Mr. 
Addison as I did, only for an allusion. This allusion 
was only calling a clergyman of some tittle distinction 
an infidel: a clergyman, who was your friend, who 
always loved you, who bad endeavoured at least to 
serve you ; and who, whenever he did write any thing, 
made it sacred to himself never to fling out the least 
hint against you. 

One thing you are pleased to fix on me, as what you 
are sure of; that die Examiner had talked after me, 
when he said, " Mr. Addison had bridled you in point of 
party." I do not read one in six of those papers, nor 
aver knew he had such a passage ; and I am so igno- 
rant of this, that I cannot tell what it means : whether, 
that Mr. Addison kept you close to a party, or that lie 
hindered you from writing about party. I never talked 
or writ to that author in my life ; so that he could not 
have learned it from me. And in short, I solemnly 
affirm, that with relation to every friend I have, I am as 
innocent, as it is possible for a human creature to be; 
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And whether you believe me or not, I think, with sub- 
mission, you ought to act as if you believed me, till you 
have demonstration to the contrary. I have all the 
ministry to be my witnesses, that there is hardly a man 
of wit of the advene party, whom I have not been bo 
bold as to recommend often and with earnestness to 
them : for, I think, principles at present are quite oat of 
the case, and that we dispute wholly about persons. In 
these last you and I differ; but in the other, I think, 
we agree : for I have in print professed myself in poli- 
tics, to be what we formerly called a whig. 

As to the great man 4 whose defence you Undertake*; 
though I do not think so well of him as you do, j$& I 
have been the cause of preventing five hundred hard 
things being said against him. 

I am sensible I have talked too much when myself k: 
the subject : therefore I conclude with sincere wishes 
for your health and prosperity, and am, sir, 

Tours, «fec. 

You cannot but remember, that in the only thing I ever 
published with my name, I took care to celebrate 
you as much as I could, and in as handsome a man- ' 
ner, though it was in a letter to the present lord Urea- • 

" surer. 



r. 



.j> 



FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ.f 

Whitehall, June 2, 1713. 
I hope this will meet you at Chester, and that your 
passage at sea will be favoured with as mild weather as 

* Dukv tf Marlborough. D. 8- 

- Secretary to Lord Dartmouth, and member for Lort*-*Uiie\ F. 
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jour journey by laud has been these 'two first days. 
The division yesterday, in the bouse of lords, wai fifty- 
four agaiust fifty-four. Proxies were called for, and we 
had seventeen to thirteen. This is the greatest victory 
we ever had. The Duke of Argyll and the Scotch 
were against us to a man. Lords Weymouth and Carte- 
ret were with them. It was very comical to see the toiiea, 
who voted with lord treasurer against the dissolution of 
the union, under all the perplexities in the world, lest 
they should be victorious ; and the Scotch, who voted 
a bill of dissolution, under agonies lest they them- 
selves should carry the point tbey pretended to desire, 
i nil the time I have been conversant in busiaesa, 
rc-ver before observed both sides, at the same time, 
tcthig part! which they thought contrary to their in- 
lercsls. Let us hear from you sometimes, and believe 
ibere Is nobody with more siocerity your's, than, Ac. 



FROM THE REVEREND MR. SHARP E* 

;evbhekd sir, London, June -!, 171H. 

I was commanded by his excellency. Brigadier Hun- 
ter, governor of New-York, to deliver the enclosed 
with my own hand, had I beeu so happy, for his service 
nut! my own satisfaction, as to have seen you at Lon- 
don'. I am persuaded your influence here might have 
contributed to create a better opinion of him, among 
some leading men in the society for propagation of the 
Gospel in foreign parts, who have been much imposed 
on by the clamorous memorials of some indiscreet mis- 
sionaries abroad. He has tue ;,usl esteem of two thirds of 

* Chaplain to Brijaditr Hunter, Governor of Picw-Yori. B. 
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• 

tbe clergy in his government, and the greatest part of 
the laity, who have either sense, probity, or honour ; 
but his adversaries have made the church's cause a fa- 
vourable handle for their repeated complaints, which, 
urith the application of their friends here, makes them 
hopeful of success. 

I have been twelve years abroad, in the service of 
4he church in America : the last ten were in the station 
of chaplain to her majesty's forces at New- York, where 
I had the opportunity of being very near to the several 
governors; and do assure you, that if I had ever ob- 
served in him any inclination to weaken the interest of 
the church there, I could not in conscience offer to ex- 
cuse him ; but he is better known to you, than that I, 
who am altogether unknown, should presume to give Jds 
character. v 

What I beg leave to entreat of you is, to recommend 
me in my endeavours for his service, to the advice and 
assistance of your friends. The perplexity of all hit 
affairs at this time claims the good offices of all that 
wish him well I£ in favour to his excellency, you are 
pleased to honour me with the pardon of this, and what 
jeturn the enclosed may require, direct for me to the 
care of Mr. James Douglas, merchant, in Fencourt, 
Fenchurch street, London. I beg leave to subscribe 
myself, with great respect, reverend sir, your most obe- 
dient and most humble servant, 

JOHN SHARPE. 
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TO MISS VANHOMRIGH.* 

. - Laracor, July 8, 1713. 

I-4E*fKD. but a fortnight in Dublin, very sick ; and 
retain e d not one visit of a hundred, that were made me; 
bpt all t? the dean, and none to the doctor. I am riding 
hana- jar-iKfe f and I think I am something better. I 
hale the. thoughts of Dublin, and prefer a field bed, and 
aa> earthen floor, before the great house there, which 
tony say is mine. I had your last splenetic letter. I 
tqtf wfoo, when I left England, I would endeavour to 
fbjnjat every dung there, and would write as seldom as 
Ijtonld . I did indeed design one general round of let- 
faajktsusiy Meeds; but my health has not yet suffered 
me, I design to pass the greatest part of the time I 
sQgMO: Ireland, here, in the cabin where I am now 
willing 5 neither will I leave the kingdom till I am sent 
. ftft; end if they have no farther service for me, I will 
apjer see England again. At my first coming; I thought 
1 should have died with discontent ; and was horribly 
neJanrhnlj, while they were installing me, but it begins 
to- wear oft and change to dulness. My river walk is 
extremely pretty, and my canal in great beauty ; and I 
sea treats playing in it I know not any one thing now 
in Dublin. But Mr. Ford is very kind, and writes to 
me constantly what passes among you. I find you are 
likewise a good politician ; and I will say so much to 
you, that I verily thiuk, if the thing you know of had 

* This is the lady whom the Dean has celebrated by the name of 
Vanessa. She was the eldest daughter of Bartholomew Vanhomrigh, 
first a merchant of Amsterdam, and afterward of Dublin, who was ap- 
pointed commissary of the stores by King William, upon his expedi- 
tion into Ireland. Her mother was the daughter of Mr. Stone, the 
conuuiaioner, and niece to the accomptant-gcnerml of Ireland. H. 
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been published just upon the peace, the ministry might 
have avoided what has since happened : but I am now 
fitter to look after willows, and to cut hedges, than med- 
dle with affairs of state. I must order one of the work- 
men to drive those cows out of my island, and make up 
the ditch again ; a work much more proper for a coun- 
try vicar, than driving out factions, and fencing against 
them. I must go and take my bitter draught to cure 
my head, which is spoiled by the bitter draughts which 
the public has given me. So go to your dukes and 
duchesses, and leave me to goodman Bumford, and Pa- 
trick Dolan, of Clanduggan. Adieu. 



FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESCt.* 

Whitehall, July 9, 1713. 
We arc all running headlong into the greatest eonftj- 
sion imaginable. Sir Thomas Hanmerf is gone into the 
country this morning, I believe much discontented ; and 
I am very apprehensive, neither LorH Anglesea} nor 
he will continue long with us. I heartily wish yon 
were here ; for you might certainly be of great use to 
us, by your endeavours to reconcile, and by represent- 
ing to them the infallible consequences of these divisions. 
We had letters this morning from Ireland. What is the 
reason I had none from you ? Adieu. I hope your 
want of health is not the cause. 

* Indorsed, " Mr. Lewis, about the division*," &c. 
f Speaker of the house of commons. B. 
4 Arthur, who was joint vice treasurer of Ireland with Edward, 
EaYl of Clarendon. B. 
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TO ARCHBISHOP KINO. 

my lord, Trim, July 16, 1 713. 

I have been about five weeks in this kingdom, but so 
extremely ill with the return of an old disorder in my 
head, that I was not able to write to jour grace. I 
have been the greatest part of that time at my country 
parish, riding every day for my health. I can tell your 
grace nothing from Dublin, having spent the days I was 
there between business and physic, and paid no visits, 
nor received any but one day ; and I reckon it no great 
loss, for I hear they are all party mad ; and it is one 
felicity of being among willows, that one is not troubled 
with faction. I hope you have as little of it at the 
Bath ; for I cannot fancy it does well with the waters. 
If your grace goes to London from the Bath, I believe 
I may have the honour of waiting on you ; although I 
shall do all in my power to save the trouble of such a 
journey, which neither my fortune nor my health will 
very well bear. I hope you feel the good effects of the 
place you are in; and I pray Ood continue your life, 
for the good of his church. 

The other day, Mr. Thacker, prebendary of Sagard 
and vicar of Rathcool, died ; and it would be a great 
mark of goodness in your grace, as well as a personal 
favour to me, if you would please to dispose of his liv- 
ings iu favour of Mr. Thomas Warburton, who has been 
many years my assistant in the cure of Laracor, has be- 
haved himself altogether unblamably, and is a gentleman 
of veiy good learning and sense. If I knew any one 
more deserving, I would not recommend him ; neither 
would I do it however, because I know your grace has 
a great many dependants, but that it will be a great use 
to me to have a vicar in one of my rectories, and upon 
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my deanery, in whom I can confide. I am told the liv- 
ings amouut to a hundred and twenty pounds a year at 
most; and it may probably happen in my way to be 
able to oblige some friend of jour's in a greater matter, 
which I shall very readily do. 

I am, with the greatest respect, my lord, 
Your grace's most obedient 

and most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 



FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ,* 

WhiteJwU, JulyZO, 1713. 

Tins day sc'nnight the queen goes to Hampton Court, 
and the Monday following to Windsor. I fancy by that 
time Mr. Bromley f will be secretary of state, in the room 
of my \ou\.\ Lord treasurer was abroad this evening, 
for the first time after a fortnight's illness. I hear there 
came a dozeu of letters from you by the same post to 
your friends here. My lord treasurer desires youll 
make all possible haste over; for wc want you ex- 
tremely. 

* Indorsed, " Mr. Lewis, pressing me to come over." W. 

t William Promley, Esq. appointed secretary of state, August 17, 

17 n, m the room of Willi.un, Karl of Dartmouth, made lord privy 

. • t. ' it 
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TO BISHOP ATTERBURY. 

The Country in Ireland^ 
MY lord, Aug. 3, 1713. 

It is with the greatest pleasure I heard of your lord- 
ship's promotion, I mean that particular promotion which 
I believe is agreeable to you,* though it does not mend 
your fortune. There is but one other change I could 
wish you, because I have heard you prefer it before all 
the rest; and that likewise is now ready,f unless it be 
thought too soon, and that you are made to wait till an- 
other person has used it for a step to cross the water.| 
Though I am here in a way of sinking iuto utter obli- 
vion: for 

" Hce latebrm nee dukes, ncc, si mihi credit, amcence ." 
yet I shall challenge the continuance of your lordship's 
favour: and whenever I come to London, shall with 
great assurance cross the park to your lordship's house 
at Westminster, as if it were no more than crossing the 
street at Chelsea. I talked at this threatening rate so 
often to you about two years past, that you are not now 
to forget it. 



* Tlie deanery of Westminster. N. 

f The bishopric of London was then vacant, by the death of Dr. 
Goropton, who died July 4, 1713. N. 

X To Lambeth. It is more than insinuated by Dr. Maty, that At* 
tr.iH'iry's a;:! 1 i'i »u rrtrndf <I to York or Canterbury. Yet tho?c who 






2S9 JLETTERS TO AND FROM 

Pray, my lord, do not let your being made a bfohop 
binder you from cultivating the politer studies, which 
your heart was set upon when you went to govern 
Christ Church. Providence has made you successor to 
a person, who, though of a much inferior genius, 4 " turned 
all his thoughts that way; and, I have been told, with 
great success, by bis countenance to those who deserved. 
I envy Dr. Freindf that he has you for his inspector; 
and I envy you for having such a person in your dis> 
trict, and whom you love so well. Shall not I have 
liberty to be sometimes a third among you, though I am 
an Irish dean? 
" Vervecum in patrUL> crassoque sub acre natuaS^X 
A very disordered head hindered me faom writing- 
early to your lordship, when I first heard of your pre- 
ferment; and I have reproached myself of ingratitude, 
when I remembered your kindness in sending me a let- 
ter upon the deanery they thought fit to throw me into ; 
to which I am yet a stranger, being forced into the 
country, in one of my old parishes^ to ride about for a 
little health. I hope to have the honour of asking your 
lordship's blessing some time in October. In the mean 
while, I desire your lordship to believe me to be, with 

* The works of Bishop Sprat, betides his few poems, are, u The 
History of the Royal Society ;» " The Life of Cowley 5" " The An- 
swer toSorbiere;" " The History of the Ryehoose Plot ;" ** The Re- 
lation of his own Examination ;" and a volume of " Sermons." Dr. 
Johnson says, " I have heard it observed with great Justness, ' that 
every book is of a different kind, and that each has its distinct and 
characteristical excellence.' In his poems, he considered Cowley as 
a model; and sap posed that, as he was imitated, perfection was ap- 
proached." N. 

f Dr. Freind, then head master of Westminster school. N. 

+ " land of bogs 

" With ditches fenc'd, a Heaven fat with fogs." 



: Liracor and Rathbeggio. V. 



Juvenal, Sat. ?4 7#. 
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vary great respect and truth, ray lord, your lordship's 
most dutiful and most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 



FROM MR. PRIOR. 

Paris, Aug. 5-16, 1715. 
As I did not expect, my good friend Jonathan, to 
have received a letter from you at Dublin, so I am sure 
I did not intend to write one thither to yeu; but Mr> 
Rosingrave thinks it may do him a service, in recom- 
mending him to you. If so, I am very glad of it ; for it 
can be of no other use imaginable. 1 have writ letters 
now above twenty-two years. 1 have taken towns, de- 
stroyed fleets, . made treaties, and settled commerce ia 
letters. And what of all this ? Why, nothing ; but that 
I have had some subject to write upon. But to write a 
letter only because Mr. Rosingrave has a mind to carry 
one iu his pocket, to tell you, that you are sure of a 
friendship, which can never do you three pence of good, 
and wish you well in £ngland very soon, when I do 
not know when I am likely to be there myself ; all this, 
J say, is very absurd for a letter; especially when I have 
this day written a dogen much more to the purpose. If 
I had seen your manuscript ;* if I had received Dr. Par- 
nell's poem ; if I had any news of Landen being taken ; 
why well and good : but as I know no more than the 
Duke of Shrewsbury designs for England within three 
weeks ; that I must stay here till somebody else comes* 
and then — brings me necessarily to say, good Mr. Dean, 



• Of the History of the Peace of Utrecht B. 

» 2 
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that I am like the fellow id the Rehearsal, that did not 
know if he was to be merry or serious, or in what way 
or mood to act his part. One thing only I am assured 
of, that I love you very well ; and am, most sincerely and 
faithfully, dear sir, your servant and brother,* 

M. PRIOR. 

Lord and Lady Shrewsbury give their service to you. 

Yanhomrigh has run terribly here in debt, and, being 

in durance, 1 has sent to his mother upon pecuniary con* 

cerns. Adieu once .more. 
What we are doing, or what is to become of us, I know 

not. 

44 Prudens futuii temporii exitum 
44 Caliginosa oocte premit Deus, 
44 Ridetque »» 

This is all the Latin and writing I can at present spare 
you. 

Pray give my service to your Chancellor,-}- and be much 
acquainted with Judge Nutley, and love him very 
well for my sake. Adieu. Once more, find out my 
cousin Pennyfether and Nutley (if he is not too grave 
Jbr you ;) and according to the laudable custom of 
your country, drink this Louis out, for a token of my 
generosity and your sobriety. And now I think, I 
have furnished out a very pretty letter. 

* He was one of tbe tixteen. H. v 
f Sir Coatfaatiae Paipps. 
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FROM MR. LEWIS * 

Whitehall, Jug. 6, 1713. 
I have so often, and in so pressing a manner, desired 
you to come cover, that, if what I hare already said has 
no effect, I shall despair of better success by any farther 
arguments. Jf I were to recapitulate the several rea- 
sons you offer to the contrary, and answer them separate- 
ly, I should grow peevish ; which I have no way to 
avoid, but by telling you in general, it is all wrong. 
You and I have already laid it down for a maxim* that 
we must serve lord treasurer, without receiving orders or 
particular instructions ; and I do not yet see a reason for 
changing that rule. His mind has been communicated 
more freely to you than any other ;f but you will not 
understand it. The desires of great men are commands ; 
at least the only ones, I hope, they ever will be able to 
use. You have a mind to stay in Ireland till October, 
and desire me to give my opinion whether you should 
come sooner ? I answer, yes* Then* you bid me con- 
sider agaiu; that is, you would have me say I am of 
opinion you should stay till October. When judges 
would have a jury change their verdict, they bid them 
consider again : when a man is determined to marry a 
woman, and his friend advises him against it, he asks his 
•pinion again ; and if his friend is so silly as not to alter 
his advice, he marries without it. J am as much in the 
spleen now I am answering your letter, as you were 
when you writ it. Come over : you will cure yourself 
and me too. Adieu. 

* Indorsed, " Mr. Lewi«, proving me to come over" N. 
f By this it appears, that Lord Orrery was mistaken when be laid 
♦bat Swift was employed, not trusted. H, 
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FROM DR. SMALRIDGE.* 

mr^ dean, Christ Church, Sept. 27, 1 7 1 3. 

When you was so kind as to favour the master of thc 
Templef aod me with your company at the chaplain's 
table, at Kensington, there dined with us oue Mr. Fiddes,^ 
a well deserving clergyman, whose circumstances, wc 
told you, were not at all suitable to his merits. Tou ex* 
pressed on that occasion so generous a concern for him, 
and so great a readiness to do him any good offices, which 
might lie in your way, that he seems to think he should 
be wanting to himself* if he did not endeavour to culti- 
vate an interest with one so willing and so able to serve 
him. He has therefore made repeated instances to me, 
that I would remind you of him, which I should not have 
hearkened to, were I not well assured, that you would 
excuse, if not thank me, for furnishing you with an op* 
portunity of doing a generous and. good natured thing. 
You will not, I fancy, think a formal application to any 
great man in his behalf either proper or requisite; but 
if you should, upon the perusal of one or two of hit ser- 
mons, think as well of them as I do, and should in con- 
versation with my lord treasurer express a good opinioo 
of the author, one kind word from you, seasonably drop- 
ped, might determine his fortune, and give you the satis- 
faction of having made him and his- family as happy as 
they can wish to be. 

I am, sir, 

your roost humble servant, 

GEO. SMALRIDGE. 



* Aft erward Bishop of Bristol. B. 
f Dr. Sherlock, afterward Bishop of London. B 
t Richard Fiddes, afterward D. D. author of "A Body of Di vi»i- 
C7>" " The Life of Cardinal Wolsey," &c. 
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TO ARCHDEACON WALLS. 

Windsor Castle, Oct. 1, 1713. 

I had just now a letter from you, v herein you men- 
tion the design of making me prolocutor.* I will con- 
fess to you, there are tiro reasons why I should comply 
with it ; one is, that I am heartily weary of courts, and 
ministers, and politics, for several reasons impossible to 
tell you ; and I have a mind to be at home, since the 
queeu has been pleased that ' Ireland should be my 
home : the other reason is, that I think somebody edu- 
cated in Dublin college should be prolocutor; and I 
hear there are designs of turning h another way. But, 
if you find it will not do, I hope you will quit the de- 
sign in proper season. I condole with you for the loss 
of yourf companions this winter ; and I was always of 
opinion they should be in town, unless they find their 
health better at Trim. 

I am a little disappointed in Parvisol'sJ return. I 
hoped it would have amounted to near Gve hundred 
pounds in the tithes ; I doubt not the cause, and beg 
you will have no sort of tenderness for him, farther than 
H regards my interest ; as to the laud rents, they are 
one hundred and seventy-four pounds a year in the 
country, besides some small things in town ; and I am 
in no pain about them, because they are sure j nor do I 
desire him to concern himself about them. 

I hoped, and was told, my license would be under six 
pounds, though all was paid, and I heard, if lord chan- 
cc11or5 had taken his fees, it would have been eight 

* Sec a letter to Archbishop King, dated Oct 20, 1708. Iff. 
■f Mrs. Johnson and Mrs. Dingley. F. 

i The dean's agent F. 

* Sir Constantine Phipps. If. 
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pounds. Tell Mr. Fetherston, I have spoken to Baron 
Scroup about his affair, who promises to despatch it with 
the first opportunity. I am now with some ministers 
and lords, and other company, and withdrawn to a table, 
and hardly know what I write, they are so loud. My 
humble service to your Dorothy, and Alderman Stoy te,* 
his wife, and Cellarius ; and duty to the Bishop of 
Droinore. 

Your's, J. S. 



FROM LORD CHANCELLOR PHIPPS. 

sir, Dublin, Oct. 10, 1713. 

I had the favour of your kind letter of the twenty- 
second of September, and had soon acknowledged it, if 
1 had not been prevented by the constant hurry wc 
have been in, with relation to the city and parliament 
affairs. 

I heartily congratulate your safe arrival in London, 
and return you, with all the gratitude imaginable, my 
thanks for the great trouble you have given yourself as 
well on behalf of my son in particular, as of this king- 
dom in general : and I am sorry you should venture so 
far as to burn your fingers : but you know such misfor- 
tunes often happen to gentlemen, who have a hearty 
zeal for the interest of their friends. But this comfort 
attends them, that the burning goes off soon ; whereas 
the credit and honour of serving one's friend last al- 
ways. The account you sent me of Mr. Worseley's 
being an envoy was new, and had not reached us before 
your letter came. I know not how sufficiently to* ac- 

* An alderman of Dublin, afterward lord Mayor. F. 



DOCTOR SWIFT. 205 

knowledge the obligations you have laid on me ; but 
assure you, if you have any commands on this side the 
water, there is no one will be more proud of being 
honoured with them, than he, who is, with very great 
respect, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

CON. PHIPPS. 



TO ARCHDEACON WALLS. 

London, Oct. 13, 1713. 

I have two lettev of your's to acknowledge — No, I 
mistake, it is but one, for I answered the former of Sep- 
tember twenty-second, some time ago ; your other is of 
the first instant, with an account of your mayor squab- 
ble,* which we regard as much here as if you sent us 
an account of your little son playing at cherry stones. 
I told your lord chancellor, that the best thing the go- 
vernment there could do, would be never to trouble us 
with your affairs, but do the best you can, for we will 
neither support nor regard you. I have received the 
lords justices' representation, just now sent to the queen* 
I have said more upon it than any body else would ; 
and I hope my lord lieutenantf will put a good end to 
the dispute. I am heartily sorry for poor Hawley : 
and doubt such a shake at his age will not be well re* 
covered. Of your four candidates to succeed him, I 
dislike all but the first, which is Bolton. As to the 
chair of prolocutor, I said to you in my former all I 
thought necessary. I dislike the thing for myself ; but 
I would keep a wrong man out, and would be glad of 

* Concerning Sir Samuel Cooke. F. 
t Duke of Shrewsbury. F. 
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an honest excuse to leave courts and public thoughts ; 
but it would vex me to be proposed and not succeed. 

As for Williams, I am an old courtier, and will think 
of it ; but, if we want a singer, and I can get a better, 
that better one shall be preferred, although my father 
were competitor. 

I have spoken to Baron Scroup about Mr. Fether- 
ston's affair, and hope to get him a good account of it 

You very artificially bring in your friend, Mrs. 
South : I have spoke to her, and heard from her ; and 
spoke to the Duke of Ormond : I will do her what ser- 
vice I can. 

My service to gossip Doll, and God bless my god- 
daughter. * 

I think you need not inquire about the land rents of 
the deanery, they are secure enough ; and I believe I 
shall not trouble Mr. Parvisol about them. 

There is one farm set for one hundred and twenty 
pounds a year, another for fifty-four pounds. Rents ad* 
joining to the deanery, about two pounds ten shillings, 
and duties about eight pounds, or something under ; and 
a small lease of tithes, about four or five pounds : which 
last I would be glad you would ask Parvisol whether 
it be included among the tithes he has set. You see 
all the rents together are under two hundred pouuds. 
I forgot hve pounds a year for the verger's house. 
Service to Stoyte and Manley,* and duty to Bishop of 
Dromore.i 

* Isaac Manley, Esq. (Tpputy post-ma ster-gmeral of Ireland. J\ 
f Dr. John Sterne. See p. 277. N. 
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TO , THE SAME. 

sir, London, Oct. 2ft, 1713. 

I writ to you immediately upon receiving yeur 
former, as I do now upon your last of the tenth instant. 
As to the business of being prolocutor,* I will tell you 
the short of my story. Although I have done more 
service to Ireland, and particularly to the church, than 
any man of my level, I have never been able to get a 
good word ; and I incurred the displeasure of the bi- 
shops, by being the instrument, sine qua tton, of pro- 
curing the first-fruits : neither had I credit to be a con- 
vocation man in the meanest diocese of the kingdom, 
till poor Dean Synge, who happened to think well of 
me, got me to be chosen for St Patrick's; so that I 
think there will be a great change if I am chosen pro- 
locutor. And yet, at the same time, I am so very nice, 
that I will not think of moving toward Ireland, till I 
am actually chosen : you will say, " What then must 
the clergy do for a prolocutor f " Why, I suppose they 
may appoint a vice prolocutor, until my coming over, 
which may be in ten days. But this perhaps is not fea- 
sible : if not, you may be sure I shall not so openly de- 
clare my ambition to that post, when I am not sure to 
carry it; and if I fail, the comfort of tneeum certassc 
feretur, will not perhaps fall to my share. But I go on 
too fast ; for I find in your next lines, that the archbi- 
shop says there will be an indispensable necessity that I 
should be there at the election. Why, if the bishops 
will all fix it, so as to give a man time to come over, 
with all my heart ; but, if it must be struggled for at 
die election, I will have nothing to do with it. As for 

* The convocation did not meet in Ireland after the year 1710. F . 
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the bishops, I have not the least interest with above 
three in the kingdom : and unless the thought strikes 
the clergy in general, that I must be their man, nothing 
can come of it : we always settle a speaker here, as soon 
as the writs are issued out for a parliament ; if you did 
so for a prolocutor, a man might hare warning in time ; 
but I should make the foolishest figure in nature, to 
come over hawking for an employment I no wise seek 
or desire, and then fail of it. Pray communicate the 
sense of what I say to the archbishop, to whom I will 
write by this post. As to my private affairs, I am sure 
they are in good hands ; but I beg you will not have the 
least regard or tenderness to Parvisol, farther than you 
shall find he deserves. I am my gossip's very humble 
servant ; and the like to Mr. Stoyte, Ins lady, and Ca- 
tharine, and Mr. Manley, and his lady and daughter. 
I am, 

Your obedient humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 

I wrote lately to Dr. Synge ; twice in all. 

I think you should force the St. Mary ladies* to 
town, toward Christmas. 

My duty to the Bishop of Dromore. 

Dr. Synge wrote me word a month ago, that Rosin- 
grave, our organist, was at the point of death. Is he 
dead or alive ? „ 

> • V *t« P-*i1 ft I 
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TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

my lord, London, Oct. 20, 1713. 

The opportunity I had of a ship was so sudden, that 
I had not time to receive your grace's last commands, 
or pay my respects, which it was my duty and inclina- 
tion to do ; and as for writing, I have always told your 
grace that I could not set about it with a good con- 
science, until I were provided with matter enough for 
your trouble of reading. We are outwardly pretty 
quiet during this interval of parliament ; but I will not 
answer what seeds are sowing to make the next spring 
produce bitter fruit. There are several reasons, impos- 
sible for me to tell at this distance, why I shall not be 
so good a correspondent as I have formerly been, but 
may probably serve to entertain you a year or two 
hence : for the fashion of this world passes away ; and 
there is nothing of so little consequence as the greatest 
court secrets, when once the scene is changed. I said 
to somebody, when I was last in Ireland, who talked to 
me of the advantage and felicity I had in the familiarity 
of great ministers, that it was well enough while it con- 
tinued a vanity; but as soon as it ceased to be a va- 
nity, it began to be a vexation of spirit. I have some 
thought of passing this winter at the Bath, because my 
hcnWi rrn'iliN"' it, and bocruicc T j-ha!l then he a pretty 
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for the city still continue : I was this afternoon at Gu3d> 
hall. I find three of the old members $ nod Withers, 
who is the lowest, tells me, he does not despair of carry- 
ing it for himself. ' There is abundance of artifice (to 
give it the softest word; used on both sides.* 

I came yesterday from Windsor, where I saw the 
queen in very good health, which she finds there more 
than any where else, and I believe will hardly remove 
until December. I believe my lord, lieutenant! will be 
landed before this letter comes to your hands : he is the 
finest gentleman we have, and of an excellent under- 
standing and capacity for business : if I were with your 
grace, I would say more ; but leave it to your own 
sagacity. 

I will only venture to say one thing relating to Ire- 
land, because I believe it will be of use that your grace 
should know it. If your house of commons should run 
into any violence disagreeable to us here, it will be of 
the worst consequences imaginable to that kingdom: for, 
I know no maxim more strongly maintained at present 
in our court, than that her majesty ought to exert her 
power to the utmost, upon any uneasiness given on your 
side to herself or her servants : neither can I answer,- 
that even the legislative power here may not take cog- 
nizance of any thing that may pass among you, In oppo- 

* The election terminated in favour of Sir Richard Hoars, Sir 
William Withers, Sir John Cass, and Sir George Newland. The 
losing candidates were, John Ward, Thomas Scawen, Robert Hey- 
sham, and Peter Godfrey, Esqrs. Some curious particulars relative 
to this election may be seen in the Political State, for November, 
1713, p. 287. N. 

f Charles Talbot, Duke of Shrewsbury. It was remarked as ex-. 
traordinary, that the duke's principal domestics were whigs ; pafti* 
cularly his secretary, Sir John Stanley; his Chaplain, Dr. Timothy 
Goodwyn (advanced to the Bishopric ef Kilmore in 1714, add t*> 
Cashel ia 1727,) and some other?. N. 
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sition to the persons and principles that are now favour- 
ed by the qaeen. Perhaps I am gone too far; and 
therefore shall end, without any ceremony. 

Your grace's, Ac. 

Direct to me under cover to Erasmus Lewis, Esq. at 
Mr. Secretary Bromley V office at Whitehall. 



FROM LORD CHANCELLOR PHIPPS. 

dear sib, Dublin, Oct. 24, 1713. 

I am indebted to you for your kind letters of the 
eighth and tenth instant, and I very heartily acknow- 
ledge the obligation. That of the eighth gave me a 
great many melancholy thoughts, when I reflected upon 
the danger our constitution is in, bj the neglect and 
supioeness of our friends, and the vigilance and una- 
nimity of our enemies: but I hope your parliament 
proving so good will awaken our friends, and unite them 
more firmly, and make them more active. 

That part of your letter of the tenth, which related 
to my son, gave me great satisfaction ; for though the 
commissioners here have heard nothing of it, yet I be* 
lieved Mr. Keightley might bring over full instructions 
in it : but he is arrived, and knows nothing of it ; so 
that whatever good intentions my lord treasurer had in 
relation to my son, his lordship has forgotten to give any 
directions concerning him; for, with him, things are 
just as they were when you left Dublin. If you will 
be so kind to put his lordship in mind of it, you will be 
very obliging. 

T cannot discharge the part of a friend, if I omit to 
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let you know that jour great neighbour* at St. Pul- 
cher's is very augry with you. He accuses you for go- 
ing away without taking your leave of him, and intends 
in a little time to compel you to reside at your deanery; 
He lays some other things to your charge, which you 
shall know in a little time. 

We hourly expect my lord lieutenant.^ The whip 
begin to be sensible they must expect no great counte- 
nance from him, and begin to be a little down in the 
mouth, since they find Broderick is not to be their 
speaker.}: I am, with very great truth, your most obe- 
dient humble servant 



FROM DR. DAVENANT.J 

sir, Windsor, Nov. 3, 1 7 1 3. 

You have the character of employing in good offices 
to others, the honour and happiness you have of being 
often with my lord treasurer. This use of your access 
to him is an uncommon instance of generosity, deserving 
the highest praises ; for, most commonly, men are most 
apt to convert such advantages to their own single inte- 
rest, without any regard of others; though, in my poor 
opinion, not so wisely. Acts of friendship create friends, 
even among strangers, that taste not of them ; and iu my 
experience, I hardly ever knew a man friendly in the 
course of his proceedings, but he was supported in the 

» The archbishop of Dublin. N. 
+ Duke of Shrewsbury. B. 

i He was, however, chosen speaker by a majority of four voices. B. 
\ Charles Davenant, LL. D. iuspector geueral of import* and vx- 
ycvU. HeditalXor. C, 1714. 
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world ; ingratitude being the vice, of which the genera- 
lity of men are most ashamed to be thought guilty. 

My son* and I have reasons to return you our thanks, 
for what you have already done of this kind in his fa- 
vour, and we beg the continuance of it Ministers of 
state have such multiplicity of business, that it is no 
wonder, if they forget low individuals ; and in such a 
case, private persons must be beholden to some good na- 
tural man, to put those in power in mind of them : other- 
wise tbey may be forgotten, till old age overtakes them. 
Such well disposed remembrancers deserve access, fami- 
liarity, and interest with great men ; and perhaps, they 
are the most useful servants they can countenance in 
their hours of leisure. 

I need not tell you, that in point of time, he is above 
all pretenders to foreign business ; that his affaire have 
now depended almost three years ; that in the interim, 
it has gone very hard with him ; and that he gave a very 
early instance of his zeal to the present administration* 
But what he builds his hopes most upon, is the promise 
my lord treasurer was pleased to make to the Duke of 
Shrewsbury, just as his grace left Windsor, that a pro- 
vision should be made for Mr. Davenant. We must 
entreat you to find some lucky moment of representing 
to my lord, that the young man is pressed by a nearer 
concern than that of making his fortune, and that lovers 
can hardly be persuaded to be as patient as other men. 
The duke has carried hk mistress from him, and wilt 
sot consent to make him happy, till he sees him in some 
way of being settled : in which how anxious any delay 
must be (possession depending upon it) he leaves you to 



* Henry Davenant, E?q. had been employed at Frankfort, fir 
1705, to 1707, or longer ; but his father attempted in vain to get bim 
to Florence. In 1718 he was resident at Genoa. N. 
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judge, who have bo well studied mankind; and who know, 
that love is a passion, in one of his age, much stronger 
than ambition. I beg jour pardon for this long trouble, 
and am, sir, 

Your most humble and most obedient servant, 

CHARLES DAVENANU. 



Extract from the MS. Diary of Bishop Kfnhett, m the 
Library qf the Marquis gf Lamsdown. 

M 1713. Diu Swift came into the coffeehouse, and 
had a bow from every body but me. When I came to 
the antichamber to wait before prayers, Dr. Swift was 
the principal man of talk and business, and acted as a 
master of requests. He was soliciting the Earl of Arran 
to speak to his brother the Duke of Ormond, to get a 
chaplain's place established in the garrison of Hull for 
Mr. Fiddes, a clergyman in that neiglibourliood, who 
had lately been in jail, and published sermons to pay 
fees. He was promising Mr. Thorold to undertake 
with my lord treasurer, that, according to his petition* 
he should obtain a salary of 2002. per annum, as minis- 
ter of the English church at Rotterdam. He stopped 
F. Gwynne, Esq. going in with his red bag to the queen, 
and told him aloud he had something to say to him from 
my lord treasurer. He talked with the son of Dr. Da- 
veuant to be scut abroad, and took out his pocket book 
and wrote down several tilings, as memoranda, to do for 
him. Ue turned to the fire, and took out his gold watch, 
and, telling him the time of the day, complained it was 
▼cry late. A gentleman said, ' he was too fast. 9 ( How 
can I help it,' says the doctor, ' if the courtiers give mc a 
watch that won't go right?' Then lie instructed a young 



